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SANTA HAS ARRIVED ot THE WOODVILLE 

...direct from London’s West End, Santa Claus performs in a 
45 minute stage show and will meet all of the children afterwards 
so that you can snap a photo of the magic moment. 

SANTA HAS A PRESENT FOR EVERY CHILD. 

Visit www.woodville.co.uk to see a show trailer^ 
and to book your seats. 


Tickets from just £9 


Performances 
daily until 


Woodville Place 
Gravesend 
Kent DAI2 1DD 
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The best garage 
is a safe one 



Security, convenience & reliability 


When it comes to remote controlled 
rolling garage door systems, Essati is a 
leader in innovation and quality. 

Since 1995 Essati has been an inventive roller 
shutter garage door company catering for the 
needs of the residential market place. 


In 2006 Essati introduced the insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door system, a sleek and beautiful 
modern rollerdoor of superior quality, conveniently 
operated by a small hand held key fob. This 
system combines security, convenience and 
reliability, with a beautiful stylish door of infinity, 
and it's completely maintenance free! 


ESSATI 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
01622 765993 


Remote controlled insulated aluminium rolling garage door 
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IN A week which began with the first 
advent calendar windows being 
excitably thrust open, it would end 
on a rather sobering note. 

The death of Nelson Mandela, a 
statesman so majestic in his manner 
and methods, was announced just as 
the county was bracing itself for the 
anticipated tidal surge. 

While it will come as little to no 
comfort for the 30 or so households 
which found themselves flooded in 
the early hours of Friday morning, 
we had been expecting far worse. 

For those living near the coast it 
made for a tense evening. 

It did, however, mean we 
could turn our attention to 
focusing on Mandela’s 
remarkable achievements 
and his legacy. 

Inside this weekend’s paper, 
we speak to a host of people 
who were touched by him or 
saw first hand the impact 
he had on South 
Africa. It makes for 
fascinating 
reading amid the 


reams of content already generated 
over the last 48 hours. 

Coincidentally this week, we met 
Maidstone MP Helen Grant, a 
woman whose name tends to go with 
the prefix ‘the first black female Tory 
MP’. Whatever your politics, her 
journey from council estate to the 
corridors of power at Westminster 
makes an enthralling read. 

But perhaps out of all the articles 
you read this weekend, I’d urge you 
to look at our moving piece on 
Auschwitz. Our reporter joined a 
number of students from the 
county’s schools to visit the 
dreaded Nazi concentration 
camp. Not only is it a 
sobering reminder of what 
happened there, it is perhaps 
the most powerful history 
lesson to ensure it can never 
happen again. We must, like 
Mandela himself, all strive for 
a better tomorrow 
built on friend¬ 
ship, not hatred. 
Have a good 
weekend. 
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Implant Centres 


www.smileinaday.co.uk 

I he ultimate 
alternative to 
dentures 

No more loose, missing or 
false teeth - because now there's 

Smile-ln-A-Day! 


Award Winning Dental ImplantTreatment 


If you've lost confidence because of dentures, or loose or missing teeth, the advanced 
Smile In A Day technique from TDC is the answer. 

Well give you a natural smile with smooth, even teeth using a method that takes less time and 
causes less pain and discomfort than conventional treatment. We don't use dentures, plates, 
crowns or caps. Instead, we employ a technologically-advanced technique which provides a 
permanent solution so you can talk, smile, laugh and eat with absolute confidence. 

How can we give you all this in just one day? Because our General Dental Council registered 
specialists* use a pioneering system that is both tried and tested. And because we've refined our 
skills to become as efficient as possible. 


Call today to see how Smile In A Day can give you all this: 


A permanent, natural smile 
The ability to enjoy food again 
Confidence when you meet people 
An end to shame and embarrassment 


Extremely high success rate 

Superior skill levels from registered specialists 

Full guarantee on all work 

Choice of easy payment options 


Before 

Dentures or loose or 
missing teeth means lack 
of confidence, reluctance 
to smile, inability to eat 
properly and enjoy food. 

* 



After 

Smile In A Day gives you 
back your confidence with 
a beaming, natural smile - 
and lets you eat and enjoy 
whatever you want. 

5*. f 



TDC Harley Street Cli 

inic 

77 Harley Street, London W1G 8QN 

TDC Folkestone Clinic 

Suite 1,92 Sandgate Road, Folkestone, Kent CT20 2BE 

TDC Peterborough C 

Ilinic 

3rd Floor Market Chambers, Cathedral Square, 
Peterborough PEI 1XW 


Call today to arrange your free, no obligation consultation. 


free 0800 041 3011 

Visit our website for more information: www.smileinaday.co.uk 



Read more testimonials from our happy 
customers on our website. 

"Wow. Thank you so, so much. 
I love my new smile." 

Sally Ann, Smile In A Day patient. 



Let Smile In A Day bring back your smile. 


*Our surgeons are all specialist Periodontists or Maxillofacial surgeons. **lf you are not calling from a landline, call charges may apply. 


of Cosmetic Dentistry® 
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WASH OUT: Sandwich (top left and below) and Faversham (all others) were worse hit by the tidal surge caused by storms along east coast 


Towns flooded but surge 
not as bad as first feared 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archantco.uk 


FAMILIES, friends and neighbours 
rallied together on Friday and 
proved community spirit is still 
alive after a huge tidal surge hit 
parts of the county leaving dozens 
of homes flooded. 

Thousands of sandbags were pro¬ 
vided at pick-up points in the most 
threatened areas and emergency 
rest centres set up in leisure centres 
for the hundreds of people evacuat¬ 
ed from their homes ahead of the 
surge in the early hours of Friday. 

Severe weather warnings - 
meaning danger to life and proper¬ 
ty - were put in place in areas in¬ 
cluding Sandwich and Medway. 

On Thursday night, a number of 
homes in Seasalter, near Whitsta- 
ble, were evacuated, as were resi¬ 


dents in Sandwich, 

But widespread chaos failed to 
materialise - it was predicted to be 
the worst such surge in 30 years 
with floods likened to those of 1953 
which devastated the east coast - 
and for many it passed by without 
incident. Others, however, were not 
so lucky and were left facing a ma¬ 
jor clear-up operation. 

People living in Faversham, Sand¬ 
wich and parts of Medway re¬ 
ported flooded streets and 
the Environment Agency 
said there were more than 
35 flooded properties. 

A second, anticipated, 
surge coincided with the 
high tide on Friday after 
noon, but passed off with¬ 
out incident. 

However, Dover Coast¬ 
guard rescued two ba¬ 
bies in pushchairs after 


they were hit by a large wave on 
Louisa Bay in Broadstairs caused by 
the surge. 

Otherwise, emergency services 
failed to receive the deluge of calls 
expected. 

And so the clear-up began. 

The Secret Gardens of Sandwich 
- or Salutation Gardens - was badly 
hit, with an estimated £100,000 of 
damage. 

The popular at¬ 
traction holds one of 
the biggest private 
collections of plants 
in the country. 

Head gardener 
Steve Edney said 
on Friday: “The 
working area of 
the garden is 
completely un¬ 
der water, so 
workshops, heat¬ 


ed greenhouses, sheds and plants. 

“A bridge in the garden has been 
uprooted and pushed into a tree. 
There are benches all over the place 
and under water. 

“One shed has been uprooted and 
tipped to one side. It’s got mowers 
and choppers in there.” 

Authorities thanked people for 
the “great community spirit” and 
began stepping down precautions 
that were in place on Friday. 

Paul Watkins, leader of Dover 
District Council, one of the districts 
at risk of flooding, said: “We would 
like to say a big thank you to the lo¬ 
cal community and to all our part¬ 
ner agencies who have worked to¬ 
gether so well during this 
emergency.” 

The Environment Agency had 
teams out in force inspecting and 
repairing damaged sections of walls 
and banks. 
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Police remind parents of online chat dangers 


A 26-year-old man from East Sussex will appear in 
court later this month to face charges of rape and 
grooming. 

Joseph Bell, from North Street in St Leonards-on-Sea, 
was remanded in custody by magistrates in Maidstone 
on November 30. 

He is alleged to have contacted a 14-year-old girl on 
a social media website and then met her in the 


Tunbridge Wells area. He faces three charges of rape. 

Mr Bell is also charged with a count of assault against 
a 16-year-old boy. 

He is scheduled to appear before Maidstone Crown 
Court on December 20. 

Police have reminded parents to speak to their 
children about the perils of meeting people they meet 
online. 


As train fares are pegged 
back, details of timetable 
over Christmas revealed 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


RAIL commuters are being urged to 
check on train times over the com¬ 
ing weeks, after Southeastern un¬ 
veiled its new timetable - and con¬ 
firmed its services over the festive 
period. 

The network will see final trains 
on Christmas Eve leave London ter¬ 
minals between 7.30pm and 8pm. 

There will then be no service on 
Christmas Day or Boxing Day, with 
the exception of special half-hourly 
services between Ashford and St 
Pancras on Boxing Day. There will 
also be free parking at both Ashford 
and Ebbsfleet on that day. 

And, as normal, there will be ex¬ 
tra late-night services running on 
New Year’s Eve into the early hours 
of New Year’s Day to bring home 
revellers. 

There will be no services through 
Gravesend for 15 days between De¬ 
cember 22 and January 6. This is to 
allow Network Rail to undertake a 



SERVICES: Don't miss the last train 

£19 million upgrade of the station. 

Southeastern’s new train timeta¬ 
ble will come into force this Sunday. 

The new timetable includes minor 
changes for what the train operator 
says will “improve connection times 


and punctuality”. It follows on from 
the tweaked ‘leaf’ timetable, de¬ 
signed to combat delays caused by 
the annual problem of ‘leaves on the 
line’. 

Alison Nolan, a spokesperson for 
Southeastern, said: “The bulk of the 
changes apply to the Sunday service 
and we’ll be running a couple of ad¬ 
ditional services, including some 
later trains home in the evenings. 

“We encourage all our passengers 
to check for changes to their train 
times by picking up a new timetable 
from our stations, from our website 
or National Rail Enquiries.” 

There was some good news, how¬ 
ever, in the Chancellor’s autumn 
statement this week. It pegged back 
rail increases, insisting ticket prices 
had to rise in line with inflation. 

Previously, operators were able to 
go as high as 1 per cent above the 
Retail Price Index. 

Southeastern says the new fares 
will be revealed later this month, 
once it has adjusted them in line 
with the new regulations. They 
come into force on January 2. 



SAVED : MIU will stay open after March 

Threatened 
injury unit is 
given reprieve 

FAVERSHAM’s minor injury unit has 
been thrown a lifeline after health chiefs 
agreed to a further consultation on 
controversial plans to close it next 
March. 

It follows a meeting by Kent’s health 
overview and scrutiny committee 
(HOSC). Its members asked for the 
decision to shut the service to be put on 
hold while the matter is consulted on 
further. 

Dr Mark Jones, clinical chair of the 
NHS Canterbury and Coastal Clinical 
Commissioning Group CCG, said: “We 
have agreed to do everything in our 
power to keep Faversham MIU open 
beyond the end of March 2014 to allow 
further consultation with the people of 
Faversham, councillors and the local MP. 

“We will be talking to the current 
provider of the minor injuries unit in 
Faversham about their ability to 
continue the service beyond the end of 
March 2014 to allow this further 
consultation.” 

The CCG previously said it had little 
choice but to close the unit after efforts 
to find someone to take over the 
contract after March proved fruitless. 

Campaigners fighting to stop the 
closure were pleased but warned 
against the CCG making “empty 
promises”. 



TODAY: Dry with some sun and variable 
cloud. Gentle winds. Max temp 8-11C 
(46-52F). TONIGHT: Dry with clear 
spells at times. Min temp 4-7C (39-45F). 

TODAY’S HIGH TIDE (Metres) 

Dover 02.25 6.6 14.56 6.3 


Margate 03.16 
St Mary’s 08.23 

4.7 16.00 4.6 

5.5.20.51 5.1 

WEEK AHEAD 

d§ Monday 

Max 10C 

Min 4C 

dS? Tuesday 

Max 9C 

Min 3C 

d$£ Wednesday 

Max 8C 

Min 3C 

d5? Thursday 

Max 10C 

Min 4C 

dS 3 Friday 

Max 9C 

Min 3C 

dS 3 Saturday 

Max 9C 

Min 4C 



X Factor's Dermot to 
host charity auction 

X FACTOR presenter Dermot O’Leary will have 
no time to rest after the much-anticipated series 
final later this month as he prepares to shoot down 
to Kent to host a charity auction in aid of a school 
for children with disabilities. 

Organised by Mayor of Broadstairs and St 
Peter’s Rosalind Binks and Frank Thorley from 
Thorley Taverns, the fund-raising dinner, at the 
Pavilion on December 18, will see guests bid 
money in the hope of bagging one of the unique 
and exciting prizes on offer. 

All proceeds will go towards IT equipment and 
a new minibus for the Foreland School, in 
Broadstairs, which looks after children with 
profound, severe and complex difficulties such as 
cerebral palsy, Down’s syndrome and autism. 

Cllr Binks said: “Every day they face bigger 
challenges than most of us will ever know. The 
school and its staff do a fantastic job, helping them 
learn and live a fuller life. But they need special 
equipment and that doesn’t come cheap.” 


Trio on bail after cops 
smash drugs factory 

THREE men have been arrested after police 
uncovered a cannabis factory generating drugs 
with a street value of some £23,000. 

Officers discovered about 58 cannabis plants 
under specialist lighting at a building in Windmill 
Street. 

A 32-year-old Gravesend man, along with a 
27- and 29-year-old, both from Essex, were 
arrested on suspicion of production of cannabis 
and suspicion of possession with intent to supply 
both class A and B drugs. 

All three have been bailed until February 10 
pending further enquiries. 

PC Adrian Parsons, Gravesend drugs liaison 
officer, said: “Although this factory was 
discovered by police officers on foot patrol in the 
town, this is a good example of how the public can 
help us to deal with these types of properties. 

“If you smell what you believe to be cannabis 
growing, just as we did on the night, then we 
would encourage you to report it to us.” 


Funeral for pensioner 
found dead in shop 

FRIENDS and family bid their final farewell to a 
pensioner found dead in a Chatham shop on 
Friday. 

The body of Harjit Chaggar, 69, was found in 
the basement of a food shop in Luton Road in 
September, almost two weeks after her family had 
reported her missing. 

She had last been seen alive on September 2 in 
the Luton Arches area. Her body was found on 
September 14. 

It sparked a major police investigation into her 
death. 

Three people have been charged with her 
murder and await trial. All three worked in the 
Sani Globe shop where her body was found. They 
have all been remanded in custody. 

The shop has subsequently shut and been 
taken over by new owners. 

Her funeral service took place at the Sikh 
temple in Rochester before her cremation at 
Medway Crematorium. 
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agenda 


What will make next week’s headlines... 


Search steps up to find 
top cop to lead force 


Plans for giant business 
park by M20 go on show 


THE search for the top cop who will 
take on the huge challenge of 
leading Kent Police gathers pace 
this week as contenders prepare for 
a grilling by Police and Crime 
Commissioner Ann Barnes in the 
first round of interviews. 

Outgoing Chief Constable Ian 
Learmonth announced in October 
that he would be retiring in 


January after three years at the 
helm of the county’s force. 

Mrs Barnes will be holding 
interviews on Tuesday and 
Wednesday in the hope of filling 
the position by January. 

In an in-depth profile interview 
with KoS last week, the PCC 
confirmed the shortlist consists of 
just men, which she admitted she 



was disappointed about. 

Chief Con Learmonth took over 
from Mike Fuller in 2010. 
Announcing his decision, he said: 
“The force has the best officers and 
staff I have ever come across.” 


PLANS for a giant commercial 
business park by junction eight 
of the M20 at Maidstone are 
being unveiled to the public on 
Tuesday. 

The proposals by development 
firm Roxhill could secure 600 
jobs at the 500,000 sq ft site, 
which sits between the M20 
and A20, an area identified as a 
strategic location for business 


growth and development. 

The park would provide 
employment space, including 
the potential for large-scale 
warehousing, manufacturing 
and offices. 

Roxhill is holding a public 
exhibition to gauge public 
feeling at the Mecure Maidstone 
Great Danes Hotel from 
3pm-8pm on Tuesday. 


also 


More firefighter strikes 


Shake-up at County Hall 


Hunt for foster carers 


Lengthy road journeys 

DRIVERS using the A2 between Brenley 
Corner and Canterbury from Monday are 
being warned of lengthy diversions as 
resurfacing work is carried out that could 
add up to 40 minutes to journeys. 

The A2 will be closed overnight, 
8pm-6am, from December 9-18. 


FIRE crews will walk out on strike again on 
Friday and Saturday as part of the latest 
industrial action in a row over pensions. 

The strikes will take place between 6pm 
and 10pm on both evenings. 

Emergency calls will be answered, but 
there will be a reduced service. 


COUNTY Hall chiefs will unveil a proposed 
new directorate structure at a full Kent 
County Council meeting on Thursday. 

The drastic move is a result of further 
spending cuts and involves the creation of 
four new directorates to run KCC services, 
consolidating current departments. 


THE desperate search for more foster 
carers steps up a gear this week with a 
special information event in Maidstone. 

It forms part of a major drive to find 
families for vulnerable children. 

KCC hopes potential carers will attend 
Tuesday’s event at 7pm, Oakwood House. 



Whitefriars 


Canterbury East 


A28 

Margate 


A290 

Whitstable 


Westgate 


A 2/M 2 

London 


Cathedral 


A25 

Sandwich 


A2050 

Dover 


A28 

Ashford 


Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th December 2013 


❖ Jewellery 

❖ Christmas Gifts 

❖ Wine for Fine Dining 


Kentish Cheeses 
Health Drinks 
Chocolate Decorations 


k Award Winning Fudge 
k Pieman Festive Pies 
k Specialist Usual Whiskies 


❖ Farmhouse Kitchen Chilli Chutneys 

❖ Ciders with Mulled Warm Cider 

❖ PLUS many more... 


for arfu^^getaVlefesti^^reat 

Saturday 14th December 9:30am - 5:30pm 
Sunday 15th December 10:30am - 4:30pm 

Whilst enjoying the market why not pop in to 
Lenleys for an exclusive preview of the Winter Sale, 
also see Umbermaster Kitchens featuring cooking 
demonstrations from Miele and Siemens 

25-34 Roper Road, Canterbury CT2 7EL 
01227 766655 www.lenleys.co.uk 


LENLE/s 
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The most energy efficient available 


Offered as standard (where applicable) 


SAVE ENERGY! 


SAVE MORE MONEY! 


Our 'A'-rated triple glazed windows are so efficient,; they save you money on your heating bills!! 








Britelite's UDG 


Britelite Triple Glazed 

f 1 r -: k I ! 


Composite front doors, 

Fully installed inc. VAT _ 


7 windows, 7 openers, total up to 
7 sq metres Installed inc VAT 


SENSATIONAL 

BRITELITE FEATURES! 

zrtpte glazed windows. O he,i cha, ^ 


advertised prices! There are no 


A-rated triple glazed windows 
offered as standard 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


m 


Offering the best in energy efficiency 


(7 Low 'E' Heat Retaining Glass 


For easy exit in an emergency 


Choose from Gold, White or black at no extra cost 


‘4gTnT 


Because we are so confident with the security of our products 


ritelit 
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Profile 



Sporting ambition amid 
the corridors of power 


She grew up on a tough northern council estate and brought 
up by a string of strong female role models. Little wonder MP 
Helen Grant has never taken ‘no’ for an answer in life. Now a 
junior minister, Marijke Cox finds out just what makes her 
tick and just why she nearly kissed the Prime Minister... 


W HATEVER your po¬ 
litical persuasion, 
you cannot help 
but be rather im¬ 
pressed by the me¬ 
teoric rise of Helen Grant. 

Raised by a single mother in a 
tough northern council estate, and 
bullied for the colour of her skin, 
she is the living embodiment of social 
mobility. 

A former card-carrying member of 
the Labour Party, she now holds the 
distinction of being the Conservative 
Party’s first black female MP and now 
a junior minister. 

What’s more, she embarks on a 
Westminster career having founded 
her own legal practice in Surrey, a 
core component of which was tack¬ 
ling the issue of domestic abuse. 

She’s also raised a family - with 
two grown-up sons in which she is 
clearly very proud. 

All this and she’s still just 52. 


In short, she is a powerful, success¬ 
ful career woman in a world where, 
put bluntly, white men still dominate. 

Yet she remains something of an 
enigma in the county she represents; 
dogged by a sluggishness to live in her 
constituency and some headline¬ 
grabbing issues with regard the 
thorny issue of expenses. 

Just last month, she was left red¬ 
faced when she was unable to answer 
five simple sports trivia questions 
during a media interview at Maid¬ 


stone Hockey Club - one of which saw 
her think the town’s football club 
only left the Football League last year. 
In fact it was 21 years ago. 

Perhaps it was a little unfair to put 
her on the spot. 

But, unlike so many other MPs, she 
prefers to speak to the media via the 
PR team she surrounds herself with. 

The result is direct contact is rare. 

Her quick rise through Westminster 
combined with her commitments in 
Maidstone, she explains to KoS, is the 


real reason she is often unattainable. 

Today, however, we have been 
granted face-to-face access at her of¬ 
fices deep within the labyrinth of the 
Department for Culture, Media and 
Sport - just a short hop across the 
road from the House of Commons, 

Her office is large; her desk at its 
head, a large conference table stretch¬ 
es down one side. On the other, an 
area with sofas and comfortable 
chairs, in which we find ourselves 
perched. 


Out of the window the familiar face 
of Big Ben peers around the corner. 

She is immaculately presented, 
bright, friendly and articulate. 

Pressing her on the more conten¬ 
tious subjects, however, and you get a 
glimpse of the steel which has no 
doubt helped propel her through the 
ranks. She becomes visibly fractious. 

But then she admits that, while 
enjoying the job, the last 18 months 
or so have not been easy. 

Receiving her first government 
appointment just two years after be¬ 
ing elected in 2010, she was given the 
dual role of minister for justice as well 
as women and equalities. 

In the second Cabinet reshuffle in 
October this year, she retained the 
equalities brief and was given the role 
of minister for sport and tourism. 

For Mrs Grant, a self-confessed 
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IN OFFICE : Helen Grant replaced Ann Widdecombe (pictured). Above right, she watches David Cameron 


sports nut and former under-16 judo 
champion for the north of England 
and southern Scotland, it was some¬ 
thing of a coup. 

But her quick rise as one of David 
Cameron’s A-listers has led to scorn, 
with political rivals - not without an 
agenda, of course, with the General 
Election around the corner - claim¬ 
ing she is a career politician and 
neglecting her constituency of Maid¬ 
stone and the Weald. 

She remains unfazed, however, in¬ 
stead pointing out that she has fully 
embraced life in the county, uproot¬ 
ing her family from their former 
home near Reigate, including her 
72-year-old mother, who sold her 
house to move to Kent. 

“I don’t think I’ve neglected my 
constituency due to the ministerial 
appointments because that’s the rea¬ 
son why you work round the clock - 
to make sure you don’t,” she explains. 

“There are a lot of issues within my 
portfolio that I think are good for 
my constituency, and many of my 
constituents seem proud of the fact 
their MP has been promoted.” 

F ollowing in the footsteps of 
the sometimes fierce Ann 
Widdecombe, who stepped 
down, Mrs Grant’s 2010 suc¬ 
cess, saw her see off a tough and hot¬ 
ly-tipped challenge by the Liberal 
Democrats. She also become the Con¬ 
servative’s first ever black female MP. 

“It doesn’t grate that it’s always 
mentioned,” she says. 

“I’m Helen, I’m me, I’ve always 
looked like this. I like the colour of my 
skin and I’ve never not liked it. 

“I don’t think it has hindered me or 
helped me; for me it’s a non-issue. 

“The important issue is who I am; 
that I’m good and true and look after 
my constituents - that really is all 
that should matter. 

“I suppose on the positive side, 
where it might do some good, is it’s 
broken down one of those glass ceil¬ 
ings - it’s shattered now I’m through 
- yes, the first black female Tory MP. 

“I think it’s for the people’s good, for 
the good of our country; the face of 
modern Britain. 

“You should seek to represent the 
society that you aim to look after and 
if there is no diversity at all in Parlia¬ 
ment, that can’t be good. If it was just 
full of men, no women, no diversity, 
that’s not good for Britain.” 

Perhaps it is a sad sign of how we 
perceive success, but there remains a 
waft of positive discrimination for 
Mrs Grant’s climb through the Tory 
ranks. 

Certainly, she is very in keeping 
with David Cameron’s new-look Con¬ 
servatives - taking a conscious step 
away from the perception of the 
Tories being an all-boys club of white, 
middle to upper-class men. 

Growing up on the Raffles estate - 
a once notorious council housing 
development in Carlisle, Cumbria - 
Mrs Grant’s own upbringing was, af¬ 
ter all, in stark contrast to such a 
background. 

Raised by her mother, grandmoth¬ 
er and great-grandmother after her 
parents separated (she admits to only 
developing a relationship with her 
father when she was older), it was 
this strong, matriarchal upbringing 
which would ignite a fire in her to 
challenge the political stereotypes. 

“Some people have written about 
me in the past and given the impres¬ 
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sion it must have been awful growing 
up on a council estate, but it wasn’t 
awful, it was fine,” she said. 

“I had a really happy, healthy child¬ 
hood. I was born in London, but my 
mother moved me to Carlisle when I 
was a baby. There was an awful lot of 
community spirit about the place.” 

She was tough too. Growing up in 
the 1970s, the colour of her skin bought 
her unwanted attention from bullies. 
She simply stood up to them - learn¬ 
ing judo as a method of self-defence. 

She adds: “There wasn’t a lot of 
money, but there was a lot of love and 
aspiration. 

kk I’m Helen, I’m me, 
I’ve always looked like 
this. I like the colour of 
my skin and I’ve never 
not liked it. I don’t 
think it has hindered 
me or helped me J J 


Helen Grant, on being the first 
black female Tory MP 
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Games has delivered 
legacy but women in 
sport are still lacking 


“It was a very strong matriarchal 
family, everybody worked: my mum 
was a nurse and my grandmother a 
sister. When I came home from school 
the expectation was that I got on with 
homework and then I went out to 
play... that was the order. 

“There was a very high expectation 
of work and study and I suppose 
working hard and aiming high was 
the philosophy in the household.” 

There’s no denying Mrs Grant has 
used that philosophy to get where she 
is today. 

After setting up a legal firm in 
Croydon in 1996 with her husband, 
Simon, she admitted she soon needed 
a new challenge. 

“It must have been around 2004,” 
she remembers, 

“I’d been a solicitor for a number of 
years, I’d had my children, I’d built 
my own practice up and the firm was 
doing well, the boys were no longer 
babies. You get to the point where you 
think, I’ve achieved the goals I set and 
I’m not old yet. 

“Do I coast, have an easy life and 
keep going, or do I take stock and set 
myself a new set of goals? 

“So it was just a matter of what next 
and that’s where politics came in.” 

Despite it being a traditionally safe 


seat, it was to be a close race with few 
able to call it between Mrs Grant and 
high-profile activist Peter Carroll, the 
popular Lib Dem behind the hugely 
successful Gurkha justice campaign. 

But on polling day, there was little 
doubt who the people wanted with 
Mrs Grant securing 48 per cent of the 
vote and Mr Carroll 36 per cent. 

S he admits while she hadn’t 
been particularly party politi¬ 
cal before her parliamentary 
quest, she had always held 
strong views. 

Her mother was a campaigner who 
set up the first women’s refuge in 
Carlisle and although Mrs Grant in¬ 
sists her mother did not align herself 
to any particular party, this fight for 
justice must have rubbed off on her 
impressionable shoulders. 

But the Conservatives were not her 
first port of call. Instead she “took a 
look” at the Labour Party. 

Attempting to skirt the issue, she 
quickly points out it wasn’t for her 
before swiftly moving the focus onto 
her passion for the Tories. 

She was, however, a member of 
Tony Blair’s party. A big step for sim¬ 
ply ‘taking a look’ some might argue. 
“Some like to build it up, but it was 


kk There was a very 
high expectation of 
work and study and I 
suppose working hard 
and aiming high was 
the philosophy in the 
household ff 


Helen Grant, 

on her childhood 

just for a few months. It was a mis¬ 
take,” she said. 

“Fundamentally, I’m a Conserva¬ 
tive. It was when David Cameron was 
elected leader of the party I heard him 
deliver a speech in which he spoke 
about things I could relate to, about 
there being a whole generation of 
people out there who worked hard, 
who wanted to do well for themselves 
and their families, but also believed in 
social justice. 

“I remember saying to my husband 
‘he’s talking about us’. 

“I believe in low taxes, being tough 
on crime, strong families, personal 
freedom, business doing well - that’s 
how I think. 

“Those are Conservative principles 
and values and essentially what I 
made a mistake on was, at the time, 
the Labour Party was holding itself 
out to be the party of social justice. 

“I looked into it in a bit more detail 
- and you can’t always do that unless 
you get inside. 

“I quickly became disillusioned, felt 
they talked the talk, but didn’t walk 
the walk. It just didn’t feel right.” 

And so she turned her back on poli¬ 
tics until that speech by Mr Cameron, 
when he became leader, which made 
her “ears prick up”. 

But clinching victory in 2010 was 
only the beginning of some very 
tough tests. 

In November 2012, after the cele¬ 
bration of receiving a ministerial 
appointment, she was lambasted for 
claiming the maximum expenses for 
a second home in London, despite 
having a £1.8 million house in King- 
swood, near Reigate, just 19 miles 
from Parliament. 

Under House of Commons rules, 
Maidstone is outside the commuter 
belt meaning she can claim expenses 
for rent on a London flat. 

Reigate, on the other hand, was not. 

With a populace - and media - 
ultra sensitive about MPs’ expenses, 
she was dragged into the row. 

Even now, talking about what was 
perceived as an expenses scandal, she 
visibly bristles and her demeanour 
changes quite dramatically. 

But with taxpayers having to tight¬ 
en their belts in these austere times - 
and unlikely to be able to afford a 
£1.8m home - few are likely to sym¬ 
pathise and will question why she 
couldn’t simply travel the 19 miles 
from Reigate. 

Legally, she stresses, and according 
to the Independent Parliamentary 
Standards Authority (Ipsa), she had 
done no wrong. 

“I acted in accordance with the 
letter of the law and the spirit of the 
law,” she explained. “I’ve been a law¬ 
yer for 23 years, I don’t want to do 
anything wrong, and I wouldn’t. 

“The situation was that when I 
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AS important as the winning of 
medals at the London 2012 
Games, was the legacy it would 
leave behind. 

It was a word that became 
synonymous with the spectacle; 
hopes were it would spark a 
passion for sport and with it a 
surge in the number of people 
taking up physical activity and 
competitive games. 

But a little over one year on and 
questions have been raised as to 
whether that dream of a legacy is 
being realised. 

A parliamentary report by the 
House of Lords select committee 
on Olympic and Paralympic 
legacy published last month, 
said while the Games were an 
“outstanding success” the legacy 
benefits were “in danger of 
faltering”. 

The report found little evidence 
of increased participation in 
sport and stated there was a 
“lack of clear ownership of legacy 
as a whole”. 

But sports minister Helen 
Grant said she believed the 
legacy was in fact living up to 
what is expected. 

“Generally in terms of legacy 
participation, of course, is one of 
the big elements and if you look 
at the data and stats more people, 
women and men, are participat¬ 
ing in sport far more than they 
did before we bid for the 2012 
Olympic Games -1 think the 
uptake has been noticeable,” 
she said. 

“I think there are issues in 
terms of women in sport. Fewer 
women participate. 

“One of my priorities is to 
reduce that differential by 2022, 
which will be 10 years since the 
London Games, to get more 
women doing sport and there 
are a number of things that are 
happening in relation to that. 


“Sport England is investing a 
lot of money into it, we’ve also got 
the school sports premium and 
school games programme which 
aim to encourage girls and boys 
to participate in sport at school 
and hopefully if they do that at 
school, they will keep doing sport 
in life.” 

Sport England is investing 
millions of pounds into a new pilot 
based in Bury aimed at increas¬ 
ing the number of women taking 
part in sport and physical activity. 

Over the next 12 months, a 
range of activities taking into 
account some of the issues 
women face, including social 
motivations, peer pressure and 
body image, will be made 
available at parks and leisure 
centres. 

“They are looking at ‘what are 
the elements that stop women 
from doing sport?’ and looking at 
how to deal with those barriers 
and hurdles,” said Mrs Grant. 

“They are literally listening to 
what women want and giving it 
to them, whether it’s a zumba 
class or a game of rounders 
after they’ve taken their children 
to school. 

“There’s also satellite commu¬ 
nity sports clubs that have been 
set up, there’s 100 that are girls 
only, and again the aim is to 
bridge the link between kids 
doing sport at school and then 
the drop-off that happens when 
they leave school and go into 
the community. So it’s bridging 
that gap. 

“So there’s a lot that’s 
happening in terms of participa¬ 
tion and it’s going in the right 
direction and we want to keep 
that momentum going.” 

She vowed that, with her 
sporting background, she has the 
experience and credibility to be 
a good champion for sport. 
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became MP we still had a house in 
Kingswood. The market had been 
absolutely dreadful and I hadn’t been 
able to sell it. 

“But I was selected to represent the 
Maidstone seat so my family started 
to move to Kent, with the result that 
my mother sold her house in Kings¬ 
wood which was next to me. 

“We moved my son to Kent, he was 
at Maidstone Grammar School - the 
only thing I had stopping me leaving 
was a house and you can’t just up and 
leave it. I also couldn’t let the house 
out because of the mortgage terms. 

“Therefore, I was commuting ei¬ 
ther from Kent, where I was staying 
with my Mum, or from Kingswood 
where I stayed in the existing house, 
but it varied depending on what was 
going on. 

“I’m allowed, because I’m a Kent 
MP with my mother and my son in 
the constituency, to have a home in 
London. 

“I told Ipsa of the situation. They 
were well aware of the fact I still 
owned a house in Kingswood which 
could have been sold at any point and 
they said you’re absolutely allowed to 
take a place in London, so therefore I 
was living mainly in the place in 
London, having to check the house in 
Kingswood - obviously because I 
couldn’t desert it - and then the rest is 
history; you heard what they said in 
the media. 

“I can’t even remember the logic of 
their argument, but all I know is that 
I checked it was allowed. 

“I have not been reprimanded by 
anybody - I have a letter from Ipsa 
saying I have acted correctly. 

“I no longer have the property in 
London because of all the fuss. I now 
have rented a property in the constit¬ 
uency, I have a place in Marden, and 
that’s the end of the story.” 

Mrs Grant is evidently still a little 
bruised from her experience. 

“It bothers me that it keeps coming 
up because of the injustice of it,” she 
said. 

“I don’t like injustice and how it 
was presented in the press, that hurt, 
because I checked everything. 

“Most MPs who aren’t London MPs 


live in London Monday to Thursday. 

“Not every MP is able to go home 
every night; most don’t, most are 
here. That is the norm. 

“At the weekend, unless I have to 
do something up here in London, or 
I’m away, we have this lovely cottage 
in Marden and I stay there. 

“When I’m not there I stay at my 
mum’s in Sutton Valence, so I have 
got a home, but as a minister I do 
have to often be up here as well and 
elsewhere, that’s the reality of it.” 

I t’s a touchy subject, but when we 
move onto her new role as sports 
and tourism minister, her warm 
demeanour returns. 

She admits, laughing, that she al¬ 
most kissed the Prime Minister when 
he announced her as sports minister, 
taking over from Faversham and 
Mid-Kent MP, Hugh Robertson, who 
was promoted to minister of state in 
the foreign and commonwealth office 
“I just couldn’t believe it and I real¬ 
ly do feel that I’ve got the best job in 
government,” she says. 

“At school I was a sporting nut I 


suppose, it was my thing. I knew from 
a very early age - probably five or six 
- that I was good at it. 

“I was a very fast runner and I used 
to win all my school sports races. That 
was very good for me as it gave me my 
self-confidence and self-esteem. 

“Early on, to be perfectly honest, I 
wasn’t particularly academic. 

“I loved sport, I preferred to go out 
and run around on a hockey pitch or 
running track rather than sitting 
down and reading, but I think it was 
one of the things that sport did for me. 

“I enjoyed the discipline of learning 
and practice. That confidence which 
came from sport effectively spilled 
over into my academic subjects.” 

The idea of law came to her in her 
teens. 

“I don’t like injustice at all and it 
just seemed something I felt I might 
be able to contribute to. 

“So I decided then that I might 
want to be a lawyer, pursued that 
course, did well at my A-levels and 
went onto university.” 

After the University of Hull she 
went on to Guildford law school. 


Completing her training back in 
Carlisle, she joined a law firm in 
Covent Garden specialising in medi¬ 
cal negligence. 

“I enjoyed it, I learned how to liti¬ 
gate well, but found it very narrow 
because you’re really just represent¬ 
ing doctors and dentists. 

“When law really came alive for me 
was when I joined a small general 
practice in Wimbledon and I was 
doing everything - conveyancing 

k k I enjoyed the 
discipline of learning 
and practice. That 
confidence which came 
from sport spilled over 
into my academic 
subjects ff 


Helen Grant, on the influence of 
sport on her early life 


work, matrimonial work, divorces, 
family - and that’s when I first be¬ 
cause very interested in domestic 
violence, which is something very 
close to my heart.” 

Growing up with a strong-minded 
mother, who reached out to help 
others, was something which formed 
the basis of this passion. 

“My mother set up the first women’s 
refuge in Carlisle with some other 
women and I remember being about 
10 and going to the refuge with her. 

“I’d sit at a big old brown table pre¬ 
tending to be getting on with my 
homework and I’d see her surrounded 
by women and children who had 
been beaten up. They often had black 
eyes, no self-esteem, no confidence, 
nowhere to go, and I would see what 
she and others were able to do and 
that obviously had an effect. 

“So when I got stuck into family 
law, domestic violence and looking 
after women and children was some¬ 
thing I really enjoyed doing, and it 
remains a deep interest, a passion for 
me even now. 

“I think the skills you pick up as a 
lawyer are very transferable. 

“As an MP you have to be able to 
prioritise, communicate, campaign, 
and you have to do the same as a 
lawyer so I’ve found that very useful 
indeed and continue to.” 

But what of her constituents? Do 
they have faith in her to fight their 
battles? Or as a minister are her 
hands now tied by the party whip? 

“I will continue to work very hard 
and do the best for my constituents,” 
she said. 

“It’s up to the electorate what they 
would like to do. Hopefully, they will 
vote for me in 2015, but I intend to 
just work hard and continue to help 
people campaign well and we’ll see 
what happens.” 

At the centre of her busy life, how¬ 
ever, is her family. 

She admits she wouldn’t have been 
able to achieve what she has without 
the backing of a very supportive fam¬ 
ily - including her son Ben, a Royal 
Marine Commander, and other son 
Joel, a student at the University of 
Kent in Canterbury. 

“I couldn’t have done it without 
them. I have a fantastic mother still 
and a fantastic husband and sons.” 


Uiap THREAT NO LAUGHING MATTER 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS WITH HISLOP 


IN recent decades the fight for power has 
remained primarily between the three main 
political parties: Labour, the Conservatives 
and the Lib Dems. 

The Tories, however, have retained their 
hold over the county. It currently represents 
all parliamentary seats in Kent and the 
majority of the district and borough 
councils. 

But a new contender is 
emerging in the form of 
right-wing party Ukip. 

Led by Nigel Farage, from 
Westerham, the party has 
done more than ruffle a few 
feathers in the Tory camp. 

Taking 17 seats in the Kent 
County Council elections in 
May, the party became opposition 
on the Conservative-led council, with 
a few of its members former Tory activists. 

And with disillusioned Conservative 
voters switching to Ukip, there’s no denying 
they are a threat in the 2015 General 
Election. 

Helen Grant admits her party can’t be 


complacent to Ukip’s rise in popularity. 

“I don’t think they can be ignored and I 
think we’ve got to work hard indeed to bring 
back some Conservative supporters that 
have gone to Ukip,” she said. 

“We mustn’t be complacent about the 
matter, but a vote for Ukip in many ways is a 
vote for Labour and at the end of the 
It day do the people of Kent want 

\ Ed Miliband and Ed Balls in or 

Jk do they want George 

Osborne and David Cam- 
K • eron? 

“Because that’s how it is. 
“It’s a bit different, granted, 
at council level, but that’s 
f what will happen at the end of 
the day and I like to think that 
we want David Cameron and 
George Osborne to continue to lead 
and drive our country and continue with the 
good work in terms of deficit reduction and 
getting our country back on it’s feet again 
that we’ve started. 

“But no, there’s certainly no complacency 
and there is work to be done.” 



FROM being grilled by Have I Got News 
For You panellist and Private Eye editor Ian 
Hislop (who lives in nearby Sissinghurst), to 
coming under the fierce glare of the 
electorate, Helen Grant said fighting to 
become a candidate to stand in the 2010 
election was a hard enough task in itself. 

And despite her brief dalliance 
with Labour, she knew the 
Conservative Party was the 
one she wanted to represent. 

“I joined the Conservative 
Party, I liked it -1 thought 


‘I’m home 5 , the principles 
and values fit - so I decided 
to become a candidate and 
stand which I never did for 
Labour,” she said. 

“There’s a big difference there; 
the big decision is committing your 
life and saying I am going to be a Member 
of Parliament for that party. 

“And so I did, I wanted to do it. 

“I applied for seats in Sutton and Cheam, 
and Hammersmith was another. Third time 
lucky, I applied for Maidstone and I won.” 



But it was no easy task, she said. 

“You get to know the seat, you learn about 
the issues and then you go through a 
rigorous selection process where they want 
to see how you relate to people. 

“You have make a speech, answer a lot of 
questions, do a session on the doorstep, 

canvassing, so they can see how you 
relate to the community. 

“I had to meet with commu¬ 
nity groups and the big event 
- the final -1 had to do an 
interview with Ian Hislop. 

4 “He grilled me in front of 
all the members and then I 
had to give another speech, 
and another speech, then 
more questions. It was a long 
process over about three weeks.” 

But was it worth it? 

“Definitely,” she says, “I was delighted 
-over the moon.” 

After being selected, she went on to take 
48 per cent of the vote in the 2010 General 
Election and a place in Westminster, tipped 
as a political star of the future. 
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Mercedes-Benz 


Mercedes Benz Van Service Contracts 

Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle. More Flexibility, Service and Care. 

We know it’s important for you to be able to plan financially - and that unexpected 
servicing and repair costs are something you’d rather do without. 

Mercedes-Benz Commercial Vehicles is helping to make the lives of its customers easier 
this year; ensuring they’re protected against the rising cost of vehicle maintenance. 

With a Mercedes-Benz Service Contract, customers are left with peace of mind in 
the knowledge their vehicle is being maintained to the highest standards, by qualified 
technicians using Mercedes-Benz GenuineParts - all at an affordable rate. 

With a Service Contract the upkeep of your vehicle is now one less thing to worry 
about. 



So, what does a complete care service package cover? 


Routine service labour costs 
Routine service parts 
Routine service lubricants 
Front and rear brake pads 

Front and rear brake discs (including brake cleaner) 

Fl y wheel 

Clutch friction material 
Release bearings 
Worn centre plate 

Wiper blade if required during maintenance service 
MOT test fees (vehicles under 3.5 tonnes or plated to under 3.5 tonnes) 

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront) 

Repair or replacement of engine 
Repair or replacement of gear box 
Repair or replacement of rear axle 

Repair or replacement of all other mechanical componants 
Repair or replacement of computing management system 
Repair or replacement of all other electrical components 
Emergency road side assistance 

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer 
Extension to contract life available 
Fast track preferential authorisation and processing 
Monthly paid contract 
Prepaid contract 

Provision of replacement vehicle + □ 


Tyres 

□ 

Refrigeration units 

□ 

UK & Continental cover 

□ 

Ministry inspections (vehicles over 3.5 tonnes) 

■ 

Available on any vehicle age 

■ 


■ Standard cover 
□ Optional cover 

A Covered for first 3 years under vehicle warranty 

Call us today and ask for either Tracy Pearson 
or Peter Ollive to find out more . 

www.sparshatts.co.uk 
0844 3961122 
www.sparshatts.co.uk 

Ashford Dartford Sittingbourne Tonbridge 
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In focus 


A contentious paper 
published by KCC on 
homelessness brought 
on by the Coalition’s 
cuts to benefits has 
been withdrawn by 
county council leader 
Paul Carter... but why, 
asks Marijke Cox? 


A RED-FACED Paul Carter was this 
week facing fierce scrutiny after 
pulling a controversial report 
which was poised to reveal the 
worrying impact of the Govern¬ 
ment-led welfare reforms on the county. 

In an embarrassing move, the Kent County 
Council leader withdrew the paper - due to be 
discussed on Friday by the policy and resources 
cabinet committee at County Hall - claiming it 
had been published in his name, but without his 
knowledge. 

Had his intention been to keep the report the 
quiet, his actions did the exact opposite, fuelling 
the flames of speculation and propelling the 
document - and its contents - into the headlines. 

The paper linked a rise in homelessness, fami¬ 
lies being moved into bed and breakfast, and an 
increase in people using foodbanks, with the 
Coalition’s contentious welfare reforms. 

It also highlighted a problem with council 
tenants falling into rent arrears as a result of 
the changes. 

Political rivals hinted that KCC - in particular 
Cllr Carter - did not want to be seen to be disa¬ 
greeing with the Government’s benefit changes, 
or with senior figures in the Conservative Party, 
and so withdrew the report from the meeting, 
which is held in public. 

Cllr Carter came out fighting, however, stat¬ 
ing it had been published without his knowl¬ 
edge - but in his name - and so wanted to look 
at it in more detail before it was discussed. 

“We have withdrawn the paper because, in 
my view, it is drawing conclusions that are not 
properly evidenced,” he said. 

“We will continue to monitor very closely the 
impact of benefit changes in Kent.” 

A spokesman at the council stressed it was an 
important subject to Cllr Carter and he wanted 
to ensure the report was accurate. 

Others, however, were less than convinced. 
Leader of the Lib Dems on KCC, Trudy Dean, 
said it was likely due to pressure from the top. 

She told KoS: “It’s not unusual to withdraw a 
report if there are changes, but I’ve never 
known a situation where a member has 
put their name on a report and then said, 

‘well, I don’t agree with what it says’, and 
pulled it. 

“There are two likely reasons. One, 
that he didn’t read it, or two, more pres¬ 
sure was put on him to withdraw the 
port and I suspect it would have 
come from Westminster.” 

On Monday, Cllr Carter 
appeared on BBC Radio Kent 
appealing for cash from the 
Government to help cope 
with the expected arrival 
of Romanian and Bulgar¬ 
ian migrants in the coun¬ 
ty once labour restric¬ 
tions are lifted in 
January 2014. 

He warned of the 
pressures - and sub¬ 
sequent cost - it 
would have on the 
county’s housing, 


health service and education. 

“He was saying he wanted more money for 
Kent, and so what might have happened was 
someone at Westminster said if you want more 
money then withdraw the report,” said Cllr Dean. 

But she admitted she was surprised it was 
pulled, stating the document was written in 
“cautious terms”. 

“It was written under the name of David 
Cockburn who is the head of the council’s think- 
tank and I’d be surprised if anything that came 
out of them wasn’t reliable,” she said. 

“Data shows that about one in three council 
tenants have now fallen into rent arrears, 
homelessness is up by 25 per cent in the last 12 
months, and there’s an increase of 22 per cent 
in families being located in B&Bs, which is a last 
resort, as we don’t want to put families in them. 

“The report goes on to reflect on the impacts, 
but says it is too soon to draw conclusions from 
the evidence. It’s very tentative and the report is 
couched in cautious terms. 

“I don’t think it reflected anything mislead¬ 
ing. It says it’s too soon to tell. There was noth¬ 
ing inflammatory and so I’m surprised it 
was withdrawn. 

“Paul Carter has shot himself in the 
foot because this has only gone to high¬ 
light the report whereas it may have just 
passed by quietly otherwise.” 

Labour KCC councillor for Deal and 
the former opposition leader, Mike Eddy, 
said it raised the question of why 
the report was being kept 
secret. 

“Everybody will now 
just want to find out 
what was in that report. 
This has just made it 
worse and it’s an em¬ 
barrassment for Paul 
Carter,” he said. 

“I would suspect that 
it’s not the style of KCC 
to allow anything to 
go out which does not 
put the best light on 
what the council and 
the Tories are doing. 
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“On that basis, they have gone into panic 
mode. Something has gone out which is critical 
of them [the Tories]. Usually there’s some good 
spin, but this report clearly didn’t have it.” 

Cllr Eddy said he had heard concerns by south 
east council leaders - including many Conserv¬ 
atives - that the country was heading for a fall 
off a “fiscal cliff” by 2016. 

“They’re worried there will be no money to 
deliver services with the spending plans as they 
are,” he said. 

He stressed the cuts were having an impact 
on people living in Kent. 

P ointing out problems with the contro¬ 
versial bedroom tax - where families 
deemed to have too much living space 
have their housing benefit reduced - he 
said the most vulnerable were suffering. 

Cllr Eddy said: “The bedroom tax is just one 
example of the problems. People who are in 
council accommodation supported by housing 
benefits and the property is too big for them are 
having their benefits reduced. 

“But they have to stay there because there 
isn’t capacity. They are cutting down on ex¬ 
penditure in order to stay in the property which 
they are currently in. 

“When a house does come up with a bedroom 
less they can’t afford to move. 

“If they are elderly or have disabilities they 
can’t just go out and find a van to use. And even 
paying a mate £50 is more money going out. 

“That’s just one example where these cuts are 
coming in. It’s a desperate situation. 

“I think this report just basically illustrates 
the stupidity of the Tory administration. They 
are not thinking about the people of Kent.” 

Lib Dem’s Trudy Dean said her party believes 
the welfare changes are right, that too many 
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Let the sunshine in 
and keep the weather out 

with the UK’s most stylish timber-alternative window 
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Download our FREE guide book: 

“The top ten key questions to ask when buying windows or doors” 
^ Visit www.thecountygroup.co.uk/windowguide 
AND SEE OUR CURRENT SPECIAL OFFERS 


SAVE 20 % 
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storms 


Combining rugged, maintenance-free PVCu 
construction with traditional styling details 
such as arris-style joints and smooth sight lines 
means that your home won’t just be snug and 
warm for you and your family, but also 
impressively good-looking. 

The Storm 2 window range from Evolution is a 
masterpiece in combining style and functionality. 
With its A+13 rating it’s the 
most energy efficient 
double-glazed window on 
the market - even more 
efficient than triple glazing. 

And with it’s amazing 
timber effect finish you’d be 
hard pressed to tell the 
difference between Storm 
and a traditional timber window. Why not visit 
one of our showrooms to see for yourself? 
Storm 2 is available with a complete range of 
doors, orangeries and conservatories in a 
complementary style. For a free no-obligation 
survey and quotation call: 

0800 5426102 


Showrooms in 
Heathfield, 
Tunbridge Wells, 
Haywards Heath, 
and Hailsham. 




THE HOME IMPROVERS* 

www.thecountygroup.co.uk 
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people who could work are instead 
living on benefits. 

But she criticised the roll-out of the 
reforms. 

“It’s happening too fast, it should 
have been phased in slowly.” 

She explained: “Three or four chang¬ 
es are happening all at the same time. 

“Some people are losing benefits 
and some people are going through 
the assessment process to see if they 
qualify, so that happens for people 
with disabilities. 

“So many people are being reas¬ 
sessed there is a long delay and in 
the meantime are being pushed into 
debt because their benefits have been 
stopped. 

“Another thing, under the previous 
system of benefits, rent for claimants 
was given direct to the landlord, but 
that has changed now and it will go 
direct to the individual. 

“The arrangement is so people ba¬ 
sically have to grow-up and learn 
how to take control of their own fi¬ 
nances. That’s fine for many people, 
two out of three can handle that, but 
the other third is not used to manag¬ 
ing their own finances. 

“They are used to it being paid to 
their landlord and so they have fallen 
into arrears. If they are illiterate and 
can’t handle numbers it’s difficult for 
them. There’s a real problem of people 
not being able to manage their af¬ 
fairs. They don’t have the skills to 
know how to do it. 

“Some of those people may have 
bunked off school, but there are oth¬ 
ers who have special needs or who 
missed school for other reasons.” 

She stressed many application 


‘Poverty crisis’ hitting county town 


MAIDSTONE Green Party has 
called for urgent action to 
address what it says is rapidly 
rising poverty and homelessness 
in the borough. 

The party said recent statistics 
for the area showed 637 local 
households have lost an average 
of £900 a year as a result of the 
bedroom tax, homelessness has 
risen eightfold locally there has 
been a threefold rise in the use of 
food banks nationally and use has 
doubled in Kent in the past 12 
months. 

In a bid to raise awareness of 
the issue and money for the 


winter shelter run by local 
churches, members slept rough 
on Thursday night. 

Stuart Jeffery, parliamentary 
hopeful for Maidstone and the 
Weald said: “There is a real 
poverty crisis in Maidstone the 
council is failing to address. 

“While we understand all local 
authorities are facing difficulties 
due to coalition cuts, the council 
should be focusing all its efforts on 
protecting the most vulnerable. 

“Sadly, it is clearly failing. We 
are therefore calling on it to take 
urgent action to address the 
unfolding crisis in the borough.” 


forms for benefits now have to be done 
online which, for a high proportion of 
claimants who have trouble reading 
or writing, causes a problem and puts 
pressure on the services which have 
to help, such as the Gateway centres. 

“All these welfare changes are be¬ 
ing tackled at the same time and so 
may be driving larger numbers of 
people into debt,” she said. 

“They’re trying to achieve it much 
too fast. It’s complicated. 

“The changes should have been 
brought in on a phased basis, tackle 
one thing at a time. 

“We need to protect those people 
who are the most vulnerable and that 
is not being achieved - they need sup¬ 
port and assistance.” 

Despite the reforms being brought 
in, she accused the Tories at White¬ 
hall of pushing it through quickly in a 


bid to balance the books. 

Mike Barrett, chief executive of 
Kent-based homelessness charity 
Porchlight, said he welcomed the 
original KCC report. 

“It provided information that would 
finally allow us to have an open and 
honest debate about the impact of wel¬ 
fare reforms on some of the most vul¬ 
nerable people in the county,” he said. 

“As a result of government cuts 
many of the services that exist to help 
people suffering because of welfare 
reforms are themselves under threat. 

“Back when the reforms were an¬ 
nounced in 2010, we agreed with the 
Government that something needed 
to be done about benefit dependency, 
but we said their plans would happen 
too quickly and cut too deeply. 

“And they have. We have seen an 
increase in homelessness year on 



OUT IN OPEN: 

Mike Barrett, ojfl 
homelessness * 
charity Porchlight, 
said he welcomed 


original KCC report 


year for the last three years. 

“Having the evidence out in the 
public domain means we can have a 
serious discussion about investment 
in affordable housing, find a way to 
tackle the issue of private landlords 
who are reluctant to take people on 
benefits and develop a much-needed 
anti-poverty strategy to help working 
people on low incomes who are rely¬ 
ing on food banks.” 

Cllr Dean stressed the report would 
be coming back for discussion in the 
future. 


“It has to come back -1 suspect more 
how Paul Carter wants it,” she said. 

“The report was asked for by the 
policy and resources committee. It 
will be reported every six months and 
so this was drawing a baseline - 
what’s happening now - but in six 
months we’ll be able to tell how much 
it’s changed. We’ll have a better idea.” 
• What do you think? Share your 
views. Write to: The Editor, KoS, 
Apple Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, 
Ashford TN25 6SS. Or email us at 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 



Meet 

father Christman 

In his magical grotto open every day* 
until Christmas Eve 

Located on level 1 opposite M&S 

Story Telling 

with Father Christmas every day f at 4pm 


Book online at royalvictoriaplace.com 
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*Daily Grotto opening hours may vary. 
t Places are limited on a first come basis. 


ROYAL VICTORIA PLACE 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
FASHION | FOOD | EVENTS 
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Where do 
you start if 
your parents 
need care? 

There have been numerous articles in the national papers detailing a lack of 
knowledge around the care system and what support is available to people in 
need of care. If your parents are at the stage where it is clear they need care 
it can be fearful, isolating time in which you are not sure which way to turn or 
who can help you. 

Many questions will need addressing such as ‘do I need to be looking at 
residential care homes or is there a way mum and dad can stay at home?’ or 
‘are there options to support with the funding of their care?’ 

People may have lived in their homes for over 40 years and still be an 
active member of the community whether it be supporting the local church 
or charities to regular book clubs or coffee mornings with friends and 
neighbours. This can make the decision of residential care an unnatural fit as 
would greatly reduce the independence and choices of those involved. 



i 

/ 



Even if you are a full time carer yourself and would be available for respite 
care funding which would allow you to have a break and time for yourself 
in the knowledge that a fully experienced team would be supporting in your 
absence. 


The good news is that there are many more options than you might think 
and Kathy Maslen at Genuine Care would be able to support you and your 
family with detailed knowledge on what care package might be right for you 
as well as what support with funding could be available. In some cases care 
packages can be fully funded which can take away the financial pressure and 
give you peace of mind. 


Most importantly the choice is always yours; Genuine Care’s core values are 
to maintain our client’s independence through person centred care. We tailor 
our care packages to your needs and wishes and understand that they can 
change week by week and so we must have the flexibility to change them. 


Genuine Care have a wealth of experience in supporting many complex 
health needs such as dementia, Alzheimer’s, spinal injuries, palliative care, 
respite care after a stroke as well as personal care, medication plan support, 
food preparation, domestic help and companionship. We are based in 
Edenbridge and cover the following areas; Tunbridge Wells, Tonbridge, 
Sevenoaks, Bromley and Edenbridge 


“Quite literally -1 could not manage without the help of Genuine Care. 
I have always found the management and staff kind, 
professional and helpful at all times.” 


GenuineCare 

Homecare Services Ltd 

^uppoY'-tin^ [\aA^i\aAi\a.cl At kowt 


Call anytime 01732 866627 

www.genuinecare.co.uk 
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Best Sale Ever 



www.needextraspace.co.uk 


*Excludes electrics & air conditioning 


FIVE DISPLAY VILLAGES ACROSS KENT 


starts 

december 28th 


Johnson’s Nursery, 

Polhill Garden Centre, | 

Newnham Court ! 

Bybrook Barn 

Elm Court Garden Centre, 

Old Thanet Way, 

London Road, Halstead, 

Shopping Village, 

Garden Centre, 

Capstone Road, 

Chestfield, 

Sevenoaks, 

Bearsted Rd, Maidstone, 

Canterbury Road, 

Gillingham, 

Kent, 

Kent, TN14 7AD 

Kent, ME14 5LH 

Ashford, Kent, 

Kent, 

CT5 3JD 

Car Park B 

at rear of Notcutts 

TN24 9JZ 

ME7 3JC 

01227 793717 

01959 533466 

01622 730777 

01233 878412 

01634 405859 


18 Week ending December 8, 2013 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 





























In focus 



Suffocating horror of a 
brutal scar on humanity 


Joe Bill joins Kent 
schoolchildren 
on a moving trip 
to Auschwitz, 
the notorious 
Second World War 
concentration 
camp in Poland 
which became the 
setting for the 
most appalling 
crimes. Warning: 
Some graphic 
descriptions 


S TANDING in the freezing 
mud surrounded by 
barbed wire and lookout 
towers, the rows of wood¬ 
en huts stretch out as far 
as the eye can see before 
eventually disappearing into the mist. 

The modest luxury of hats, scarves 
and gloves staves off the chill as a fog 
descends onto the Polish marshland. 

There is an almost deafening si¬ 
lence; broken only by boot steps 
across unmade gravel paths. 

We are stood on a site which bore 
witness to some of the most horrific 
crimes against humanity the world 
has ever endured. 

Auschwitz - the most notorious of 
all the concentration and death camps 
used by the Nazis. 

Its very name conjures up the ter¬ 
ror and depravity of the Holocaust. 

Today it stands as a lasting monu¬ 
ment to the more than 1.1 million 
people who lost their lives here. 

To say the emotional impact of be¬ 
ing here is powerful is an understate¬ 
ment. It is like a rushing train which 
thuds into your very soul. 


To allow your mind to focus on the 
extraordinary scenes which took 
place here between 1940 and 1945 is 
almost too much to bear. 

But it is essential we never forget; 
never allow this to happen again. 

That we do not forget the row upon 
row of, predominantly Jewish, people 
ripped from their homes and families 
by Adolf Hitler’s desire to eradicate a 
race he blamed for much of Germa¬ 
ny’s woes. 

They would arrive here at Auschwitz 
Birkenau - the second of three buildings 
which comprise this horrendous place 
and the central extermination centre 
- dressed in just a single layer. 

If they survived the freezing tem¬ 
peratures and staved off starvation, 
they would almost certainly die here 
in the gas chambers - what Hitler 
dubbed “the final solution to the Jew¬ 
ish problem”. 

I’ve joined a 200-strong group of 16 
to 18-year-old students from schools 
across Kent. They are here as part of 
the Holocaust Educational Trust’s Les¬ 
sons from Auschwitz project. 

Established in 1988, it aims to edu¬ 


cate the next generation about the 
Holocaust and the lessons which 
must be learned. 

This is one of a number of trips they 
operate. 

Unlike most school trips, there is no 
excitable laughter or chatter. 

This is a place which seems to seep 
into your heart and sit heavy with its 
murderous past. 

The main death camp itself is ap¬ 
proached by train tracks. 

“The Nazi train tracks were contin¬ 
ued right into the camp just to speed 
up the process,” says our guide. 

This place was born out of the de¬ 
sire to end lives - a factory of death 
and despair. 

The original Auschwitz death 
camp was created in Oswiecim, a 
town rich in history and located in 
the south-west corner of Poland. 

Sat a little over 30 miles west of 
Krakow, it was deemed to be on the 
outer edge of Nazi control and the 
ideal place to send political prisoners, 
Soviet and Polish troops as well as 
what the Third Reich perceived as 
the enemies in its pursuit to create 


a ‘master race’; Jews, gypsies and 
homosexuals. 

The camp is split into three parts: 
Auschwitz I, a converted army bar¬ 
racks which was the first place to start 
housing prisoners; Auschwitz III, a 
manufacturing plant in which prison¬ 
ers were forced to work to contribute 
to the Nazi war effort; and Auschwitz- 
Birkenau, a monstrous construction 
designed with one thought in mind - 
the extermination of the Jews. 

Driving through the town of Osw¬ 
iecim is itself a slightly unsettling 
experience. 

There are plenty of houses, but 
there doesn’t seem to be many people. 

It is overcast and cold, almost as if 
the dark shadow of Auschwitz is per¬ 
manently upon it. 

Pre-war, the town was home to 
12,000 people, 58 per cent of which 
were Jewish. It is reported that after 
the war only one Jewish resident re¬ 
turned. 

In total, it is estimated 1.1 million 
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DEATH CAMP: World Heritage site Auschwitz, its famous gates boasting the epitaph Arbeit macht frei’ (Work Makes 
You Free), is a poignant reminder of those poor souls who perished there, one of the darkest periods in man’s history 


Jews were murdered at Auschwitz 
across its three camps as well as 
140,000 Polish residents and rebels, 
23,000 Sinti and Roma gypsies, and 
15,000 Soviet prisoners of war. 

The statistics are also considered 
merely an estimate. Some men, wom¬ 
en and children were sent directly to 
the gas chambers with no documen¬ 
tation or identification recorded - in 
order to just speed up the sickening 
extermination programme. 

A uschwitz I is a regimented 
square of red brick build¬ 
ings surrounded by barbed 
wire and high, inescapable 
electric fences. The familiar Nazi 
camp slogan Arbeit Macht Frei’ 
(Work Makes You Free) is embla¬ 
zoned across the entrance gates. 

It is as if the place is frozen in time. 
The eerie silence is broken by gasps 
and tears as visitors enter the muse¬ 
um for a tour of what was left behind. 

The sheer scale of what happened 
here is brought home instantly. 

A simple glass box, the length of a 
large room, is full of hair: human 
hair. Piles and piles of it. Shaved off of 
those entering the camp. It is heaped 
five-feet-high along the wall. 

The victim’s hair was used by the 
Nazis to make mgs, carpets and even 
clothes which were taken back to 
Germany and sold to raise funds for 
the flagging Nazi war effort. 

The sheer amount turns the stom¬ 
ach. It weighs approximately l,950kgs. 
And this is just what was left behind 
when the Russian Red Army liberat¬ 
ed Auschwitz in 1945. 

It is the first clear sign of the dehu¬ 


manisation employed by the Nazis. 

They not only killed these people, 
but they stripped them of any dignity 
they had left en route. 

There remain piles of shoes, glass¬ 
es, prosthetic limbs and even the pots 
and pans of the Jews who brought 
their lives to Auschwitz on the back of 
a Nazi promise of starting a new life 
in Eastern Europe. 

One exhibit was nauseating to wit¬ 
ness; a heap of children’s shoes, ba¬ 
bies shoes, that could fit on your fin¬ 
ger. Joined by toys, blankets and bibs. 

Young and old alike, men, women 
and children; all were shown no mercy. 

History teacher Tanith Surgenor, 
from the Marsh Academy in New 
Romney, found the ordeal almost too 
much to face. 

She said: “It’s been so hard to wrap 
my mind around it all. It is over¬ 
whelming, and I feel angry and upset. 

“The students will take away a 
lesson in humanity, looking at how 
normal people can become inhuman 
and treat others so evil. 

“Seeing the baby clothes set me off. 
I have been teaching about it for so 

k k It is completely 
horrific. I know I won’t 
ever forget this and it is 
something everybody 
needs to see. It needs to 
be remembered so it 
never happens again ff 


Daniel Juniper, history student 
at the Abbey School in Faversham 


Outlook 

fostering 



Choose Fostering - Choose Outlook Fostering 

Is fostering for you? Do you have: 

• One spare bedroom or even two? • Childcare or fostering experience? 

Would you: 

• Be prepared to provide a safe and secure home to a young person aged between 10 
and 16? 

• Be able to provide a safe and supportive environment to help a young person grow 
and develop? 

If yes you could: 

• Be part of a professional organisation 

• Benefit from a competitive fostering allowance 

• Receive a comprehensive support package 

• Receive pre and post approval training 

• Receive social work support and supervision 

• Receive respite 

• Receive 24 hour out-of-hours support 

Do something brilliant and talk to us about becoming an Outlook Foster Carer. 

Call us on 0333 600 3000 (calls cost as local, incl. mobiles) 

or visit our website www.outlookfostering.com 

OFSTED Inspection 2012 

'Excellent awareness of safeguarding practices' 
'Children and young people benefit from a well organised and well staffed fostering service' 
'Carers provide children and young people with an outstanding quality of care' 
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long and hearing all of the stories, but 
actually being here and seeing it has 
brought it all home.” 

Outside, and close to the main 
‘death block’, our guide points out the 
shooting wall where thousands were 
stripped, led out and shot at close 
range in the back of the head by a des¬ 
ignated executioner. 

Other prisoners were then forced to 
clear away the corpses. 

The guide explained the details of 
the horrendous punishments the 
worker prisoners were put through if 
they disobeyed orders. 


Standing cells, one yard by one 
yard, would hold four men all night 
as a punishment with literally no 
room to sit down. 

“Only the mentally and physically 
tough could survive,” the guide said. 

Escape attempts, of which there 
were 800, with just 140 successes, 
meant the remaining prison popu¬ 
lous was collectively punished to 
discourage further efforts. 

SS officers would pick out 10 pris¬ 
oners at random and starve them to 
death as punishment for one of their 
comrades attempting to escape. 


Public hangings were commonplace. 
Most who entered left hope behind. 
All they craved was a quick death. 

Moving through the first Ausch¬ 
witz compound we finally arrive at 
the heart of the killing operation. 

The original gas chamber was situ¬ 
ated just yards from where SS Com¬ 
mandant Rudolph Hoss, who was in 
charge of the camp, lived with his 
wife and five children to personally 
oversee the extermination of the 
incoming prisoners. 

A solitary wooden gallows still 
stands next to the chamber where 


Hoss was hanged after the British 
Army caught him and tried him in a 
Polish court for his crimes against 
humanity. 

N othing, however, can pre¬ 
pare you for the emptiness 
and repulsion of the gas 
chambers themselves. 

Piled high are the empty tins of the 
cyanide-based Zyklon B chemicals, 
used to extinguish so many lives. 

In silence, the visiting students 
shuffle through the dark doorway 
into a simple concrete room disguised 


under a bank of grass with only a 
chimney exposed. 

Terrified victims arriving into the 
camp after days and weeks on packed 
trains were told they needed to be 
showered and de-liced before they 
could enter camp life - a lie that made 
many step through the doorway. 

When crammed into this terrible 
tomb, a shaft at the top of the grass 
bank would be opened and a tin of 
Zyklon B dropped into the room. 

The concrete chamber could be 
filled with up to 1,500 people at any 
one time and it was the body heat 
generated by the prisoners which 
caused the chemical reaction in the 
cyanide and the gas to be released. 

According to Hoss, it only took 
around 10 minutes for everyone in 
the room to be dead. 

Anyone who was still alive when 
the doors were unlocked was shot. 

Bodies were collected and instantly 
pushed into the furnaces next door. 

Up to 5,000 people could be killed 
every single day. 

Hoss notoriously bragged they 
could have killed many more, but it 
was the burning of the bodies in the 
furnaces that took up all the time. 

Prisoners were forced to sift 
through the ashes of the bodies in 
search for gold teeth or jewellery that 
may have been hidden or swallowed 
by victims. 

The silence that was demanded as 
the students moved in and out of 
these deathly quarters was observed 
impeccably. 

Daniel Juniper is studying history 
at the Abbey School in Faversham. 

He said: “It is completely horrific. 
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Download our FREE guide book: 

“The top ten key questions to ask when buying a conservatory or orangery” 
Visit www.thecountygroup.co.uk/guides 
AND SEE OUR CURRENT SPECIAL OFFERS 


Conservatories • Orangeries - Windows • Doors 
Kitchens • Studies • Bedrooms • Extensions 


Conservatories and orangeries 
aren’t just for summer.They add 
an extra dimension to your life all 
year round - for entertaining or 
just relaxing. 

With insulated ■ i 
glass and Aft. 

interior heating 

your new D|l 

conservatory ^14 

or orangery 

from County 

will soon 

become your 

favourite room, helping keep the 
winter blues at bay. 

We’ve a whole range of styles to 
suit your taste. And you’ll find our 
competitive prices particularly 
heart-warming too. 

For a free no-obligation survey 
and quotation call 

0800 5426102 


THE HOME IMPROVERS t 

www.thecountygroup.co.uk 

Showrooms in Heathfield, 
Tunbridge Wells, Haywards 
Heath and Hailsham. 
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“Being here makes you able to visu¬ 
alise it. I know I won’t ever forget this, 
and it really is something everybody 
needs to see. It needs to be remem¬ 
bered so it never happens again.” 

The tour takes us from Auschwitz I 
along a short trek to Auschwitz-Birk- 
enau. It is here the size and scale of 
the appalling operation is brought 
into perspective. 

In 1942, a directive from Hitler’s 
right-hand man, Heinrich Himmler, 
saw the construction of the Birkenau 
death camp to increase capacity for 
slave workers, but also to speed up the 
process of killing the Jews. 

Three more gas chambers were 
constructed as well as crematoria to 
destroy the bodies at a quicker rate. 

The towering guard house at the 


entrance to Birkenau stands watch¬ 
ing over a massive site and its gated 
tunnel still has the train tracks run¬ 
ning through to the heart of the 
death camp. 

It was here the cattle trucks carting 
Jews from across Europe would stop 
and the human contents analysed by 
SS officers. 

Healthy men, strong women and 
boys aged over 14 were deemed worthy 
of becoming slave workers while weak, 
the ill, most women and children 
were sent instantly to their deaths. 

Josef Perl was born in Czechoslova¬ 
kia in 1930 and was shipped to 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

He survived the camp and told us of 
his sickening arrival. 

“The doors of our wagons un¬ 
locked. Our section of the train had 
not stopped at a platform so we had to 
jump down. 


“As always, everything had to be 
done in double-quick time. There was 
screaming and shouting, guards 
were lashing out and beating anyone 
who could not get out of the way. 

“Dogs on the end of short leads were 
barking and jumping up at new arriv¬ 
als, viciously biting many of them. 

“I saw old people, ill people, people 
so weak they were almost dead, come 
tumbling out of the wagons when the 
doors were opened. 

“Then I saw a baby being born as 
its mother was pushed out onto the 
ground. 

“An SS guard grabbed the baby, cut 
the cord and threw it unceremoni¬ 
ously to one side like rubbish. 

“He pushed the distraught mother 
to where the smartly dressed com¬ 
mandant was deciding who was to 
live and who was to die. 

“Waving his riding crop, he indi¬ 


cated ‘links oder rechts’ (left or right) 
with a flick of his wrist in the most 
casual, almost bored way. 

“Those who he sent to the left went 
immediately to the gas chambers, 
those to the right had been selected, 
whether to work or for experimenta¬ 
tion. It was Dr Mengele.” 

D r Mengele was an infamous 
SS officer who conducted 
hideous experiments on the 
prisoners of Auschwitz in¬ 
cluding refining a method to sterilise 
Jewish females. 

Those who did survive the immedi¬ 
ate cull at the train tracks did not fair 
much better. 

The freezing temperatures, diseas¬ 
es and infighting between prisoners 
for food meant the life expectancy for 
a man in the camp was just six 
months; for a woman just three. 


The student group that began to 
mass in the Birkenau mud heard har¬ 
rowing stories of confused families ly¬ 
ing to Nazis in a vain attempt to keep 
their families together, not knowing 
the inevitable fate that awaited them. 

kk And I did not know 
in that place, at that 
moment, I was parting 
from my mother 
forever. I went on 
walking. My father 
held onto my hand, ff 


Elie Wiesel, Auschwitz survivor 
recounts first moments at camp 



Tailor made kitchens & bathrooms 
with you in mind 

01622 619875 

www.m-b-k.co.uk 
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Coxheath, Maidstone ME17 4PB 
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Tunbridge Wells Care Centre 
specialises in providing high quality 
care to the people living in our 
comfortable, secure and happy 
home. 

Each of our residents receives the 
highest standard of tailored nursing, 
specialist dementia and respite care 
from fully trained and professional 
staff 24 hours a day 7 days a week. 


We enable. 
We don't 
disablefyty 


01892 618721 

Call or visit us at anytime - NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY 


O Til N BRJ DGE WELLS 
CARE CENTRE 
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One woman, who had five children 
aged two, four, seven, 11 and 15, 
wanted desperately to remain as a 
unit and lied to guards telling them 
that her eldest son was in fact 14, 
ultimately condemning him to the 
same horrors as the rest. 

Elie Wiesel was born in Romania 
and was deported to Auschwitz. He 
remembers his arrival at the camp. 

He said: “Every two yards or so an 
SS man held his tommy gun trained 
on us. Hand in hand we followed the 
crowd. An SS officer came to meet us, 
a truncheon in his hand. ‘Men to the 
left, women to the right’. 

“Eight words spoken quietly, indif¬ 
ferently, without emotion. Eight short 
simple words. Yet the moment I parted 
from my mother I had not had time to 
think, but already I felt the pressure of 
my father’s hand; we were alone. 


“For a part second I glimpsed my 
mother and my sisters moving away 
to the right... I saw them disappear 
into the distance; my mother was 
stroking my sister’s fair hair as 
though to protect her, while I walked 
on with my father and other men. 

“And I did not know in that place, 
at that moment, I was parting from 
my mother forever. I went on walk¬ 
ing. My father held onto my hand.” 

As darkness fell at 3pm on the day, 
we continued around the giant site 
witnessing the mins of the gas cham¬ 
bers. They were dynamited by the 
Nazis just days before the liberation of 
Auschwitz in an attempt to cover 
their tracks. 

“Never before in history had hu¬ 
mans been killed in such a way,” said 
our guide as we passed a large dip in 
the ground identified as a now cov¬ 


ered body pit. 

Our final moments in Auschwitz 
held two more extremely poignant in¬ 
stances. 

Some 44,000 pictures were recov¬ 
ered from the people who lived and 
died at Auschwitz and they are dis¬ 
played on the walls of the building. 

They depict the lives, the families, 
and friends of those who suffered and 
died at the hands of the Nazis. 

The physical evidence revealing 
the real lives of the people who 
suffered at this place is simply excru¬ 
ciating. Their lives, their loves, their 
families, laid out before you. Their 
hopes, dreams and aspirations so 
brutally destroyed. 

Head of history at the Abbey School 
in Faversham is Gareth Storey. 

He said: “It’s a very moving place. 
Just the sheer scale of it. Being here 


shows you a different point of view and 
the horror of it all. It’s so important the 
students have come here today. 

“Obviously they can study it at 
school, but by actually seeing it for 
themselves, like any trip to a historical 
site, really makes it far more real, and I 
think it will be something that stays 
with them for the rest of their lives.” 


I n the near pitch-black, stood 
around the train tracks of Birk- 
enau, students, teachers and 
tour guides gathered for a cere¬ 
mony to discuss the feelings the day 
had stirred up. 

A thought-provoking speech from 
Rabbi Barry Marcus, of the Central 
Synagogue of London, reminded 
everyone of the pain and suffering 
many Jewish families still feel be¬ 
cause of the Holocaust. 


It was also very apparent the fight 
to stop racial prejudice and anti- 
Semitism was far from over. 

A pre-war Jewish cemetery - de¬ 
stroyed by the Nazis and then rebuilt 
- in Oswiecim has recently been at¬ 
tacked and desecrated by fascist neo- 
Nazis, forcing the gates to be locked at 
all times. 

Auschwitz remains a World Herit¬ 
age Site and is a permanent reminder 
that the fight is not over. 

Chief executive of the Holocaust 
Educational Trust, Karen Pollock 
MBE, said: “This visit enables young 
people to see for themselves where 
racism, prejudice and anti-Semitism 
can ultimately lead, and its impor¬ 
tance is demonstrated by the inspir¬ 
ing work that students go on to do in 
their local communities.” 

There is no doubt this is a harrow- 


GREAT TOWER 
AT CHRISTMAS 

Weekends from 

Sat 23 November - Sun 29 December 

Enjoy music, dance and storytelling around the roaring 
open fire. Meet King Henry II and his court as they 
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Thursday saw the world mourn the passing of Nelson Mandela, a man whose fight against apartheid 
cost him his freedom and 27 years in captivity But he would go on to become a global beacon for hope 
and forgiveness. Chris Murphy talks to some of those who were inspired by the great man’s deeds 


‘It is now 
left to us 
to act on 
his legacy’ 


A S A UNITED South Afri¬ 
ca went to the polls for 
the first time in 1994, 
one of our senior MPs 
jetted in to assume the 
roll of independent observer. 

For Thanet North’s Sir Roger Gale 
it presented a chance to play a small 
role in one of the world’s most historic 
moments. 

With apartheid torpedoed, Nelson 
Mandela’s remarkable journey was 
on the verge of being crowned. 

After 27 years of incarceration, he 
was now on the verge of becoming 
South Africa’s first black president. 

For Sir Roger, his role was to ensure 
the voting system was fair during the 
three days people had to cast their vote. 
It was a time he will never forget. 
The Conservative politician told 
KoS: “People were queuing for hours 
and hours just to vote. It was incredi¬ 
bly moving and good-humoured.” 

A year later and Sir Roger returned 
- this time to visit the cell in the notori¬ 
ous Robben Island prison where Man¬ 
dela had spent 18 years behind bars. 

He said: “He had almost formed a 
government in prison. Mandela had 
arranged for books to be brought in to 
educate the prisoners; deciding how 
they were going to run the country 
when they got out. 

“He was an absolutely extraordi¬ 
nary, charismatic man and incredi¬ 
bly brave. And yes, bottom line I sup¬ 
pose, he was a die-hard young 
terrorist, but then so were a lot of 
people in Africa in those days. 

“I have a colossal admiration for 
him as a human being, as a politician 
and a leader. He was head and shoul¬ 
ders above any one else in Africa.” 

Adam Holloway is MP for Grave- 
sham. The Tory was working in 
South Africa when the ruling white 
power in South Africa announced 
apartheid would end. 

He explained: “I was working in a 
school in the black township of Sowe¬ 
to when the president of the apart¬ 
heid regime made his speech where 
he said ‘We are crossing the river. Go¬ 
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ing there can be no turning back’. 

“In other words, he was taking the 
country to black majority rule. 

“What was interesting was the im¬ 
prisoned Nelson Mandela out on Rob¬ 
ben Island was unquestionably going 
to lead that majority government, 
even though he was still a prisoner. 

“One of my friends remembers vis¬ 
iting Mandela in the prison. 

“They told me that it was extraordi¬ 
nary. Mandela had been in prison for 
decades, and yet the prison governor 
- a brigadier I think - treated him 
with the greatest diffidence, as if he 
knew that Mandela was the rightful 
president of South Africa. 

“His death is a loss to that country, 
and to the world.” 

Swale MP Gordon Henderson add¬ 
ed: “He was more than a statesman; 
he was an inspiration for those who 
oppose inequality based on race, reli¬ 
gion, gender or sexuality. 

“He was the glue that has bonded 
together the various races that make 
up the Rainbow Nation. 

“I hope his legacy lasts and South 
Africa continues to embrace non-ra- 
cial politics and does not end up like 
Zimbabwe.” 

Simon Mason, an A-level lecturer 
in politics at MidKent College, told us: 
“Inspirational. Triumph over adver¬ 
sity. Influential. Courageous. There 
are many adjectives that can describe 
such a man as Nelson Mandela, un¬ 
doubtedly one of the world’s most in- 

k k And yes, bottom 
line I suppose he was 
a die-hard young 
terrorist, but then so 
were a lot of people in 
Africa in those days j j 


Sir Roger Gale, observer during 
in 1994 South African election 



HISTORY IN THE MAKING : Nelson Mandela makes his historic vote in 
South Africa’s elections of 1994, four years after he had been released from 
prison, a process North Thanet MP Roger Gale was there to see first-hand 



fluential men of the late 20th century. 

“Despite enduring 27 years of in¬ 
carceration for ‘sabotage and at¬ 
tempting to violently overthrow the 
government’, Mandela became not 
only the international symbol of re¬ 
sistance to apartheid, but also the 
embodiment of equality. 

“Retiring from public life in 2004, 
Mandela continued to be influential 
both at home and on the world stage: 
from campaigning tirelessly against 
HIV/AIDS, negotiating peace in several 
African nations, to helping to secure 
the 2010 World Cup in South Africa. 

“It is now left to us to act on his lega¬ 
cy, a legacy we would be wise to heed.” 

Canterbury MP Julian Brazier add¬ 


ed: “I have South African cousins 
who were heavily involved in the 
struggle against apartheid, which 
helps to bring home for me the pivotal 
role which Nelson Mandela played in 
the largely peaceful transfer of power 
from the white minority to the people 
as a whole of South Africa. 

“At a time when much of sub-Saha¬ 
ran Africa is still dominated by dicta¬ 
torships or, worse still, wracked with 
civil war, Nelson Mandela’s legacy to 
his nation is one of constitutional 
government and hope. 

“Right through to his 90s, he acted 
as a calming influence on a country 
still subject to enormous pressures. 

“He was a statesman.” 
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HELL HOLE : Robben Island where Mandela was imprisoned 

Fire that burned 
bright despite a 
27-year jail term 


NEWS of Nelson Mandela’s 
death was announced to the 
South African people at a little 
before midnight on Thursday 
night - around 9.50pm UK time. 

The nation’s president Jacob 
Zuma reported the news in an 
address which broke a nation’s 
heart. 

But the shockwaves of his 
death would be felt around 
the world. Mr Mandela was a 
statesman like no other. 

And while the news of his 
death would have surprised 
few, the impact of his passing 
was not lessened. 

As the tributes rained in from 
the most senior global figures, 
there was a harmony in the 
message - Mandela was one of 
the most profound forces for 
good, and demonstrated a 
humility which should serve as 
a lesson to us all. 

Born on July 18, 1918, he 
initially trained as a lawyer 
before becoming part of the 
African National Congress’ 
(ANC) bid to end the oppres¬ 
sive apartheid regime, which 
saw the majority black 
population treated as second- 
class citizens - or worse. 

Initially pursuing peaceful 
means, as his frustrations 
grew, he turned to take on the 
role of terrorist, organising 
strikes against the white 
government. 

Eloquent and well travelled, 
he was already a recognisable 
face of the black movement 
prior to his arrest in 1962, 
where he was convicted of 
conspiracy to overthrown the 
government. He would be 
sentenced to a life behind bars. 

He was sent to Robben 


Island, a tough prison where 
those inside would spend their 
days in a quarry breaking up 
rocks in hard, back-breaking 
work, before spending their 
time in tiny cells. 

But Mandela did not allow 
the fire in his soul to die. 

He had become an interna¬ 
tional symbol of the struggle in 
South Africa and the calls for 
his release came in line with a 
highly publicised, and highly 
effective, boycott of South 
African goods and services. 

The international community 
turned their back on the 
nation’s sporting team, and 
those who opted to perform in 
the country to white audiences 
found themselves lambasted. 

Finally, in 1990, South 
African president FW de Klerk, 
realising his nation could not 
prosper on a global scale, 
began negotiations with 
Mandela - often smuggling 
him out of the jail to speak 
face-to-face. 

He would ultimately release 
him, without condition, shortly 
after lifting a ban on the ANC. 

Mandela was freed after 27 
years behind bars on February 
11, 1990, to global applause. 

Within four years, he would 
become its first black president 
- serving just one term before 
voluntarily stepping aside. 

As his health began to fade, 
so his public and political 
appearances declined, until 
earlier this year his health took 
a dramatic turn for the worse 
in June. 

He passed away, surround¬ 
ed by his family, at his home 
late on Thursday night. 

He was 95. 


Donating third of presidential salary showed 
his great concern, says Mandela charity worker 


KATHI Scott is executive director of the 
Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund UK, 
which supported a major diversity 
festival, Dankfees, at the Hop Farm in 
Paddock Wood last year. 

She told us: “Nelson Mandela made 
an immense impact to countless peo¬ 
ple’s lives all over the world. 

“He was seen as a silent guarantor of 
democracy, harmony and forgiveness. 

“He gave people hope - no matter 
what the colour of your skin or your re¬ 
ligious beliefs, age or gender, everyone 
deserves the same rights. 


“With his actions we realised that 
racism should never be tolerated. 

“Through the work of his charity, the 
Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund, he 
has left a very clear legacy to the world. 

“His great concern was the most 
vulnerable children in society and how 
important it is to nurture and develop 
them, as the future of a country de¬ 
pends on them. 

“In the year he became president and 
donated one third of his annual presi¬ 
dential salary to start NMCF, he sent 
out a very powerful message. 


“Being able to carry out the charity 
work so close to his heart in places as 
far away as Kent, means so much to us. 

“Arriving at the Dankfees event at 
the Hop Farm and seeing people old 
and young alike who wanted to help us 
realise his dreams was humbling. 

“Mr Mandela taught me that with 
help from others you can make your 
mark on the world, and that personal 
sacrifice and dedication together are 
very powerful. He was a great human 
being, a great leader and will always be 
my moral compass.” 



m Christmas with our 
huge selection of real 
trees from only £ 14.99 


Discover more with our huge festive range 
in-store, as Christmas takes centre stage at Dobbies. 

Garden Centre I Festive Events I Restaurant I Home Delivery I Gift Wrapping I Free Parking 
Dobbies Garden World I Courteney Road I Gillingham I ME8 OFB I Tel: 01634 224 630 
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Novel way of tracing our 


Those of us who live and work in Kent need little reminder 
what a truly inspirational and often awe-inspiring county 
this can be. And over the years it has provided the muse for 
some of the world’s best-loved authors; either acting as a 
reference point for their work or appearing within the pages. 
Joe Bill takes a look at 10 of the most high-profile examples. 



1 


Whitstable 

Inspired: W Somerset 
Maugham 


IT was far from a happy 
childhood for the author. 

Orphaned when he was just 10 - 
his mother died of tuberculocis when 
he was eight, his father of cancer two 
years later - he was sent to live with 
his elderly aunt and uncle in Whitsta¬ 
ble in 1884. 

He would reposition the town as 
Blackstable (and nearby Canterbury 
as Tercanbury) for two of his most fa¬ 
mous novels - Of Human Bondage 
and Cakes and Ale. 



8 Halstead 

Inspired: 

Edith Nesbitt 

THE leafy village of Hal¬ 
stead, near Sevenoaks, was the play¬ 
ground for author Edith Nesbitt as 
she grew up. 

Her home, the Grade II-listed Hal¬ 
stead Hall, was little more than a mile 
from the train tracks that saw steam 
locomotives travel to London from 
the countryside. 

These tracks are said to have been, 
in part at least, the inspiration for 
her most popular novel The Railway 
Children. 




Broadstairs 

Inspired: 

John Buchan 

INSPIRATION strikes in 


the most unlikely of places. 

Scottish author John Buchan was 
recuperating at a nursing home in 
Cliff Promenade, Broadstairs, suffer¬ 
ing from a duodenal (peptic) ulcer, 
when he began work on his most fa¬ 
mous novel - The 39 Steps. 

The home, named St Cuby, had an 
inspiring view over looking the wa¬ 
terfront. The 39 steps referred to are 
belived to be based on the staircase 
which descended from the nursing 
home’s garden down to the beach. 

The original wooden steps were de¬ 
molished and sent to Buchan, but 
were then replaced and remain there 
to this day. It has been recreated for 
film and TV with Alfred Hitchcock pro¬ 
ducing a popular version in 1935. 




Pluckley and 
surrounding 
villages 

Inspired: HE Bates 


AFTER his marriage in 1931, HE Bates 
moved to Little Chart, near Ashford. 

Legend has it he was with his fami¬ 
ly when he spied a man - thought to 
have been Wiltshire trader William 
Dell - enter a shop in Pluckley with a 
big wad of bank notes and proceed to 
spoil his trailer load of children with 
sweets and ice cream. 

It would form the inspiration for his 
best-loved literary creation - the irre¬ 
pressible Pop Larkin, a character who 
would be the central pillar of the Dar¬ 
ling Buds of May. 

Bates and his wife lived in the con¬ 
verted granary up until his death in 
January, 1974. 



9 Canterbury 

Inspired: 

Mary Tourtel 

THE creator of children’s 
favourite Rupert the Bear, Mary Tour¬ 
tel lived and died in Canterbury and is 
believed to have drawn on its nearby 
villages as the inspiration for the little 
bear’s fictional home, Nutwood. 

Having trained at the Kent Insti¬ 
tute of Art and Design, Mrs Tourtel 
was a professional book illustrator 
when her husband, who worked at 
the Daily Express newspaper, asked 
her to come up with a cartoon strip. 

In 1920, Little Lost Bear first ap¬ 
peared. He would become Rupert. 

Originally a brown bear, Rupert’s 
colour was changed to white after the 
Express cut its inking expenses. 


4 Sandgate 

Inspired: 

HG Wells 

THE author has a 
long association with the 
county, having been born in 
Bromley, but it was while he 
lived in Sandgate he used the 
coastline as inspiration for his 
novel the Sea Lady. 

It is thought he based the 
character’s arrival out of the 
sea on the view from the back 
garden of the five-bedroom 
house his family lived in - 
which was recently sold. 

Best known for the Invisible 
Man and the Time Machine, 
the author is also said to have 
based scenes in The First Men 
in the Moon on parts of Hythe. 

A little known fact about 
Wells is that in 1934 he helped 
form a charity for an illness 
he himself suffered from - dia¬ 
betes. It would eventually be¬ 
come Diabetes UK. 




Groombridge 

Inspired: Arthur 
Conan Doyle 

THE 350-year-old moated 
manor house Groombridge Place, 
near Tunbridge Wells, used to attract 
the man who invented legendary de¬ 
tective Sherlock Holmes - Sir Arther 
Conan Doyle. 

The author lived in nearby Crow- 
borough, just over the border in East 


Sussex, and was a regular visitor. 

He based Birlstone Manor, featured 
in the Holmes novel The Valley of 
Fear, on the building. 

It is said one corner of the garden is 
still clearly identifiable as the spot 
where Dr Watson overheard a conver¬ 
sation of great significance to the case. 

Groombridge Place also features in 
the Conan Doyle book At the Edge of 
the Unknown, in which the autor de¬ 
scribes his encounter with the famous 
‘ostler ghost’ at the Jacobean mansion. 





Canterbury 

Inspired: Geoffrey Chaucer 

DUBBED the father of English litera¬ 
ture, Chaucer’s 14th century master¬ 
piece the Canterbury Tales continues 
to entertain young and old alike 
as it follows the progress of a pilgrim¬ 
age from London to Kent’s cathedral 
city. 

It draws on the route through the 
county the travellers would have tak¬ 
en and continues to be keenly felt in 
Canterbury - most notably with the 
Canterbury Tales tourist exhibition. 
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literary greats from Kent 



Medway 

Inspired Charles Dickens 


R 

% M PERHAPS the finest author of all 
time, Dickens is synonymous with 
the county in which he spent some of his child¬ 
hood before returning to see out his final years. 

He wrote a number of his finest works in the 
Swiss chalet built in the grounds of his Gads Hill 
Place home: among them Great Expectations 
and a Tale of Two Cities. 

The memorable landscape described in Great 
Expectations draws on the marshes along the 
River Medway, while Rochester’s Restoration 
House was the basis for Miss Havisham’s Satis 
House. 

Eastgate House in Rochester High Street was 
turned into ‘Westgate’ for use in the Pickwick 
Papers, while Fort House in Broadstairs - where 
the author holidayed - was the basis of Bleak 
House, a name the building has subsequently 
adopted. 

For most fans of his work, the chance soon to 
visit his former home when it becomes a visitor 
attraction will be too great to resist. 


KINGSWOOD CHRISTMAS 
TREES 



Buy a first grade Christmas Tree direct 
from the grower, cut, rooted or potted - 
probably the best value trees and largest 
choice in Kent, including non-drop 
varieties, and wreaths freshly made on site 
£1 off a tree with this advert 
10% off with tree + stand + lights 
FREE kid’s tree with every tree 


DECORATIONS - LIGHTS - POTS - STANDS 
MISLETOE - GIFT SHOP - SANTA’S GROTTO 
OPEN DAILY FROM SAT 16th NOVEMBER - 9AM-5.PM 


Enjoy a drink by the fire 
Gravelly Bottom Road, Kingswood, Maidstone, 
ME17 3NU 

T 01622 843780 F 01622 843410 M 07802 269019 
E letty.miller@btinternet.com 
www.kingswoodchristmastrees.co.uk 

FOR MAP - SEE WEBSITE CC ACCEPTED 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


Sandwich 

Inspired: 

Ian Fleming 

GIVEN the author’s love af¬ 
fair with the county - he had a home 
at St Margaret’s - there are several 
connections with Kent in his books. 

Many of the James Bond novels 
drew on the county’s sights and 
sounds, with Pett Bottom, south of 


Canterbury, the fictional childhood 
home of the agent. 

The village pub, The Duck Inn, is 
mentioned in Bond’s obituary in the 
1964 novel You Only Live Twice. 

But perhaps most famously, he 
used Royal St George’s Golf Club at 
Sandwich as the inspiration for 007’s 
infamous match against Goldfinger. 

His St Margaret’s home, at the foot 
of cliffs, was also the spark for the 
rocket installation in Moonraker. 




Now shop online 

intulakeside.co.uk 




intu^ - 

Lakeside 



For the date nighters 
and the family-day-outers 


We've got a cracking choice of restaurants on The Boardwalk, and some brilliant 
Yuletide flicks to get you in the mood. Now that's Christmas wrapped up. 

For every Christmas shopper 

LAf Hl/AHAf 

wagamama vue 


Bella Italia 


caf£ rouge 

flaocf oj. 


STRADA 
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‘Tis the season to be careful 


With the latest gadgets likely to be nestled under many Christmas trees, crooks will be hoping for a 
merry festive season by pinching the most in-demand. So how can you deter them? Joe Bill finds out 


Apple iPad mini . £319 

Microsoft Xbox One . £430 

Google Nexus 7 tablet £199 

Nike+ Fuel Band SE £129 

Kenwood kMix stand food mixer . £379 

Gold Apple iPhone 5S £549 

Bose noise-cancelling headphones . £259 

Teksta robotic puppy (pictured right).£55 

Sony Playstation 4 . £349 

Starbucks Verismo 600 coffee maker . £199.99 



A S WE become a nation 
evermore reliant on elec¬ 
trical goods, this Christ¬ 
mas is expected to see 
the number of gadgets 
sold reach record highs. 

From the boom sector of handheld 
tablet computers, with touch screens 
and portable power, to the latest 
generation smart phones, as a county 
we will fork out millions to get our 
nearest and dearest the gadget of 
their dreams. 

But with the boom in sales comes 
a sharp increase in the number of 
owners becoming the victim of crime. 

After all, where once a crook had to 
try and lift a heavy TV set to be sure of 
a healthy black market return, today 
they need only slip a few of the light¬ 
est devices into their pockets to have 
hit pay day. 

And there appears to be no slow¬ 
down in the number of us spending 
time staring at colourful screens. 

“There is no doubt there is a real 
continuation of the electrical theme 
this year,” says Nigel Davies, branch 
manager of the John Lewis at home 
store in Tunbridge Wells, as he reflects 
on what he expects to see fly off the 
shelves. 

“We are seeing significant continu¬ 
al growth in that area especially with 
the recent launch of the iPad Air [Ap¬ 
ple’s latest, wafer-thin iPad]. It has 
already been our top-selling line for 
about five weeks now.” 

All of which means there is an ev¬ 
er-increasing amount of expensive 
gadgets and electricals in homes 
across the county this holiday season 
- something we should be wary of ac- 
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TOP PRESENT IDEAS 


cording Chief Inspector Lee Russell of 
Kent Police. 

“Do what Santa does,” he said, 
“keep them hidden away until Christ¬ 
mas Day.” 

Figures for home burglaries in¬ 
crease at this time of year as oppor¬ 
tunist thieves look to make the most 
of our splurge on technology. 

According to police data from 
2012, 8.7 per cent of the year’s do¬ 
mestic break-ins happen in Decem¬ 
ber. And police are warning the pub¬ 
lic to be sensible in not advertising 
their electrical gifts to criminals. 

Ch Insp Russell adds: “The figures 
for burglaries don’t go up dramati¬ 
cally over this period, but we have 
seen a slight increase. They are still 
very low in comparison with other 
areas of the country, but it is particu¬ 
larly poignant at this time of year. 

“Just remember that as you know 
you are buying things for Christmas, 
the criminal knows that too.” 


With the top Christmas presents for 
2013 expected to include the new 
Xbox One and Sony Playstation 4 
game consoles, food processors, 
headphones, and of course tablet 
computers, the authorities are urging 
us to think about how we display the 
items - and that may mean not pan¬ 
dering to tradition. 

“Don’t put them on show or be ob¬ 
vious,” the officer says. 

“It’s bad enough to have your house 
broken into, but leaving presents 
under the tree is a fairly obvious loca¬ 
tion for someone to come in and spoil 
your Christmas.” 

Putting empty electricals boxes on 
pavements outside waiting for the refuse 
men to collect is an obvious no-no. 

But as the techno age continues to 
advance so do the security options 
available to gadget owners. 

Last month, police arrested a man 
in Lewisham following the theft of an 
iPad from a home in Tunbridge Wells. 


The owner of the tablet had in¬ 
stalled a ‘tracking app’ which allowed 
both him and the police to locate the 
stolen item miles away from the origi¬ 
nal crime. 

Ch Insp Russell adds: “That was one 
success story and there have been a 
number of similar instances in Kent. 

So I would recommend that anyone 
who has the ability to place a tracker 
on their device is to make sure they do. 

Lots of tablets and phones have the 
ability to have information wiped re¬ 
motely too, that’s fantastic and we 
encourage people to utilise the extra 
technology that’s within those devices. 

“Gadgets are a big target for thieves 
now. These items are just normal 
things that people carry on them now 
so that’s why there is a big risk that 
they will be stolen.” 

According to technology website 
Hongkiat.com, the best tracking apps 
include FindMyiPhone, IHound, Gad- 
getTrak, Device Locator and Phone 


Trace. The use of tracking devices has 
been well publicised in recent months 
and Ch Insp Russell is advising gadg¬ 
et lovers to take even further precau¬ 
tions to protect their devices. 

He adds: “Of course, thieves will get 
wise to it and find ways of stopping us 
tracing them. 

“So you should do the basics as 
well. Mark your devices with a UV 
pen or a forensic solution. 

“We do often get property back and 
sometimes it’s difficult to identify 
where it’s from if there are no marks.” 

Further safety measures include 
making a note of your smart phone’s 
IMEI number - which identifies your 
unique phone - and the serial number 
on tablets. 

Parents are also being urged to talk 
to youngsters about protecting their 
gadgets as it was reported nationally 
that 48 per cent of victims of mobile 
phone theft are aged under 18. 

Police have also said they will be 
upping patrols in town centres as the 
surge in customers hitting the shops 
provides ample targets for thieves. 

“We have to support our communi¬ 
ties. We have some great places to so¬ 
cialise and shop and, of course, if you 
have more people out there there will 
be more opportunities for those thieves 
who wish to spoil your Christmas. 

“When shopping and drawing cash 
out, in town centres, try and avoid 
drawing large amounts of cash out 
and try not to draw attention to your¬ 
self while you are doing it. 

“Keep your PIN covered and if 
there is a bank where you can go in 
and get money out rather than using 
an ATM, it is far more secure.” 
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Comment 


No party politics, no 
agenda, just a desire 
to improve our force 

Police and Crime Commissioner Ann Barnes argues against 
comments to scrap role and spotlights the benefits it brings... 


Y OU might have seen in the 
media over the last few 
weeks articles on the Lord 
Stevens report, part of 
which called for the scrap¬ 
ping of police commissioners. 

I’m not a political person, but this did 
strike a chord with me. 

I think we all need to get back to ba¬ 
sics and stop these knee-jerk reactions. 

There will always be someone to 
oversee policing on behalf of local peo¬ 
ple, be it in the form of a committee or 
police commissioner. 

Also, whatever structure the Govern¬ 
ment puts in place, the reality is there 
will always be a cost to it. 

But constant changing from one 
police governance to another will not 
help the public. 

What we need to do is give police and 
crime commissioners time to bed in, to 
demonstrate the worth of the role, and 
for the electorate to decide at the next 
election how well everyone, including 
myself, has performed. 

For me, the people of Kent benefit 
from my role. 

As I am an independent there is no 
place for party politics in policing in 
Kent at all. No matter what happens 
there will never be political interference. 
Gone are the days of committees 



bogged down by red tape and board 
papers. There is now one identifiable 
person who will be the public face of 
policing and community safety in our 
county - and with that comes great re¬ 
sponsibility. 

I took an oath more than a year ago 
to represent you, the people of Kent, 
and I like to think I am making some 
headway with this. 


Last week my profile piece in this 
newspaper showed a lot of the work I’m 
doing around victims, support servic¬ 
es, visible policing and using technolo¬ 
gy in an innovative way. 

The role cuts across so many areas 
of policing; from holding the chief 
constable to account for how he deliv¬ 
ers policing in the county, to being as 
open and transparent as I can. 

I’m always one for giving the people 
a greater chance to have their say (and 
believe me they do) and to get involved. 

It is that involvement which is so 
important. People power is what makes 
this role important. All my decisions 
are driven by this and by public priori¬ 
ties. I really want to hear from you. 

Next week I will be asking the people 
of Kent to get in touch with me about 
future police funding. 

So do keep an eye out on my website 
and @AnnBarnesKPCC to get involved 
in the debate. 

On a separate note, I wish all KoS 
readers a fantastic Christmas and a 
very Happy New Year! 

I can’t wait to put my feet up and 
spend time with my lovely family and 
friends. 



PCC to put Paris Brown saga behind 
her with new youth commissioner 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 


INTERVIEWS with hopefuls for the 
post of youth commissioner for Kent 
have been carried out with a possible 
appointment in the coming weeks. 

Police and Crime Commissioner Ann 
Barnes revealed to KoS a shortlist of 
five hopefuls were in the running for 
the £15,000 salaried post. 

The five have been whittled down 
from 46 applicants. There were 64 in 
the last application process. 

Mrs Barnes said that when the previ¬ 
ous youth commissioner Paris Brown 
was chosen, it took three weeks before 
she was officially announced. 

It could mean a fresh appointment 
before Christmas. 


If Mrs Barnes wants the appoint¬ 
ment to be announced with as little 
fanfare as possible following the deba¬ 
cle in April, the festive period might be 
best suited, when people are on holiday 
or perhaps not keeping a keen eye on 
the news. 

Mrs Barnes, however, has never 
shied away from her belief that a youth 
commissioner should be appointed and 
so it’s likely she will choose the New 
Year, to take advantage of a fresh year, 
fresh start. 

Miss Brown, 17, and from Sheerness, 
was chosen in April as youth commis¬ 
sioner, to help bridge the gap between 
the younger generation and the police. 

But she was exposed for offensive 
rants on social networking site Twitter, 
alluding to racism, underage drinking 
and homophobia 


Torn apart by the press, her position 
was untenable and just days after be¬ 
ing appointed she stepped down from 
the post. 

But Mrs Barnes is determined to 
push ahead with her youth commis¬ 
sioner pledge. And the county, and na¬ 
tion, will no doubt look on with consid¬ 
erable interest. 

“It took about three weeks before we 
officially announced Paris, so it will be 
about the same again,” she said. 

“I feel so strongly about it, I know 
there is a need for this person and I’m 
looking forward to appointing them.” 

The age range of the shortlist is 
slightly older this time, from 19-23, al¬ 
though Mrs Barnes said this was sim¬ 
ply down to their applications and not a 
deliberate desire to recruit someone 
older than Miss Brown. 



* Traditionally Decorated Castle • Father Christmas *t 
Stories & Activities • Carouselt • Illuminated Gardens 
• Snowy Grotto • Christmas Shopping 
• Evening Specials 13; 19; 20 Dec 


HEVEIVClksfLE 

S.GARDEnS 


Traditional Magical Christmas 


30 November - 15 December (Wed - Sun) 
16-24 December (Daily) 


hevercastle .co.uk 


For more information and open times call 01732 865224 
Hever, Nr. Edenbridge, Kent, TN8 7NG 
* Weekends, Evening Specials, Daily 16-24 December, t Small charge applies. 


The childhood home of Anne Boleyn 



( V 5 K 

& wan Cit y V 


A, K-U 11 




.-see double head^ 
f* uS " BT Broadband 





mfm 

i .. — 






i 


Get BT Sport for free with BT Broadband. 


Some games aren’t meant to be missed. 

Like West Ham v Arsenal and Manchester City v Liverpool 
on Boxing Day, followed by Southampton v Chelsea and 
Manchester United v Tottenham on New Year’s Day. 

BT Sport is free if you have BT Broadband, which starts from just 
£10 a month for new customers on a 12 month contract, along with 
monthly line rental of £15.99. There are lots of ways you can watch 
BT Sport for free - including online and on TV via the Sky Digital 
Satellite Platform, Sky Guide Channel 413. 


MORE TOP PICKS 

thaw sky sports From now until the end of the season 


0800 432 0738 

bt.com/freesport 


£6.95 delivery for Hub. 

From 12th November to May BT has at least 13 Top Picks, Sky Sports have 12. UK residential broadband customers only. BT Broadband 
customers can watch BT Sport online at home with a minimum line speed of 400kbps. To watch BT Sport online elsewhere you need 3G/4G/ 
wi-fi (charges may apply). To watch BT Sport at btsport.com you need Microsoft Silverlight. The BT Sport App works on iPhone 3GS and 
above, iPad iOS 5.1.1 and above and selected Android devices with OS 4.1. Max. 2 devices simultaneously. BT Sport is also available on the 
Sky Digital Satellite Platform for new and existing BT Broadband customers who sign up for 12 months or have 12 months remaining on 
their contract; ongoing renewal needed to get discounted BT Sport. Sky box and active viewing card required. E-billing required. Excludes 
Multiscreen. Major League Baseball not available online. Please check bt.com/sport for details. Broadband: £10 a month for 12 months, 
then £13 a month plus BT line rental of £15.99/month (£15.45/month until 4 Jan 2014). New BT Broadband customers only that sign up 
for a 12-month minimum term. Package includes BT Broadband with a 10Gb usage limit, Unlimited UK* Weekend Calls and a BT Home Hub 
(unless BT has already provided you with one). You'll need to pay by Direct Debit. Subject to availability. *Calls of up to an hour to 01, 02 
and 03 numbers excluding the Channel Islands. Other exclusions apply. Calls to 0871 cost a maximum of 10.2p per minute plus 15p set-up 
fee; calls to 070 cost no more than 51p per minute, with a maximum set-up charge of 51p. See our terms and conditions at bt.com/terms. 
Prices may change during contract period. Terms apply. 
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Trafalgar Square 
received its yearly 
gift of a Christmas 
tree from the good 
people of Oslo this 
week, with a Kent 
firm essential to 
its success, writes 
Chris Britcher 

A TEAM of experts from 
Kent played a vital role 
in putting up the biggest 
Christmas tree in the 
country this week - 
transporting the giant Norwegian 
spruce to its traditional home in Lon¬ 
don’s Trafalgar Square. 

In what has become a long-stand¬ 
ing present from the people of Oslo - 
an annual gift which was originally a 
token of gratitude for British support 
during World War Two - the 20m- 
high tree was erected last Monday. 

The switch was flicked on its lights 
on Thursday night. 

But while the crowds cheered its 
arrival, one firm was already reflect¬ 
ing on another job well done. 

Dartford headquartered Beck & 
Pollitzer has, for the last nine years, 
been tasked with meeting the tree as 
it docks in the UK and then taking 
care of its transportation; first to its 
Kent base, and then on to Trafalgar 
Square itself. 

Then the company has to erect the 
giant tree in the centre of one of Lon¬ 
don’s most famous tourist attractions. 

And this year it was all done under 
the watchful eye of a TV crew from 
children’s favourite Blue Peter. 

It followed the tree’s progress and 
will screen the inside story next week. 

For chief executive Andrew Hodg¬ 
son, this year’s job went smoothly. 

He told KoS: “We sent a team up to 
Immingham, in Hull, to meet the tree 
as it arrived on a boat from Norway. 

“The haulage team then transport¬ 
ed it to Dartford where we look after it 
overnight at our headquarters. Then, 
at around 5am, a truck and two 
cranes, along with a host of support 
vehicles, begin the process of trans¬ 
porting the tree to central London. 

“It can be a little slow, but we follow 
a predetermined route agreed with 
the police. It all went very smoothly.” 

Hidden beneath paving slabs at 
Trafalgar Square is a giant tree hold¬ 
er - which is where the tricky bit 
comes in; lifting the horizontal tree 
into a vertical position. 

The firm, which this year celebrates 
its 150th anniversary, is an expert in 
machinery relocation and installation, 
boasting offices around the world. 

Mr Hodgson said: “Compared to 
what we normally do, it’s relatively 
straightforward, but there are plenty 
of sensitivities we need to take into 
account given the location.” 

But by 9.30am, just as most of the 
capital were settling down at their 
desks to start a day’s work, Beck & Pol¬ 
litzer had pretty much finished -al¬ 
though a team was left on site just to 
ensure there were no further hiccups. 

He added: “It is always a pleasure to 
be involved in such a job, and this 
rounded off our anniversary year, so 
we’re very pleased.” 
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THE TOPS: Beck & Pollitzer was again responsible for erecting Trafalgar Square’s Christmas tree, a job it has been tasked with for the past nine years 

Rise and shine for 
a festive favourite 



BRANCHING OUT WITH TRADITION 


THE Trafalgar Square Christmas 
tree has been an annual gift to the 
people of London by the city of 
Oslo since 1947. 

The tradition began as a token 
of gratitude for British support of 
Norway during the Second World 
War. This year’s tree is a 70-year- 
old Norwegian spruce which is 
more than 20metres tall. 

It was cut down on November 


20 during a ceremony attended 
by the British ambassador to 
Norway, the Mayor of Oslo and 
the Lord Mayor of Westminster. 

After the tree is cut, it is 
shipped to the UK by sea, 
typically to the port of Hull. 

Once erected in the captial, it 
is decorated by some 500 lights 
and then lit during a special 
ceremony. 
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H r in Your Christmas 

152 Bybrook Barn Garden Centre 


1 course 

£ 8.99 

2 course 

£ 11.99 

3 course 

£ 14.00 


Don't delay, book today! 
Limted dates available 


COFFEE SHOP / RESTAURANT 


PETS & AQUATICS 


SANTA'S GROTTO 


Open daily Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm 
Canterbury Road, Kennington, Ashford TN24 9JZ (M20 Junction 9 , A28) 
Tel: 01233 631959 www.bybrook-barn.co.uk 


REAL CHRISTMAS TREES NOW IN STOCK 


No booking required! 
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NAGGING ARGUMENT 


AS WE reported last month, the debate 
over horsemeat reared its head once 
more after Princess Anne called for a 
change in British attitudes towards 
using the animal as meat. 

In a conference address to interna¬ 
tional animal charity World Horse 
Welfare, she suggested bringing horses 
into the UK food chain may improve the 
standard of care for animals overall - 
encouraging their owners to care for 
them as they still had a value. 

Her comments divided opinion. 

Tonbridge-based charity Animal Aid 
hit out saying: “The idea that horses will 
be better protected if we eat their flesh 
is nonsense. Horses, especially among 
her social set, are supposed to be 
cherished, yet she wants to treat them 
as disposable livestock.” 

But Stephen Hendry, of specialist 
breeders Kent Horse Producers, near 
Dartford, backed the Princess Royal’s 
call, however. 

He said: “There are so many horses 
out there with no value whatsoever. The 
best thing to do with them, especially if 
they are neglected or in pain, is to enter 
them into the food chain. Our attitude 
has to change towards horsemeat.” 


Time for fly-grazing to be 
made a criminal offence 


It is a problem landowners are powerless to act against, but 
the abandonment of horses in fields - or fly-grazing as it is 
more commonly known - is a growing concern. Chris Murphy 
reports on the fight to tackle this costly and increasing issue. 


CAMPAIGN has been 
launched to make the 
act of dumping a horse 
in a field illegal. 

Currently, it is regard¬ 
ed as a simple case of trespass and it is 
down to the landowner to take action 
if they want to move the animals on. 

That generally requires private le¬ 
gal action against the person who put 
the horse in the field - and identifying 
those responsible is often an immedi¬ 
ate problem. 

It’s known as ‘fly-grazing’ and the 
Country Land and Business Associa¬ 
tion (CLA) wants it made a crime 
amid a mounting number of cases, 
brought on by the gloomy state of the 
economy. 

Horses are generally abandoned be¬ 
cause of the cost of looking after them 
with food, shelter and veterinary 
expenses becomes too much to bear. 

South east director of the CLA, a 
membership organisation which rep¬ 
resents rural landowners, Robin Ed¬ 
wards, said: “The landowner left with 
these abandoned horses is also left 
with the cost of looking after them, 
the legal responsibility for any dam¬ 
age or injury caused by them, and 
with having to deal with the lost 
grazing for their own stock and any 
damage caused. 

“With local authorities already 
having to deal with horses left on 
publicly-owned land and animal 
charities at full stretch, it is often 
down to the landowner to take costly 
legal action to have the horses re¬ 


moved safely. 

“The current mechanisms in place 
for any prosecution are insufficient 
and the culprits find them no deter¬ 
rent. Sometimes horses are simply 
moved around in a cycle before action 
can be taken. 

“Without a criminal act, the police 
cannot intervene at the time.” 

The National Farmers’ Union (NFU) 
in Kent is also backing the campaign. 

It said: “We’d like to see a tightening of 
the law on horse passports and for fly¬ 
grazing to become a criminal offence. 

“In the meantime, police and local 
authorities need to develop robust 
procedures for joint working to tackle 
the scourge of fly-grazing. We have 
welcomed the parliamentary debate 
on this issue.” 

Some 30 MPs discussed the issue in 
Westminster recently, responding to 
rising claims from members of their 
constituencies about the problem. 

The Welsh Government is already 
planning to push through a new bill 
to tackle the issue, while Defra (De¬ 
partment for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs) has so far failed to take 
action. 


The NFU, meanwhile, is concerned 
about responsibility for enforcing any 
new legislation. 

It said local authorities and police 
could be needed to be in a position to 
take action, and one major asset would 
be a new system of horse passport reg¬ 
ulations that need to be amended to 
improve traceability of animals. 

Although generally regarded as al¬ 
ready over-stretched with job losses, 
the union also wants the police to 
draw up protocols for dealing with 
fly-grazing and attend horse seizures 
at the request of local authorities, 
saying the force must also develop 
procedures to deal with stray equines 
on public highways. 

The NFU said it is constantly being 
told by horse owners and supporting 
welfare groups that “indiscriminate 
horse breeding” is a major problem, 
along with weaknesses in the equine 
identification system. 

A spokesman added: “Compulsory 
microchipping may have helped a lit¬ 
tle, for horses born after August 1, 
2009, but what is needed is a single 
equine database. 

“A voluntary approach has already 


failed and the passport system is open 
to fraud because there are arguably 
too many passport issuing bodies.” 

And it’s not just live horses that can 
cause problems. 

An NFU spokesman said: “One of 
our members in Kent, who didn’t 
want publicity for fear of recrimina¬ 
tion, found a coloured mare that had 
died in the process of foaling. 

“It had been dumped on the farm 
near a bridleway. 

“A vehicle and trailer thought to be 
involved in dumping it were seen by 
workmen on the farm. 

“We never found out whether it had 
belonged to fly-grazers, or a broke 
owner who couldn’t afford to dispose 
of the bodies. 

“But it shows there are horse own¬ 
ers out there who possibly cannot 
afford to care for the animals they 
own or dispose of them properly.” 

The RSPCA confirms it is a concern 
for landowners, and one that appears 
be getting worse year on year. 

A spokesman said: “It is a huge 
problem and we estimate there are 
around 5,500 fly-grazed horses in 
England and Wales. 


“Fly-grazing is illegal, but the law 
needs to be much more robust so as 
not to leave landowners with the 
problem and leaving horses without 
the proper care or adequate grazing. 

“Abandonment of animals, and 
failing to meet their welfare needs, is 
also an offence under the Animal 
Welfare Act 2006. It is a problem 
throughout the country.” 

The CLA’s Robin Edwards added: 
“Some local authorities and police 
forces are putting procedures in place 
to tackle this growing problem, but 
it’s not enough. 

“The only real solution is to make 
horse abandonment a crime so that 
those who break the law are dealt 
with efficiently and appropriately.” 

With costs of looking after the ani¬ 
mals always rising, Kent Police is 
warning people to be on their guard if 
they are offered one for sale. 

There have been allegations some 
are sold which are not as described 
and which are often lame or carrying 
injuries. 

Kent Police’s PC Erin Thornton 
said: “Allegations have been made 
that horses are being sold by horse 
dealers as suitable for novice riders or 
children. Victims have told us they 
discovered noticeable problems with 
their new horse, which on some occa¬ 
sions have led to injuries as well as 
unexpected financial burdens.” 

• What do you think? Write to: The 
Editor, KoS, Apple Barn, Hythe Road, 
Smeeth, Ashford TN25 6SS. Or email 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 
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Turn your photos into a 
beautifully bound PhotoBook 

Get 20% off all 
PhotoBook orders 


Medium square, hard cover PhotoBook, 
normally £2 4 ,99 - NOW ONLY £19.99 

A4 Landscape, hard cover PhotoBook, 
normally - NOW ONLY £23.99 

Visit website to see full PhotoBook range and get 20% off all Books 

Use code 'arch 20 ' to receive 

di sco u nt when pfati ng you r order'. If®', 


From holiday snaps, to baby photos, wedding albums to birthdays, 
cherish your precious moments by creating a beautifully bound PhotoBook 


Create your own 
PhotoBook from 

* Holidays snaps 

* Birthday celebrations 

* Parties 

* New baby pictures 
- Weddings 


* Christenings 

* Schools & Graduation 

* First day ac school 

* Events and Festivals 

* Family albums 

* Days out 

and so much 
more.,. 


It’s quick, it's easy and it’s a great way to produce a digitally printed PhotoBook. 


From tflJnfig IhqE Jjitfm* Dfl your tamer* or phon*. uploading 
it omo your computer io trtating irtd etocnng 
^otoSooks rjrint d couldn’t be easier 
Just di>nf! : Oad ll'<£ FREE PhncoBook creiwr toflware 
and upload your photon lhen diek to eneii*' yo^ PnotoBool. 
You <4\n i^lof irakfi your own astewf SChemes and cre^Lr 


'OiTer^hf Oiqpcd photo fi-amci 4 nd titm I books, 4(1 wTthfl 
ihe Phbto&ook creator window. 

f r k?ve pfrctQ E „ Irwi page to pages cro-'gc layout-i and add lext 
and captions to your photon When P txi an? ready simply d*k 
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Visit Morris & Turner 



MORRIS & TURNER AT DOCKSIDE 

EXTENDED SHOWROOM 

NOW OPEN! 

UP TO 70% OFF 

PRODUCTS AT DOCKSIDE!! 


money. 


for our exceptional 
knowledge, honest 
& reliable service 
as well as offering 
great value for 



Clara Marble 


Rochester 



morris&turner 


Buy display 
stock at 
Dockside - 
Just in 
time for 
Christmas! 


Fireplace Surround Only £599 Only £499 


ONLY £350 to clear 

(fire not included) 


Includes 

Fire! 


Includes 

Fire! 



Visit our showrooms or enquire TODAY! 

morris&turner 

BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE WAREHOUSE 


4 Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 
T: 01634 813813 I E: sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 


www.morrisandturner.co.uk 

Chatham Branch Opening Hours: 08:30 - 17:00 Monday - Friday 
09:00- 17:00 Saturday 1 Sunday - Sorry Closed 


Outlet Branch at Dockside Outlet, Chatham ME4 3ED (01634) 891524 
Opening Hours: 10:00 - 18:00 Monday - Wednesday I 10:00 - 19:00 
Thursday - Friday 10:00- 18:00 Saturday I 11:00 - 17:00 Sunday 



Ruling means legal battle 
to continue on high seas 


EUROTUNNEL chiefs have declared it a 
“victory for the consumer” after a previous 
ruling its MyFerryLink service should be 
grounded was overturned. 

But bosses at rival operator DFDS 
Seaways stressed there were “no winners 
or losers” in the latest legal outcome, with a 
final decision still to be made. 

In June, MyFerryLink was given six 
months to stop its ferry operation from 
Dover to Calais. 

The Competition Commission had ruled 
the service was stifling competition on the 
cross-Channel route, after competitors 
raised concerns. 

They claimed Eurotunnel’s involvement 
meant it had a monopoly share of the 
cross-Channel market - through the 
Channel Tunnel and ferry service - and so 
could keep prices artificially low, putting a 
huge strain on those firms only operating 
ferry routes. 

The original ruling, made earlier this 
year, appeared to support that point. 

But on Wednesday, the Competition 
Appeal Tribunal reversed the decision to 
ground the service, on one point, meaning 
it will now be referred back to the Competi¬ 
tion Commission to rule on - leaving 
MyFerryLink to continue operations for the 
time being. 

Jacques Gounon, chairman and chief 
executive of Groupe Eurotunnel, said: 

“This is a victory for the consumer. We are 
delighted by the tribunal’s decision which 
recognises the benefits and practicalities 
of our presence in the maritime cross- 
Channel market.” 

But Carsten Jensen, vice-president of DFDS 
Seaways, said people should “cautiously 


evaluate’ ’ whether it was a victory for 
MyFerryLink. 

He stressed the matter had been referred 
to the tribunal on just one point - the 
commission ruling on the way Eurotunnel 
bought the assets of defunct SeaFrance and 
leased them to the new operator. 

The tribunal found the commission had 
no jurisdiction on this. 

But Mr Jensen said the matter still 
remained that the Competition Commission 
did not think the current situation at the Port 
of Dover was sustainable. 

“We are all hoping for clarification on this 
issue so we can get it sorted and everyone 
is assured,” he said. 

P&O says it is considering the implications 
of the ruling, while the Port of Dover said it 
will assess the impact following discussions 
with the ferry firms. 

“Our principal concern is running a 
successful business to serve our customers 
and to protect the jobs of our staff,” said a 
spokesman. 

“We believe this is best served by 
promoting vigorous competition on a level 
playing field. 

“We await the outcome of this process 
with interest.” 

The problems arose when Eurotunnel 
bought three ferries from the remains of 
SeaFrance which went bust last year. 

Alasdair Smith, deputy chairman of the 
commission, said in June when the original 
decision was made: ‘ 'It cannot be good for 
competition when Eurotunnel, which 
already holds a market share of more than 40 
per cent, moves into the ferry business - 
particularly when it did so to stop a 
competitor from buying the ferries.” 
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During a cross-Channel voyage in May 30-year-old Richard Fearnside went outside for a cigarette never 
to be seen again. Now his mother has begun an online petition to lobby ferry operators to improve safety 


If CCTV was 
on ferry deck, 
riddle of just 
how our son 
disappeared 
would have 
been solved 


By Joe Bill 

joe.biU@archant.co.uk 


D EVASTATED parents try¬ 
ing to pick up the pieces of 
their life after their son 
disappeared while on a 
cross-Channel ferry have 
been overwhelmed by the support 
they have received. 

Richard Fearnside, 30, was return¬ 
ing from holiday in May on a P&O 
ferry bound for Dover when he told 
his partner he was popping outside 
for a cigarette. 

He was never seen again. It is pre¬ 
sumed he fell overboard. 

Recently his parents, Marianne 
and Bob Fearnside, called ferry com¬ 
panies to install CCTV cameras on 
outside passenger decks. 

In just a couple of weeks, more 
than 83,000 people have signed their 
online petition. 

“I want this campaign to go inter¬ 
national,” Mrs Fearnside told KoS at 
her home in Whitstable this week. 

“If there had been a CCTV camera 
on deck it could have been checked as 
soon as Richard was reported missing. 

“It would have told us where to start 
the search and may have helped the 
search and rescue teams find him.” 

Richard Fearnside and his fiancee 
were travelling from Calais to Dover 
on-board P&O ferry the Pride of Kent 
on May 21. The couple had been holi¬ 
daying in the south of France and 
caught the 11.30pm crossing back to 
England when he went missing. 

It has left his family with the agony 
of uncertainty. 

His mother, an artist, said: “I don’t 
know what happened to Richard. I 
don’t know whether he’d decided he 


had enough and jumped; I don’t know 
whether he had an accident or he fell. 

“He had been driving through 
France for 14 hours without sleep. He 
could have been dizzy and fell over¬ 
board. We don’t even know if someone 
came up and pushed him in.” 

The alarm was raised by Mr Fearn¬ 
side’s fiancee as they docked in Dover. 

Mrs Fearnside vividly remembers 
the phone call she received at lam 
explaining her son was missing. 

“His fiancee phoned us and was 
completely beside herself that he had 
disappeared,” she remembers. 

“She was with the police in Dover 
and we drove down there. We couldn’t 
believe it. 

“They searched the boat, but he 
wasn’t there and that was it. 

“We just went numb. It is still total 
shock. I haven’t come to terms with it. 

“Richard wouldn’t have committed 
suicide, he loved life. We really 
thought he would turn up for a while. 

“We were even driving back from 
the port looking around the road to 
see if he was walking home.” 

kk I’m fighting because 
it takes me close to 
Richard again, and I 
want to do something in 
his memory. I am not 
letting him slip away and 
this be covered up ff 


Marianne Fearnside, on reason 
for wanting to see on-deck CCTV 



REMEMBERED: Marianne with her son Richard, whose body has never been found since disappearing in May 


Mrs Fearnside, a former teacher at 
Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
in Faversham, explained the only 
other way off the boat would have 
been if her son had climbed into the 
back of a lorry. 

But with CCTV operating on that 
level of the boat, and no foot passen¬ 
gers on night-time crossings, it would 
have been very difficult for him not to 
have been seen. 

Despite efforts by search and rescue 
helicopters and the coastguard, no 
body was ever found. 

His mother added: “Someone said 
to me ‘I suppose you will have to go 
through an inquest’. 

“And I thought ‘nobody has men¬ 
tioned an inquest to me’, so I phoned 
the police and asked about it and they 
said there can’t be an inquest because 
there is no evidence. 

“They said there was nothing to see 
because they had no CCTV 
cameras on deck. I couldn’t 
believe it. 

“I went onto the internet 
and onto the missing per¬ 
son’s site and he wasn’t 
there, so I looked at the 
people lost at sea site 
and he wasn’t on 
there either. 

“I looked 
at P&O’s site 
and he 


wasn’t on there - he wasn’t any¬ 
where, he had just gone. He was even 
missing from the missing, he wasn’t 
even a statistic. I am not having my 
son completely discounted. 

“So I am fighting because it takes 
me close to Richard again, and I want 
to do something in his memory. 

“I am not letting him just slip away 
and letting this be covered up.” 

D espite repeated attempts to 
get P&O to change their 
views on CCTV, it has said it 
does not have the staff or the 
space to be able to put CCTV cameras 
around the passenger decks. 

A spokesman for the company said: 
“Whilst P&O Ferries extends its deep¬ 
est sympathy to the Fearnside family, 
we have explained that it would be 
impossible to cover all of the outside 
decks with CCTV. 

“It would need an army of people 
to monitor them. And we would 
never be able to have the storage 
capacity.” 

But after a number of people, 
who have suffered similar dis¬ 
appearances on ferries, be¬ 
gan writing to Mrs 
Fearnside, the art¬ 
ist decided to 
start up her pe¬ 
tition. 

She said: 


“The only way we are going to make a 
change is public opinion and putting 
pressure on the likes of P&O. 

“The more people write and talk 
about it and the longer it is in the pub¬ 
lic arena - that is the only way we 
will get change because they are get¬ 
ting bad publicity.” 

With CCTV on the majority of other 
forms of public transport, Mrs Fearn¬ 
side also questioned why ferries aren’t 
made to have CCTV on the decks. 

She asked: “Surely if you undertake 
to transport people for money you 
should have a duty of care? 

“The last sighting we have of Rich¬ 
ard is from a CCTV camera next to the 
duty-free shop. CCTV is there to pro¬ 
tect the goods, but they don’t have 
any to protect the passengers.” 

Mrs Fearnside said the family do 
sometimes fantasise Richard is on a 
cruise around the Caribbean and one 
day he will walk back into their lives. 

“You just want that tiny bit of hope. 
But it’s just a fantasy. It’s just so 
harsh,” she reflects. 

“We probably won’t ever know 
what happened to our beloved son, 
but our loss has shown how woefully 
inadequate the safety measures are 
to prevent the loss of life on passenger 
ferries.” 

• If you would like to sign Marianne 
Fearnside’s petition visit http://chn. 
ge/lizFYbg 
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Making a difference to young lives 

Jenny Whittle, Kent County Council cabinet member for specialist children’s services, reflects on the 
good work the department’s adoption service provides and how the crucial work of adopters is valued 



L AST week we held Kent 
County Council’s annual 
Adoption Summit which 
provides the perfect oppor¬ 
tunity to look back on the 
past year and reflect on our achieve¬ 
ments and the challenges ahead. 

The room was filled with adoption 
workers, managers, health and 
education workers, as well as adop¬ 
ters - all people who work together to 
do their best for the children of Kent. 

We had speakers from academia, 
the Department for Education, from 
health, KCC and children’s charity 
Coram, but the highlight of the day 
was the moving and funny story told 
by Jonathan, an adopter who shared 
the journey he and his wife embarked 
on to get their little girl. 

Stories like his underline the im¬ 
portance of remembering adoption is 
so much more than statistics and 
scorecards. 

He, like so many others who have 
adopted, spoke of the moment they 
‘knew’ they had met their child and 
this is the chemistry which comes 
when a good match has been made. 

Our social workers know the im¬ 
portance of this and we know that 
sometimes, even if it takes a little 
longer, the right match is crucial and 
worth the wait. 

This is not to say we aren’t hugely 
proud of the improvements we have 
made to our service, in partnership 
with Coram, which has seen a mas¬ 
sive increase in children placed in 
permanent homes and the numbers 
of adopters recruited. 


In the first eight months of this 
year, 110 children have been placed 
in adoptive homes compared to 68 for 
the whole of 2011/12. 

The number of adopters approved 
since April this year is 115, compared 
to 67 for the whole of 2011/12. We 
have also reduced the time it takes to 
adopt which is something adoptive 
parents tell us is really important. 

These improvements are very sig¬ 
nificant and they have been achieved 
with the help of our unique two-year 
partnership with leading children’s 
charity Coram. 

Coram has helped us by keeping an 
absolute focus on performance and 
doing everything we can to find 
homes for children. The partnership 
has been so successful we have 
agreed to extend it for a further year 
to help us build on the strong founda¬ 
tions we have already established. 

This partnership also led to the 
decision to hold our first ever adop¬ 
tion activity day and one of the first 
held in the UK since the 1980s. 

I, like many others, met this idea 
with trepidation as some considered 
it distasteful - it has been described as 
‘eBay for children’. 

We did a lot of research and put 
careful consideration into how we 
would prepare both children and 
adopters before deciding to go ahead 
with the day. 

I admit I was nervous when I ar¬ 
rived at the pirate-themed event on a 
baking hot day in July this year. 

Walking into the grounds which 
had been set up with games, crafts 


and sports, seeing adults wandering 
round with eye patches and parrots 
on their shoulders and watching the 
children running around shrieking 
with laughter, you could have been at 
any sort of summer fete. 

So many people have told us they 
were impressed by how prepared the 
children were and how relaxed the 
day was. 

Most importantly, however, of the 
54 children who came along, 16 have 
now been matched with families and 
11 of those are already living with 
their adoptive parents. 

This is what we want for all the 
children waiting to be adopted and 
why it is crucial to do everything we 
can to find them families. 

I think back to my late-mother’s ex¬ 
perience in care, of multiple break¬ 
downs in foster placements and sev¬ 
eral placements in children’s homes. 

If her local authority had worked 
harder to find her an adoptive family 
in her early childhood, I often think 
the sense of rejection she always felt 
as a result of her traumatic upbring¬ 
ing could have been avoided. 

There are still significant challeng¬ 
es nationwide in adoption, in particu¬ 
lar further reducing the delays 
throughout the adoption process, in¬ 
cluding the courts. 

We have improved our relationship 
with the local judiciary and we are 
working with them to speed up this 
process. 

We are trying to tackle delays our¬ 
selves by starting to look for potential 
parents for a child as soon as the deci¬ 


sion is made that adoption is the right 
plan for the child, rather than wait¬ 
ing for a court order. 

Looking to the future, our priorities 
for the year ahead are not just to in¬ 
crease the number of adopters we re¬ 
cruit, but making sure we recruit 
from a wide range of backgrounds to 
meet the needs of children waiting for 
homes. 

We already have a wide range of 
post-adoption support services, but 
we will continue to improve them to 
make sure parents can always get the 
help they need. 

People turn to adoption for all sorts 
of reasons and when they have a child 
placed with them they really do make 
a difference to that young person’s 
chances in life. 

But any adopter will tell you that 
their child has also changed their life 
in ways they never dreamed possible. 

The personal stories of adopters are 
very powerful and when they tell you 
their experiences what remains is the 
fact that the love for their child is as 
strong as any birth parent and they 
feel just like any other family. 

Kent County Council hosts a range 
of adoption events across the county 
for those who are tentatively thinking 
about adopting to have an opportuni¬ 
ty to speak to those who have adopted. 

Anyone wondering whether adop¬ 
tion is right for them should visit our 
website www.kentadoption.co.uk to 
read the experiences of our adopters 
and find out how to take the first step 
or call 0845 330 2968. 

Please do get in touch. 
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Revelation St Mary’s is fast becoming 
a focal point for the arts and has a big 
two years ahead, writes Greg Miles 


A FTER quietly going 
about its business 
since an artistic 
transformation two 
years ago, a church in 
Ashford is on the way to becoming 
a must-visit venue in the county. 

Revelation St Mary’s went from 
an ordinary church to a hub for 
the arts after a reordering and 
refurbishment costing a cool 
£1.7 million. 

After steadily establishing itself 
in the entertainment world as a 
unique new venue, it is now 
branching out. Funding is helping 
with the appointment of new staff 
and opening up partnerships with 
promoters that could see big names 
flocking to the town. 

Indie foursome The Magic 
Numbers, Three Lions heroes The 
Lightning Seeds and Tim Burgess 
from Britpop favourites The 
Charlatans are among the early 
few to get in on the act. 

There could be plenty more 
where that came from, too, 
courtesy of the links forged with 
music promoter Melting Vinyl, a 
company that has made the pubs, 
clubs and big venues of Brighton its 
stomping ground in recent years. 

Its contemporary expertise 
should dovetail with creative 
director Matthew Sharpe, who 


made his mark as director of Deal 
Festival, and will bring a different 
perspective to programming. 

Also joining the cast is new 
general manager Karen 
Trimmings, who has worked at the 
Towner Gallery in Eastbourne and 
the Komedia venues in Brighton 
and Bath. 

“It’s a really good opportunity 
for me and quite a change in a 
different type of organisation,” 
said Trimmings. “Unfortunately, I 
didn’t know anything about it as I 
lived in Hastings. 

“I really like the reordering of 
the church. It seems like quite a 
transformation. We are not just the 
village hall - we’re a proper venue. 

“It’s really exciting, we’re looking 
to offer 24 shows a year and offering 
a more varied programme of 
classical groups, orchestra, 
developing it for emerging artists 
and looking at gallery space for 
artists, or literature talks. 

“We are all coming from the same 
place and want to make sure it’s 
really accessible for the community.” 


It has been made possible thanks 
to funding from the Arts Council 
that will bankroll bookings for the 
next two years. 

With a capacity of just 350, 
Revelation St Mary’s will always 
struggle to pay for itself just 
through music, but with avenues 
such as family bookings, functions 
and art exhibitions opening up as a 
result of the reordering, which 
permits secular use in places of 
worship, it is hoped it will become 
self-sustaining. 

Chris Dixon, who works as an 
arts officer at Ashford Borough 
Council, has been involved in the 
project from the start and is excited 
about the new direction at St 
Mary’s after seeing it open up as a 
multi-purpose venue in July 2011. 

He feels it is exactly what the 
town needs, having previously 
lacked a substantial performance 
space for both emerging and 
established talent. 

“It’s never happened before. We 
are talking about pubs and 
community halls. They’re not the 


type of environments where you 
can attract those kind of acts,” he 
said. “Historically, way before my 
time, I’ve heard of halls when 
things happened, but we’re 
probably talking about the 1950s 
and 60s. 

“There hasn’t been a central 
hub. St Mary’s was in terms of 
choral societies and acts and 
events, but there wasn’t the 
infrastructure such as lighting and 
sound equipment in place to satisfy 
major artists. Nor was there the 
organisation. 

“It’s not a money-making 
business. It all goes into the upkeep 
and maintenance. The arts always 
struggles to wipe its face, but we 
use some of the funding for quality 
arts programming.” 

The new set-up sees the venue 
managed by a trust to which Dixon 
is an adviser, with vicar Colin 
Preece taking the role of chairman. 
And with the new creative help at 
hand behind the scenes, it is in a 
position to go places. 

“It’s not like we just want to put 
on a few gigs,” said Dixon. “We 
need to be working with the best of 
the best. We have got an ambitious 
project for the next two years. 

“Melting Vinyl have pretty much 
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cornered the Brighton music scene. 
Anna Moulson heads up the 
company and she programmes the 
Brighton Dome to smaller gigs. 

“She’s got a huge spectrum and 
she’s programmed the likes of 
Mumford and Sons before. 

“We are working with her and 
she’s starting to get to grips with 
what it’s like as a programming 
space and who she could attract 
here. We’re going to get some 
amazing acts. 

“Matthew Sharpe is going to come 
from a classical route with a quality 
contemporary twist. We’re going to 
pick some of the interesting 
characters he knows. 

“We have got something really 
exciting to come here for the next 
two years. 

“By 2014 we’re going to have 


something really interesting to sing 
about.” 

It is not just the venue benefiting, 
though, with fans travelling from 
outside Ashford thanks to the town’s 
high-speed rail links. 

“Music is an easy one for the venue 
given the location. It’s quick and easy 
to travel here, and for the Continent 
as well. We are really well placed and 
centrally located. 

“We do audience stats all the time 
and they’re using the high-speed 
train and coming from the Continent 
as well. We’re starting to get that 
economic impact in part of the town 
as well.” 

The project came about as Dixon 
looked at how he could boost the arts 
scene in Ashford, having previously 
worked for the Arts Council. 

“Looking at the position we’re in, I 
realised we weren’t going to go down 
the route of building a purpose-built 
theatre straight away,” he said. 


“Especially when you look at 
what’s happening in Kent and you 
see the infrastructure that’s been put 
in place in east Kent with The 
Marlowe and Turner. 

“It’s a great place to be and we 
didn’t want to compete with that but 
complement it. 

“With the idea we weren’t going to 
spend £8 million on a new venue 
straight away, I worked with the 
vicar at St Mary’s to reorder the 
church because there were 
significant problems with the 
building. 

“It needed a lot of work. On the 
surface, it looked absolutely beautiful 
inside - it was still an awe-inspiring 
building. But it needed a lot of help, 
support and investment to upgrade 
the facilities they had there.” 

As a natural ‘performance’ space 
for the vicar, parts of the church 
already lent themselves to being 
turned over to the arts. 


“Acoustic-wise, you couldn’t get 
better,” said Dixon. “If you’re looking 
at talking to acoustic consultants to 
come up with solutions, it costs 
millions of pounds, but St Mary’s has 
already got it. It’s got that aura. 

66 If you're looking 
at talking to acoustic 
consultants to come 
up with solutions, it 
costs millions of pounds, 
but St Mary's has 
already got it ** 

There’s a lot of people that already go 
there as part of the congregation and 
people go there to see people 
perform.” 

Certain things just had to go, 
though. 


“There are no pews downstairs. 

We did a significance report which 
told us what was important 
historically and what wasn’t. It was 
a 100-page document and it was the 
most fascinating read. 

“It goes from the start and the 
beginnings of St Mary’s. What 
sprang out was the bits we needed to 
restore and bits that weren’t 
significant, such as the pews.” 

It is not the first reorder at 
St Mary’s, which has served the town 
in many differing times of need. 

“It always used to respond to the 
needs of the community, be it 
farmers’ markets or anything else,” 
said Dixon. “What we felt we needed 
now was a centre for the arts. 

“There’s a lot of organisations that 
said they used to use St Mary’s, but 
the pews were restrictive and it was 
too cold.” 

■ For more information, visit 
www.revelationstmarys.co.uk. 



Haguelands 


Hand-picked, individually themed hampers 
make the unique Christmas gift 
Treat friends, family or yourself to a traditional 
willow hamper brimming with the finest award 
winning goodies 
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;,Sourced from local producers, farms, vineyards 
and dairies in Kent and beyond the Haguelands 
Hamper makes the perfect Christmas gift. 

Quote KL1 when ordering 
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We stock Nordman Spruce non-drop Christmas 
trees that have been cultivated here in Kent 


Hagu elands 


ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS 

HAMPER NOW 


FROM ONLY £25 
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To find out more call 01303 874727 or pop into Haguelands Village, Burmarsh, Romney Marsh TN29 OJR 
alternatively visit www.haguelandsvillage.co.uk 
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JJ swaps a 

From X Factor to a national tour within a 
year... the power of talent shows seems 
limitless, JJ Hamblet tells Greg Miles 


B EING in a boy band with 
thousands of people 
screaming for him is not 
too far from the day job 
for Union J member 
JJ Hamblet before he shot to stardom 
in X Factor. 

The group of four, who are 
warming up for their first UK tour 
- an arena one at that - with a gig in 
Margate next week, have had a year 
to remember since treading a path to 
the latter stages of the ITV talent 
show last year. 

Although the group, who also 
include Josh Cuthbert, Jaymi Hensley 
and George Shelley, lost out in the 
semi-finals of the competition, which 
solo artist James Arthur eventually 
won, they soon signed a record deal 
with Sony. That has led to two Top 
10 UK singles and a Top 10 debut 
album released in October. 

JJ, the eldest of the group at 25, 
was a jockey before deciding to take 
the step into the music industry, 
which is not a great surprise seeing 
as he grew up in Newmarket in 
Suffolk, the home of the famed racing 
course. He also rode in the Queen’s 


colours in a riding career that 
spanned 270 races and 24 wins. 

“You get an adrenaline rush going 
on stage,” he said. “We perform in 
front of thousands of people and I 
experienced a little bit of that 
adrenaline rush riding a horse. 

“I do miss it. I try to go back to my 
home town as much as I can to see 
everyone. I would like to go back one 
day and ride again. It’s a huge part of 
my life - my whole family are into 
horse-racing.” 

The need to be at home is more 
pressing than ever for JJ, who 
became a father for the first time last 
week with his girlfriend, model 
Caterina Lopez, giving birth to 
Princeton J. Alexander. 

“I would love to be at home,” he 
said. “It's like any job. A lot of people 
say it’s going to be hard, but I always 
think there’s lots of people that work 
longer hours. 

“Obviously I would like to be at 
home. I’m not going to be home as 
much as I want to be. The day he was 
born, I went straight to rehearsals 
and then straight to Newcastle.” 

Although singing was always a 



CASTLE 


KENT ENGLAND 


Leeds Castle presents 


The Christmas Market - 7 to 22 December 


A wonderful Christmas Market with German market style chalets and traditional 
carousel rides*. 


The Leeds Castle Shops are also stocked with something for everyone, including 
handcrafted tree decorations, luxurious English toiletries and indulgent festive food 
and drink. 


Late night shopping until 9pm on 12, 13, 19 and 20 December. 


For a limited time only you can experience the market, shops 
and grounds for just £7 if you do not already have a Key to the 
Castle ticket. 


There is so much to discover at Leeds Castle this Christmas 

For further information visit leeds-castle.com 


small additional charge will apply for rides. 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET * 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 

8am-1 pm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains, Christmas Bargains 

01732 456196 • 07798876857 " 

email: sue. carmichael@btinter net .com 


To advertise 
please call: 

01303 817100 


AFFORDABLE 

WOOD BURNING 

STOVES 

from £334 delivered 

Specialising in 
Country Kiln 
Wood Burning and 
Multi Fuel Stoves 

T. 01560 483 966 ^_ 

www.woodburningstoveslimited.com 



NEED A 
LOCAL 
FLORIST? 


Whatever you are looking for 
localsearch24.co.uk will help 
you find it 


local search 24 . co. u k 
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EVENT 
HERE CALL 

01303 817150 
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stable for the stage as a star 



passion, it was never one that JJ was 
comfortable in showing off publicly. 

“I have always done karaoke -1 
used to have a karaoke machine in 
my bedroom,” he said. 

“I was so wrapped up with my 
horse-racing at the time, though. I 
was never at home that much. I was 


trying to become a jockey. 

“I remember when I used to go out 
and go on holiday I used to do 
karaoke. But I couldn’t do it facing 
the crowd, I was so scared. I had 
never really performed in front of 
anyone. 

“It’s amazing to know I’m doing a 


job now that I get a huge rush from.” 

The Union J rise to fame has come 
with the standard thousands of 
screaming girls wherever it is they 
might be performing or indeed just 
appearing, which they owe to 
X Factor. 

“When we went to Ireland a couple 


of times it’s been pretty crazy,” said 
JJ. “We went to Portugal to support 
Selena Gomez. We never expected to 
have fans overseas. When we 
arrived, there were about 2,000 girls 
screaming. They were rocking our 
bus and going nuts. They saw Josh up 
front in the bus and knew it was us. 

“It all seems like ages ago. We are 
still pinching ourselves. It was only a 
year ago that we were on X Factor. 

44 Unless you win, you 
never know what's going 
to happen. Then your 
agent calls to say you're 
signing for Sony.99 

Since then we have released two Top 
10 singles and an album. It’s 
absolutely crazy. 

“It just goes to show how powerful 
the show is. After the X Factor you 
have to go work really hard and hope 
you go somewhere. 

“When you come out of the X 
Factor, unless you win, you never 
know what’s going to happen. Then 
you get a call from your agent saying 
you’re going to sign for Sony. It just 
goes to show you don’t have to win 
the competition. 

“Oily Murs finished in the final 
three and JLS finished second. It’s 
just a platform. You just have to work 


hard and hope something happens.” 

There will no doubt be yet more 
competition for them in the coming 
weeks as the show churns out 
another act off its relentless 
conveyor belt, but that can only be a 
help for the band, says JJ. 

“It’s all healthy competition,” he 
said. “You want to be the best band 
out there. It’s always good to have 
other bands around - it makes you 
work hard. 

“There are bands coming up that 
could be huge and you want to be 
better than them.” 

He has a few favourites from this 
year’s crop of talent on show and 
feels one who recently exited and 
returned to her Gravesend home will 
have a bright future. 

“You have got Rough Copy, who 
are a lot different to us, and 
Kingsland Road. They are great lads 
and I hope they have huge careers,” 
said JJ. 

“I think Luke Friend could win it. 
He’s starting to pick things up and 
every week he is improving. 

“Until last weekend I would have 
said Tamera Foster. She’s more 
marketable - she’ll make it anyway.” 
■ There are only a handful of tickets 
left for the gig at the Winter Gardens 
in Margate on Tuesday, December 
10, at 7.30pm. 

To book tickets, priced at £23.50, 
visit www.margatewintergardens. 
co.uk or phone 01843 292795. 
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B 6 b te 
of new Turner exhibition 

By Greg Miles 

greg.miLes@archant.co.uk 


T HE work of American 
abstract expressionist 
painter Helen Frankenthaler 
will be celebrated at 
Margate’s Turner Contemporary in 
a new exhibition next year. 

Her work will feature alongside 
paintings by JMW Turner from 
the 19th century in an exhibition 
entitled Making Painting: Helen 
Frankenthaler and JMW Turner. 

Twenty-four of her works will be 
on show from January 25 until May 
11 at the seafront venue; it will be 
the first time her art has been in a 
public gallery since it was shown in 
Whitechapel in 1969. 

Turner Contemporary director 
Victoria Pomery said: “Helen 
Frankenthaler is a much-overlooked 
artist, despite being an important 
voice in the development of abstract 
expressionism. 

“The exhibition provides a unique 
opportunity to see a significant body 
of her paintings in the UK alongside 
some great works by JMW Turner. 

“This exhibition explores painting 
more broadly, allowing similarities 
as well as differences to be revealed 
between both artists’ practice.” 


SIMILARITIES? 

JMW Turner’s work, and 
Frankenthaler’s, below 




The exhibition seeks to look at 
the parallels between the artists’ 
works, despite the fact that they were 
from different continents and 
centuries. 

It has been put together and 


curated by Turner scholar James 
Hamilton, who sad: “This exhibition 
encourages us to rely not on what we 
might know but on what we can see, 
and to throw off the burden of art 
history. 

“It is the excitements of this 
conjunction between a romantic 
19th-century Briton and an abstract 
expressionist 20th-century American 
that the exhibition seeks to evoke, 
revealing the fellowship the two 
artists share in paint across their 
temporal divide, and the vibrant 
correspondences which uncover 
something of the timeless cerebral 
foundations of landscape art.” 

■ For more information, visit 
www.turnercontemporary.org 


Time Out Top Ten 


Gulbenkian, Canterbury 

Dec 10-15 and 17-22 
Phone: 01227 769075 

Email: www.thegulbenkian.co.uk 

Penguin: Festive show presented 
by Long Nose Puppets. Times vary. 
Tickets £8.50. 

Quarterhouse, Folkestone 

Wednesday, December 11 
Phone: 01303 858500 

www. quarterhouse .co.uk 

Adrian Edmondson and the Bad 
Shepherds: Comedy legend does 
punk in folk style. Tickets £18.50. 

□ Winter Gardens, Margate 

Thursday, December 12 
Phone: 01843 296111 

www.margatewintergardens.co.uk 

Jason Manford: The Manchester 
comedian is back in stand-up after 
a stint in opera. Tickets £22.50. 

Faversham town centre 

Sunday, December 15, 
and Sunday, December 22 

www.faversham.org 

Faversham Christmas Markets: 

Get ready for Christmas with arts, 
crafts and produce in Market Place. 

□ Hazlitt, Maidstone 

Saturday, December 14 
Phone: 01622 758611 

www.hazlittartscentre.co.uk 

Hazlitt Choir concert: Join in with 
songs from musical theatre and 
popular hits. Tickets £7.50. 


Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone 

Monday, December 16 
Phone: 01303 228600 

www. atgtickets. com/folkestone 

Remember When at Christmas: 

Enjoy all the festive favourites with 
Neil Sands. Tickets from £12.90. 

Trinity, Tunbridge Wells 

Saturday, December 14 
Phone: 01892 678678 

www.trinitytheatre.net 

A Medieval Christmas: Celebrate 
Christmas with harp, bells and 
bagpipes. Tickets £14. 

The Marlowe, Canterbury 

Tuesday, December 10 
Phone: 01227 787787 

www.marlowetheatre.com 

Fagan’s Last Hour: The story of 
Oliver Twist told from Fagan’s 
perspective. Tickets £12. 

Ightham Mote, 

Sevenoaks 

Friday, December 13 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ightham-mote 

Carols in the Courtyard: Get into 
the festive spirtit with carol-singing 
followed by buffet. Tickets £29.50. 

Theatre Royal Margate 

December 14-29 
Phone: 01843 292795 

www.theatreroyalmargate.com 

Cinderella: Pantomime starring 
Scott Wright from Coronation 
Street. Times vary. Tickets £15. 













THE MERCHANT CHANDLER 


www.themerchantchandler.co.uk 


4-6 Orange Street, 

12 St Peters St, 

2 North Street, 

12-14 Rendezvous St, 

Royal Star Arcade, 

142 High Street, 

Canterbury 

Canterbury 

Ashford 

Folkestone 

Maidstone 

Tenterden 

CT1 2JA 

CT1 2AT 

TN24 8JN 

CT201EZ 

ME14 1JL 

TN30 6HT 

01227 762540 

01227 762644 

01233 621444 

01303 223080 

01622 663207 

01580 761768 


Rugs, runners & mats | Furniture | Candles & holders | Soft furnishings | Baskets & storage | Home decorations 
Kitchen & tableware | Novelties | Garden, patio & conservatory | Bags 


Discover an interesting new world of Christmas gift ideas 


Large wall 
clocks From 
£14.99 


Caucasian Rugs 
& Runners From 
£99.99 


Wooden candle 
holders 
From £3.99 


Ceramic 
Christmas 
decorations 
£3.99 each 


Christmas 
gift boxes 
From £3.50 
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She's got the sauce 
and the spirit to win 

So determined was Monica Chia to ensure that her company buyout took the 
operation to the next level that she sold her house. She talks to Greg Miles. 


» For more food and 
drink articles pick up 
a copy of this month's 

Kent Life 


A SPECIALIST sauces 
company is 
targeting yet 
another successful 
chapter in its history 
after moving into a 
new production unit. 

Karimix, which makes chutneys, 
sauces, pastes, marinades and 
more, has settled at a new home in 
Selling, near Faversham, having 
previously been stationed in Wye. 

This latest move has enabled the 
company to vastly increase its 
capacity, leaving the door open for 
a brighter future. 

Behind it all is Monica Chia, who 
has made tremendous personal 
sacrifices to make the project work, 
including selling her house. 

The move to Selling means she 
can produce much more than she 
ever could in her 8m x 3m room - 
she now has a floor space of 12,000 
sq ft to work with. The extra 
workload has also meant she has 
doubled her staff numbers. 

“I was looking for a new location 
for a year. We had reached 
saturation point and were making 
losses,” she said. 

Her ambition meant she had to 
take the huge risk of selling her 
house to fund the buyout of the 
business back in 2005. 

“I was still working in the city 
eight years ago when I bought out 
all the shares to take full control 


and ownership to take it from 
production in a back garden to 
more,” she said. 

“If I was going to give up my day 
job, it had to be for something that 
worked. I thought this was my 
opportunity to build on the 
foundations that had been laid. 

“I sold everything that moved 
because I knew I would not get any 
income in the first 12 months. I 
stopped going to the movies, or 
having takeaways. I knew I had to 
succeed because I gambled my 

44 I sold everything 
that moved because I 
knew I would not get 
any income in the first 
12 months... I knew I 
had to succeed 99 

house on it. It was a 
risk. 

“I believe in it and 
it’s nice to hear the 
bank manager calling 
and saying ‘I cannot 
believe what figures 
you’re pulling in’.” 

“If you’re a money 
investor coming into it 
from that side, all you 
have is a financial 


focus. But if you’re a foodie coming 
into it, there’s a real investment in 
how to take things forward.” 

Her first objective was to acquire 
the sought-after British Retail 
Consortium accreditation, which 
she did by moving into a 
manufacturing premises in 
Derbyshire that already had it in 
place. 

She moved back to Kent in 2010 
after her agreement ended in the 
Midlands, leaving the company in 
standstill as she looked for a new 
home for the business. 

“The second time we moved we 
weren’t trading for eight months. 
We had to rebuild the whole facility 
in a stable in Wye,” she said. “I kept 
a couple of large clients. I borrowed 
a friend’s kitchen to keep the 
business ticking over until we 
rebuilt it again. I thought I was 
unemployable. I did some 

^ravelling and took some 
time off.” 

Having started out 
as a small venture in 
the back of a garden, 
Karimix is now 
operating on a global 
scale, with orders 
coming in from the 
Middle East and 
Africa. 

With much of the 
mainstream market 
cornered by big 


players, moving abroad offers an 
easier route. At present, 30 per 
cent of orders are export-related. 

“I haven’t had a chance to call 
anyone thanking them for seeing 
us because of all the orders coming 
in,” said Chia. 

“Export tends to be a lot easier. I 
would like to do more retail, maybe 
get into Ocado next year. I’m 
thinking of being brave and 
approaching them. 

“I would like to be the leader in 
new flavour profile. There is a lot 
coming up.” 

Another source of optimism is 
the franchise end of the high street, 
which she is happily tapping into. 

“We do take it to the high street. 
What seems to be growing most in 
a recession is franchises - they are 
the ones to make quicker business 
relationships. 

“When people are made 
redundant, they use their payout to 
start one up. I thought this is 
where my products are going to be. 
We can create signature tastes for 
them to sell. 

“We are not mainstream, by any 
means. We are still niche. 

“We create things with strong 
flavours. 

“The thing is, if you put our 
sauces side by side with a Caesar 
dressing, the Caesar dressing will 

Continued on page 45 » 
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FREE 

PRIZE DRAW 
FOR ALL 
, ATTENDING, 


Join us for a drink and enjoy some 
tasty treats freshly cooked for you 
by our Miele and Siemens home 
economists. They will be cooking up 
some delicious foods for you all to try, 
answering your questions and showing 
off the latest products and technology. 


MIELE 

DEMONSTRATION 

Saturday 14th 
December 
10.00am - 5.00pm 


SIEMENS 

DEMONSTRATION 


Sunday 15th 
December 
10.30am - 4.30pm 


www.umbermaster.co.uk 


IP 

Umbermcister 


KITCHENS 

DEMONSTRATION WEEKEND 


This event runs along 
with Lenleys Christmas 
sale preview weekend 
on Saturday 14th and 
Sunday 15th 
December 2013 at 


LENLE/S 


In Lenleys, Roper Road 
Canterbury CT2 7EL 
For more information call us on: 

01227 766655 


SIEMENS 


19-25 Blenheim Close, Pysons Road Industrial Estate, l n Lenleys, Roper Road 

Broadstairs, Kent, CT10 2YF Canterbury CT2 7EL 

Telephone: 01843 602607 Telephone: 01227 766655 
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always out-sell everything else by 
four times. 

“But there is a huge group of 
people that want to go for something 
different.” 

The public face of the company is 
all about its sauces, pastes, 
marinades and chutneys, but behind 
the scenes it is infiltrating the 
ready-meals world, working with 
shops and restaurants and adding 
their flavours to dishes. 

“We create a lot of flavours for 
other brands and retain ownership of 
the recipes - it’s anything from 
Tex-Mex to South African,” said 
Chia. “What I’ve realised is that what 
I have lends itself to working with 
chefs and creating recipes. 

“There are always going to be the 
easy pour-out-of-the-jar sauces - our 
concept is completely different to 
that.” 

A lthough she is keen to take 
her business to the next 
level, Chia is wary of 
dealing with supermarkets, 
with previous experiences in mind. 

“I worked with supermarkets 
throughout my time with sushi,” 
she said. 

“The best were Safeway - they 
were brilliant. They were 
unconventional and believed in 
being a champion of artisan food. 

“I went to Sainsbury’s and Tesco 
and they became very unfair and 
ruthless, in my opinion. 

“My business has never been about 
profit, to an extent. It’s about sharing 
what we have created, it’s never been 
about money. Money is important 



UPHEAVAL: Karmix transferred to its new base in Selling this year but the move came after substantial work, left, to make the interior what it is now, right 


because it helps you grow, but the 
food is the first focus.” 

Delving into Chia’s background, it 
is easy to see where some of the 
influences come from. The Asian mix 
of flavours ranges from Japanese to 
Malaysian and more. 

Growing up in Singapore, she was 
surrounded by an incredible mix of 
cultures and food, notably nonya, 


the term describing a blending of 
Chinese and Malaysian cuisines in 
both ingredients and styles. 

When she came to boarding school 
in England, the food on offer did not 
go down well and so Chia took 
matters into her own hands. 

“I didn’t like the food and so 
learned to cook,” said the 53-year- 
old. “I went to college and cooked 


and fed people proper meals and I 
charged them for it. 

“When everyone went on holiday, 
we were left behind because we were 
all foreign students and I cooked for 
everybody.” 

That entrepreneurial spirit was 
just the start of a business career 
that saw her working with major 
supermarkets in setting new ranges 


of sushi to creating her own brand of 
rice crackers. 

She also worked in the financial 
sector with KPMG and a Japanese 
commodity broker. Before that, she 
had spent time in publishing with 
Penguin and Collins, proving she is 
more than just a foodie. 

■ For more information, visit 
www.karimix.com. 
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Treat the ^ 



Qfiudtnuw 
ianch cd ... 

£55 pe* peMon 

k. TEL .01843 

599 590 
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<£ a Mappy JVem ‘tfrewc piam 


Oeek ewtty 

to avoid disappoinment! 




Reduced rates for 
children and infants, 
please phone the 
restaurant of your 
choice for more details. 



THORLEY taverns 



BOOK NOW 


23Ioomers Restaurant 

Cosy, intimate, candlelit, romantic 


01474 322131 

15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA 11 OEF 

www. over cliffehotelkent .co.uk 


TW Plumbing 

Qualified plumber, established 10 years 
All plumbing jobs from leaking taps, radiators, 
burst pipes to bathroom installations. 



Free quotes 

24 hour emergency service 

Call 

01892 671504 
07881 022459 

Based in Tunbridge Wells 
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Younci chefs 







JUNIOR STAR: Ben Colley and the 
dish that retained his award, below 

\ 



By Greg Miles 

greg.miles@archant.co.uk 


T WO young chefs will get 
the chance to spend a 
week in a professional 
kitchen after winning a 
countywide competition. 
Eden Allsworth retained her title 
in the senior category of the Kent 
Young Chef Award, while Ben Colley 
again picked up the junior title. 

After winning the live final at 
K College in Tonbridge, judged by 
celebrity chef Richard Phillips, the 
pair will get to spend a week at 
Rowhill Grange in Dartford, where 
they will help run a kitchen. 

They will also join the head chef 
at The Windmill in Hollingbourne 
to design a three-course menu for 
the Kent Young Chef Award charity 
dinner. 

There were eight finalists in total, 
four in each age group, for the 
competition run by Produced in Kent. 

Highsted Grammar’s Eden won the 
title with her saltmarsh lamb cooked 
three ways, accompanied by 
chickpea and butternut squash 
ragout and buttered black cabbage. 

Ben, a pupil at The Skinners’ 
School in Tunbridge Wells, also held 
on to his junior title with a venison 
and bone-marrow burger, triple- 
cooked chips, burnt onion rings, 
burger sauce and vanilla milkshake. 



PRODUCED IN 


KENT 


Head judge Mr Phillips said: “The 
judging panel had a difficult job this 
year and, while we seem to say it 
every year, the standard really has 
improved. 

“The winning dishes were both 
remarkable and both Eden and Ben 
have benefited greatly from the 
experience of winning last year. 

“This definitely showed in their 
cooking techniques, professionalism 
in the kitchen and their confidence.” 

The dishes were also judged by 
Ian Piper, curriculum director at 
K College, and Tony Blake, from kff 
catering supplier. 


Mr Blake said: “We had a couple of 
small disasters, but the youngsters 
kept their cool and started again.” 

Ben said: “I am ecstatic I have won 
this year and am so happy the judges 
enjoyed my food. 

“I had the idea of doing my dish 
quite a while ago and have been 
practising and adding elements so it 
would be perfect on the day. 

“I wanted the judges to see that I 
had extended my range of skills, and 
this dish allowed me to show lots of 
different techniques. 

“It has given me the confidence to 
consider entering more competitions.” 

Senior champion Eden said: “This 
is the last year I can enter, so I really 
hoped I could retain my title. 

“I have had so many opportunities 
after winning last year and that has 
given me the confidence to push 
myself in the kitchen. 

“This year I decided I wanted to 
cook with ingredients I really love 
- lamb and chickpeas are among my 
favourites. I practised the dish at 
least six times and am really happy 
how it turned out today.” 

All finalists received a certificate, 
a Rubens apples hamper and an 
invitation from Mr Phillips to spend a 
day in one of his restaurant kitchens. 
■ The charity dinner, in aid of MIND, 
takes place on Thursday, January 23, 
2014, at The Windmill in 
Hollingbourne. Tickets are priced at 
£28 and available from the venue. 




SENIOR: Eden Allsworth receives 
her award... her winning dish below 



Turkey roast dinner 

t]linl° r3 o C0UrSesatlunch 

£ 1950 for 3 courses at 


RESTAURANT 
WITH ROOMS 


Christmas & New Year 2013 plans 

A simple & stylish solution to your Christmas 
celebration this year... 

• Intimate dining to big bashes - parties from 2 to 70. 

• Complimentary private dining room and venue hire 

available during December. 

• We organise table plans & place cards - free of charge! 

• Bed & continental breakfast just £50 per couple when 

booked on the Christmas menu. 


Roast ‘Alkham bred’ Turkey, 

carved at the table, all the 
trimmings 


Christmas pudding 

brandy custard 

Dietary requirements 
can be catered for - 
minimum table size 6 people) 


Mark a date in your diaries to bring family, friends & 
colleagues to the Alkham valley this festive season. 
Take advantage of our fantastic overnight offer and 
make a special night of it... 


01304 873410 

Alkham Valley Road, Alkham, Dover, Kent CT15 7DF 

w w w. themarquisatalkham .co.uk 


Ask about our 

Christmas accommodation 
packages 

- 2 nights from £499 
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Amy 

This exquisite, 
five-branch, glass 
crystal chandelier 
has an antique 
crack-cream- 
finished frame 
with a decorative 
cut-glass, crystal 
centrepiece. 
Price: £129 


• Stapleton 

This charming 
four-drawer 
wooden jewellery 
box has a classic 
chest design with 
a soft chalk-white- 
painted finish 
inside and out. 

Price: £55 


Sweet dreams 
made of these 


Who wouldn’t want to create a romantic vintage bedroom 
that is pretty tranquil and welcoming? From ornate, 
bejewelled chandeliers and mirrors to statement 
pieces, here are some items just perfect for transforming 
your bedroom into a stylish yet nostalgic haven. 


Denisova 

A delightful cut-glass perfume 
bottle. The body has a gentle 
curved silhouette when viewed 
from the front or back and the top 
a heart or shield shape. 

Price: £3? 


> Binoche 

White Antoinette 
three-drawer bedside. 

Price: £199.50 
All pictures 

www.chandeliersandmirrors.co.uk 


« Spoleto 

A magnificent 
bevelled glass 
over-mantle mirror 
with an enchanting 
design. 
Price: £245 


Lockyer • 

Nickel-plated Wrights of 
York pocket-watch 
wall clock. 

Price: £89 
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your say. 


Send us your views. 

Write to: 

KoS, Apple Barn, Hythe Rd, 
Smeeth, Ashford, TN25 6SS. 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 

Please include your name and 
address, although these will 
be withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


EU legislates for 
foreign job-seeker 

ROGER Arnold is right to be concerned 
about the financial situation of many 
families and service cutbacks in Kent 
(Letters 30/11). 

I am worried the managers at 
Medway NHS Foundation Trust, who 
may be sacked for incompetence, will 
leave with enhanced redundancy 
payments - at the taxpayers’ expense. 

Regarding the immigration point 
Mr Arnold raised, EU regulations 
[in the section relating to freedom 
of movement and social security] 
allow an unemployed EU person to 
move to another member state in 
search of work for up to six months; 
previously it was just three. 

Most importantly, that person 
must register as a job-seeker and can 
be entitled to the same social security 
assistance as was received in their 
own EU state. 

Also, he/she will receive, via the 
Department for Work and Pensions, 
that amount, subject to satisfactory 
documentation, which the UK 
should reclaim from that other 
member state. They only come under 
the UK system when employed. 

Housing and medical treatment, 
apart from A&E, are not included in 
the entitlement. 

So it may appear the EU job-seeker 
claims benefit, but it is at his own 
country’s rate and expense. 

The problem is the UK administra¬ 
tions only look at national and not 
EU legislation and I speak from 
experience of the EU legislation. 

Ken Scrivner, via email 

MEP is peddling 
the wrong theory 

GREEN MEP Keith Taylor re-quotes a 
report (KoS 24/11) that says cycle 
accidents reduced by 29 per cent 
when speed limits are downgraded 
from 30mph to 20mph. 

Can he back this claim up by 
naming areas where this happened? 

Do these claimed reductions carry 
on through the night when 99 per 
cent of the population are asleep 
and the 20mph limit still prevails? 

He automatically accepts cyclists 
can never be at fault for their own 
injuries (it has to be the driver’s) and 
to justify this nonsense wants all 
rural speed limits downgraded. 

In my nearly 50 years of driving, I 
have only ever seen speed limits 
downgraded, so what are we going to 
achieve by more of the same? 

Follow a tractor on a rural road 
and witness the queues that build up 
behind it, that is what he and his 
supporters would like to see. 


<5 
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Pull the plug on this 
addiction right now 


IT is no surprise the gambling 
industry tries to reassure us the 
highly lucrative fixed odds betting 
terminals in betting shops are not 
a cause for concern (KoS 24.11). 

However, the truth is this kind 
of instant-payout gambling is 
extremely addictive, particularly 
for people who are desperately 
poor and can least afford to waste 
their money. 

This form of gambling ruins the 


Perhaps the return of the man 
walking in front with the red flag is 
some sort of Holy Grail to those 
opposed to our mobility. 

Only inappropriate speed for 
prevailing conditions causes 
accidents; sensible speeds allow us to 
complete our journeys in a time 
more befitting the 21st century. 

Terry Hudson, Whitstable 

Horsemeat idea 
leaves bitter taste 

THE surplus of horses (KoS, 24/11), 
in my opinion, is due to over 
breeding or indiscriminate breeding. 

This is bound to lead to welfare 
problems. Promoting horsemeat is 
not the answer and can only make 
matters worse. As a vegetarian I find 
the concept abhorrent. 

The chief executive of the World 
Horse Welfare charity apparently 
believes its president, Princess Anne, is 
brave to openly state her view. Bravery 
is in the eye of the beholder, sir. 


lives of the addicts, and may also 
harm other people, as some 
gamblers will turn to burglary or 
even violent crime to feed their 
habit or indeed themselves after 
they have lost on the machines. 

Liverpool City Council is quite 
right to have banned these 
terminals and I urge councillors 
throughout Kent to do the same. 

Richard Mountford, 
Hildenborough 


Horses have been abused over the 
years by a variety of so-called 
‘animal lovers’. To suggest horses are 
now intensively farmed for the food 
chain is beyond belief. 

Mary McNulty, Brenchley 

Sunken ship yet 
another mystery 

THANK you for your article about 
HMS Dasher (KoS 24/11) - it was 
very interesting and horrific. 

We had a similiar incident with my 
husband’s brother. He was on the 
HMS Duchess when war broke out. 

They were ordered back from the 
China Seas to the UK to accompany 
HMS Barham. 

Having arrived at the Mull of 
Kintyre, during the night of Decem¬ 
ber 12, 1939, the Barham hit the 
Duchess and sank it. Out of 160 crew 
only 23 survived. 

My brother-in-law died aged 21. 

This was never disclosed either. 

Doris Taylor, Margate 


Sandys’ decision 
sad day for voters 

IT is a great shame Laura Sandys, 

MP for Thanet South, announced she 
will stand down at the next election. 

She was one of the few MPs who 
was likeable in Parliament and really 
cared about her constituents. 

Probably because she had a proper 
job before entering politics - unlike 
David Cameron. 

Rosie Johnston, Ightham 

Time to address 
deprived county 

THERE is too much inequality in Kent. 
For a county in the ‘prosperous’ south 
east there are too many districts with 
high levels of deprivation and poverty. 

One dramatic indication of this is 
the vast variation in life expectancy 
around the whole county. 

The areas now being administered 
by clinical commissioning groups 
show life expectancy rates in Thanet, 
Medway and Swale below the 
national average. The national rate is 
just below 81 years, yet in wards like 
Margate South (72.7), Leysdown and 
Warden (73.4) and Gillingham North 
(74.1) the level of low life expectancy 
is nothing short of shocking. 

The impact of deprivation can be 
seen even more clearly by looking at 
wards within our districts. 

For example, in Dartford life 
expectancy in Joydens Wood is 8.7 
years more than in Bean and 
Darenth, while in Gravesham there 
is an 8.3 years difference between 
Istead Rise and Northfleet North. 

Nor are such variations confined 
to the acknowledged poorer districts 
with wards such as St James in 
Tunbridge Wells and Edenbridge in 
Sevenoaks below national and 
district rates. 

As Labour councillors, we say it is 
impossible to address the many 
social challenges involved if central 
and local government abandon the 
principle that resources have to 
follow need, and respond instead to 
the demands for per capita funding, 
which means rich areas get more 
and poor areas less. Health inequali¬ 
ties will continue unless there is 
determined political action. 

Gordon Cowan (Kent), Vince 
Maple (Medway), Julian Atkins 
(Tonbridge & Mailing), John Burden 

(Gravesham), Mike Eddy (Dover), 
Mark Fittock (Sevenoaks), Clive 
Hart (Thanet), Mike Haywood 
(Swale), Dianne Hill (Tun Wells), 
Malcolm McKay (Maidstone) 
Geoff Prout (Dartford) John Wratten 
(Canterbury), Harriet Yeo (Ashford) 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the best 
service to you, we have produced our 10 guiding 
principles which tie in with our parent company 
Archant’s overall mission statement. 

Archant’s mission statement is: “We bring 
together motivated buyers and sellers through the 
creation of unique and compelling content and 
community expertise.” This is summed up in the 
strapline ’Inspiring Communities’. 


The way KoS will create our unique and 
compelling content is to follow these 10 principles: 

Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 

4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division between 


news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to people 
living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are important 
to the well-being of the county and its people. 
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Medway 

Queen 

by Ivor Dennis 
from Gillingham 


If your picture is printed on this 
page you will receive an any 
duration Dover-Calais return 
crossing for a car and up to 
five passengers, valid for a 
year, courtesy of... 


To see your photograph printed 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Apple 
Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, 
Ashford TN25 6SS. Be sure to 
include your name, address and 
a contact telephone number. 
Unfortunately we cannot return 
any prints, and please do not send 
negatives. Note: all digital images 
must be no less than 200dpi. 


MYFERRYLI n k 

Owned and run by the crew 



Are you or a loved one 

looking for support? 

Do you need support with everyday tasks? 

A little help around the house? 
Someone you can rely on to lend a helping hand? 

It only takes one phone call. 
Call our Kent freephone line, 
quoting AVANTE1, on 01622 351166 

avante) 

community support 

Making a positive difference. 
www.avantecommunitysupport.org.uk 
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READER OFFER 


Holidays 


Call 01895 83 33 33 ^ 

Fur bookings and InFoc matleri 




Hdldayi offered by GN Holidays. Higher Denham. Lbbfktge Uflfl Sfi - Open- <**m to 5.30pm weekdays: 9 to 12.30pm Saturday* clowd Bank Holiday weekends ■ Email: uifwag*iK]iKl*y*.com ■ www.gnholldays.osm 





Drinks 

Bum to i twin 


tmertairnnem 

+ ANew 
Itar Party 

EIOpp 

Deposit 

Over40$ 
only 


Grand Burstin 
Hotel Folkestone 
New Yea r 
Self Drive Deal 

The Grand fluntin HMeL Iff In d prlme 
posrtion wedaolim^ Folkesione 
htafbgur, it renowned ji mr at thr -JK'-. 
lop cnten*inme«1 herteis. so you can 
nebi^dirtf In iCyle jnd Isr enEurEjined j!T 
under ooe roof Cabaret Shows are 
perfcHimed every evening ■ rant.nlk 
entertainment for all age* 1 Hk Studies 
Health Club hjv an mderar heated 
Sivjmminfl pool and sauna, and a state 
ol Ehe All gym [£4 per day payable Oft 
sftel. AH bedrooms aapeo-sode wrrhTV, 
hairdryer and tca/coffee tray. 


3 nights half board 
30th Dec to 2ndJan P 2014 
£246pp SaJb£1H9pp 
Quote: BF12-2-K05 

INCLUDED; 

• 3 highb i luring a Hvm dnu1>: - 
bedded en suite coom 

# i dinner^ i iUxilfpt breakfasts 
Hic&id- ng a FahI .svl *c GaI.i Dinm-- - 
on Nm Vea» i Eve 

# FrJJKr Enli'M ainnvnl 

IhraughoLft 1 *it -day including 
Orgies. & CwiipetrtHMH 

* Uw Cabaret Shows 



Carry on New 
Year Parties 2014 
at Bosworth 
Hall Hotel 

2 nights halfboard 
+ 99p Bar 

£409pp Satefttpp 

Quote: CQl-KOS 

24 Jan, 2014 

Extend your New Y«d4 cetetoaitais 
.il Bpwvprlli HaII Halrl, In Itvr 
ullage of Mailed Bosw^rth near 
Lekewer Dur popular pmale 
party weekends haw bworw a 



muM-do annuuil *v*vA wdb guests 
■c'liiinutg year After jtflr. Set in II 
acres o t landscaped gardens. the 
HotH has Ah Indoor pool Ami gym 
available tw gurMi WC 
INCLUDED: 

* 99p bar 6pm to 1 Hun both 
oyevun^ys for house beers 4 spirit* 


wkiv by the glass, punvped w>i( 
drinks & miners 

# 2 dinners A 2 breakiaiti 

* Enhanced entcrtafnmtoS Ipr 
JO 14 - mclyding rabarel berth 
night ■. and a Nciv Viiar Parly 

0 2 hlghEi sharing art en-suite 
bedtmm with TV it iwf coffee tray 


Swinging Sixties 
Carry On New 
Year Party 

Warmer Be mb ridge Co a hi 
Hotel hi# of Wight - Seif- Drive 
3 nights semi a If-inclusive 

From £519pp 

Sale from £209pp 

Qypte-WSI-COH-KOS 
10 January, 2014 

Our pulvaie party extendi Uhe New 
Tear festivities and takes-us on a imp 
down iTM’nwry lanv- a 1 pur ravnurlEi 1 - 
Warne< hotel. Eitycy a gala New Year's 
Eve party wllh countdown to 

midnight and grral rnlrt lainmr-Pil 

INCLUDED: 

* frw &ar from *pm lo midnight 
cvriy nighE Tgr Jnuv brm & ^pirlti, 
wine by cl w glass, pumped soft 
drinks, muter* tea Gr standard coffee 

• EnterEalnmenl ■ l dmrrai £ 3 
breakfasts # 1 eights en-sude chalet - 
UWKtes to main holel available 

9 Car lurry wPilh £45 


Warner Leisure Hotels 



BeyAlF- Hi 



Unforgettable 
Swinging 60s 
Party 


Free 

Drinks 


Over 40s 
only 


Pomiris PakefieJd Village 
Suffolk Coast S#*f-Dfh» 
3 nights half board 
+ fr*e drinks 


For m*ny people 1h« jwiirvging 60s 
were the best yean of tha 20th 
century A tlrrw □( expression, 
expansi^tL gr«at musk and 
fj&hiarl, r-Tfrdom and fun. Thdy 


]NClu£>ID: 

■ 3 liree drinks p et person per 
nkjht - hpuw brers 4- sipuK. wine 
by Ihr gbis, pumped salt drink-. A 

miners 



COME DANCIHG> PARTY 

If ygu'n- a dance fan who enjdy* IwllrOpiifi ^nd LaEiti *midng. 
you'll Cove cur popular Coma Dancing Party, tunning alongside 
the Carry un New Year Party add d+mce Tuition, a Gala Bosl a 
huge dance Naur with reserved table & seating and much mm* 
tot just f40pp antra. 


£129pp 


Owol c: SSB KOS 


23 MarcK 2014 


unfc^gelabli' Wc re inviting yau Ed 
join gs in celling I hr- 60s with an 
unfargeltflbk 1 Party at PnnEliil 
Pakefield. by the sea at Lowestoft. 
Sgflbfc 


# Full cntcrEiinmi.'fil progr.immr- 

# i night? en-sulte chflStft - 
upgddK available 

# i breakfasts and 3 dinner! 

4 Facilities. Indoor ixxrt 
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Mrs Polizzi explained that most of 
the sins were simple mistakes, which 
when eradicated can help people find 
the right path in business. 

She said: “Pride: you’ve got to be 
willing to admit when you have made 
a mistake. 

“No-one always makes a good call, 
but the important thing is to know 
when to cut your losses. If you don’t 
do that you normally end up throw¬ 
ing good money after bad. 

“Vanity: that can be believing 
you are good at doing some¬ 
thing even when all the evi¬ 
dence points to the contrary. 

“If you are not making mon¬ 
ey after two years of trading, 
losing money hand over fist, the 
odds are you are not very good 
at what you are doing and you 
should stop doing it.” 

Having trained at the five-star 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel in Hong 
Kong, and worked under famous chef 
and business mogul Marco Pierre 
White, Mrs Polizzi is well placed to 
give advice on growing your business 
from scratch. 

She added: “Marketing is the one 
thing that you must never, ever fall 
behind on. 

“From your website to your busi¬ 
ness cards, brochures or loyalty 
cards, you have got to make sure you 
have a coherent and strong market¬ 
ing strategy so your name and your 


Continued on page 53 » WORDS OF WISDOM: TV personality Alex Polizzi advised budding entrepreneurs 


By Joe Bill 


joe.bill@archant.co.uk 


R IGHT now is the perfect 
time to start up your own 
company - according to 
hotelier and TV presenter 
Alex Polizzi. 

The star of programmes such as 
The Hotel Inspector and The Fixer ap¬ 
peared to defy the gloomy economic 
outlook saying the current climate 
provides the ideal opportunity for 
small start-up businesses to fight for 
their place in the market. 

Speaking to KoS during a recent 
visit to the county, she said: “In a way 
I think it’s the perfect time. 

“When it comes to the tough times, 
it tends to sort out the businesses that 
should survive from the ones that 
should fail. 

“If you have a really good concept 
and you are prepared to work hard, 
it’s a very good time to start-up your¬ 
self- it is fertile ground.” 

Mrs Polizzi, 42, was speaking at a 
business start-up conference in Ash¬ 
ford, giving advice to entrepreneurs 
setting up their own businesses. 

With a rich heritage of hoteliers, her 
grandfather was Lord Forte, while her 
mother is hotel designer Olga Polizzi 
and sister of Sir Rocco Forte. 

She has subsequently made a name 
for herself after she and her husband, 
Marcus Miller, launched a wholesale 
bakery, supplying bread to the likes of 


Selfridges, Harvey Nichols and Fort- 
num & Mason. 

The expert also manages the Hotel 
Endsleigh in Milton Abbot, Devon, 
owned by her mother. 

But it was helping give a hand up to 
the next generation of entrepreneurs 
which brought her down to the Vist- 
aprint Night School event recently. 

There, she warned those gathered 
of the ‘seven deadly sins’ of owning a 


J You've got to 


LESSEES 


you' ve made 
I a mistake'! 


small business before talking one-to- 
one with aspiring entrepreneurs. 

The major things to avoid are pride, 
vanity, profligacy, complacency, in¬ 
flexibility, ignorance and laziness. 

She said: “These are things I have 
found, tried and tested and you need 
to steer clear of. I feel very comforta¬ 
ble giving tips to anybody working in 
any business because each of them is 
true of every sector.” 


'Fertile ground' to 
start up business, 
says TV's Polizzi 
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Businesses keen to maintain a competitive edge this Christmas are urged to 
take advantage of the products provided by Business Services at MidKent 
College. 

From bespoke training and apprenticeships to the College’s very own 
Microsoft Academy and JobShop, MKC Business Services can help 
improve a firm from top to bottom. 

And with 2014 predicted to experience continued economic growth 
following a lengthy period of decline, there’s never been a better time for 
employers to ensure they stay ahead of the pack. 

Based at the College’s new higher education centre at its Maidstone 
Campus, MKC Business Services consists of a team of education and 
training experts with years of experience in the field. 


The first of four key services offered by Business Services is its wide range of bespoke training 
packages, offering professional qualifications in a variety of courses including training and 
leadership, health and safety and lots more. 


Business Services manager Jacqui Brown said: “Training can be delivered during the working 
day, twilight evenings or weekends to address your needs and fit in with your schedules. 


“We work with you and your team to determine the course content, ensuring it is highly relevant 
to you and your staff. 

“We’ll also align training to match your business culture and values.” 

Firms keen to keep up with the pace of technology can take advantage of the Microsoft Academy, 
which offers fully-accredited technical and Office programs from a dedicated IT suite at the 
College’s Medway Campus. 

Service number three is the JobShop, which provides recruitment solutions by advertising job 
vacancies to existing students for free. Only students who fulfil certain criteria are notified of the 
vacancies, ensuring only the most appropriate candidates are put forward for application. 
Finally, Business Services is also responsible for more 
than 20 apprenticeship programmes at the College, 
giving employers the support they need to train the 
skilled workforce of the future. 

Apprenticeships are offered in a wide range of subject 
areas including Customer Service, Hairdressing, 

Plumbing, Vehicle Fitting and lots more. The College 
also offers the Higher Apprenticeship in Accounting. 

Visit www.mkcbusiness.co.uk or call 01622 624900 for 
more information. 
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Business Briefs 


Interest-free funding 
available if you know 
the right place to look 


Paul Wookey, chief executive of Locate in Kent, the county’s 
investment promotion agency, explains how businesses in 
the county can tap into millions of pounds worth of funding. 


S ECURING finance for your 
business remains a chal¬ 
lenge despite the improv¬ 
ing economic climate. 
Pressure from govern¬ 
ment on the high street banks designed 
to ensure the effects of the Bank of Eng¬ 
land’s quantitative easing programme 
filtered down to businesses has 
achieved mixed results, depending on 
which side of the story you listen to. 

Finding large-scale private backers 
willing to invest is equally challeng¬ 
ing, as those with the funds to help 
are looking for the best return for 
minimal risk. 

One emerging source of finance is 
crowdfunding, where companies can 
secure contributions from online in¬ 
vestors, sponsors or donors to fund 
business growth. 

However, in parts of Kent and Med¬ 
way there is another alternative - a 
near £60 million pot of Regional 
Growth Fund finance, managed by 
Kent County Council, available now 
and already helping businesses to 
grow the local economy. 

The funds are not only for compa¬ 
nies looking to relocate to Kent, but 
also for businesses within the local 
authority areas covered that have 
specific investment projects that will 
help create or secure jobs. 

Expansion East Kent has £35m 
available in the form of zero per cent 
interest-free loans to sole traders, 
partnerships, limited companies or 



A HELPING HAND: Paul Wookey 

not-for-profit businesses in the Can¬ 
terbury, Dover, Shepway and Thanet 
local authority areas. 

To be eligible, companies must use 
the support from the fund to create 
or safeguard jobs and be able to pro¬ 
vide an element of private sector 
investment. 

The scheme will fund tangible as¬ 
sets, such as land, buildings, machin¬ 
ery and equipment, and intangible 
assets such as the transfer of technol¬ 
ogy or knowledge from third parties. 

In north Kent, Thames Gateway 
Innovation, Growth and Enterprise 
(Tiger) has £20m to invest in the form 
of capital investment loans, young in¬ 
novative enterprise loans, innovation 


and development loans or innovation 
centres loans. 

It is open to businesses in Dartford, 
Gravesham, Medway and Swale that 
have match-funding available, are 
creating or safeguarding jobs, can 
show their proposal will have a posi¬ 
tive impact on the north Kent area 
and they can repay the loan within 
five to seven years. 

The application and assessment 
process for both schemes is thorough 
and in itself gives companies an op¬ 
portunity to review and update their 
business plans, and to take a step 
back and reassess targets and per¬ 
formance to date. 

There are three stages: A pre-appli¬ 
cation, a full application along with a 
comprehensive business plan, and an 
assessment by an independent panel 
of business experts. 

There are smaller funds also, such 
as the Marsh Million, which offers 
zero per cent loans to small and micro 
businesses and start-ups on Romney 
Marsh, and Escalate, which opens in 
December and is for companies in 
Maidstone, Sevenoaks, Tunbridge 
Wells, Tonbridge & Mailing and part 
of Sussex. 

More than £25m has already been 
allocated to about 70 businesses from 
just about every business sector - life 
sciences, IT, business support, manu¬ 
facturing and more - but money is 
there and waiting for dynamic, grow¬ 
ing businesses to invest in Kent. 


POLIZZI’S SEVEN DEADLY SINS... 

1 Pride - if you make a mistake, be sure you acknowledge it, learn from it 
and then move on. 

2 Vanity - make sure you are making money and not just doing what you 
think is right even if it’s making a loss. 

3 Profligacy - make sure you don’t spend recklessly, prioritise buying 
items that will make you money. Keep the bank onside. 

4 Complacency - keep up to date with current trends relating to your 
business and stay relevant for your customers 

5 Inflexibility - work as the customers need you to. They must always be 
a priority. 

6 Laziness - do not just wait for business to come to you. Have a strong, 
coherent marketing campaign. 

7 Ignorance - problems don’t just disappear, they get worse so don’t 
ignore them - deal with them and move on. 


« Continued from page 55 

product stay in people’s minds.” 

The hotelier, who is currently film¬ 
ing a new series of The Hotel Inspec¬ 
tor for Channel 5 early next year, told 
those gathered not to be disheartened 
if their business doesn’t start as 
quickly as they expected and to be 
patient as the economy picks up. 

She said: “It’s important you can get 
some backing and some mentoring, 
because nobody knows everything 
when they start a new business; we all 
have to learn at some stage.” 

A new series of The Fixer, for BBC2, 
will also start in January where Mrs 
Polizzi investigates failing family 
businesses in an attempt to turn 
them around. 

She knows from experience that 
even working with family, there can 
be difficulties. 

“Working with family is hard,” she 
explained. “I’ve worked for my uncle, 
with my mother and I currently have 


a business with my husband - and 
none of them have been easy. 

“But I do think that if you have 
differing skill sets complementary of 


each other, and if you really trust 
your family business partners as I do, 
it can be an incredibly rewarding 
experience.” 

KWE 


Port educating for the future 


THE Port of Dover is launching a 
brand new bursary scheme to 
encourage students into a future 
at the busiest port in Europe. 

The scheme, for 16 to 24-year- 
olds, encourages local students 
to study port-related courses at 
university including economics 
and business management, civil 
engineering, marine technology 
and marine engineering. 

Students within the postcodes 


CT14 to CT17, entering full-time 
education in September 2014 and 
studying a relevant degree are 
eligible. The port will also provide 
work experience as well as paid 
placements during and following 
the period of their study. 

Applications should be sent to 
Anita Wilson, Dover Harbour 
Board, Harbour House, Marine 
Parade, Dover, CT17 9BU by 5pm 
on Friday, January 10, 2014. 


Sign-maker's 
new wheels 
of efficiency 

ONE of the UK’s largest sign 
manufacturing companies has 
upgraded its vehicle fleet after 
securing funding from Lloyds 
Bank Commercial Finance. 

Broadstairs-based Blaze 
Neon, which operates a fleet of 
42 vehicles, has purchased 21 
new Mercedes Sprinter vans to 
replace older models, a move 
that will deliver cost and 
environmental benefits due to the 
greater fuel efficiency provided 
by the new vehicles. 

Established in 1981, it has made 
signs for companies including 
Sainsbury’s, Halifax, Co-op 
Marks & Spencer and Tesco. 

Blaze Neon, which employs 
more than 300 staff and has a 
turnover of £28 million, boasts 
130,000 sq ft of production 
facilities at its head office. 


Ecotech team 
go on mission 
to Colorado 

AN eco-technology company 
from Faversham has been chosen 
to attend the Clean and Cool 
Mission to Colorado, USA, to 
showcase its innovations and 
explore business opportunities 
associated with tackling climate 
change. 

The Brogdale-based group 
will attend a week-long event 
alongside 15 other UK companies 
to learn from key leaders in the 
field and meet with potential 
investors. It will form part of the 
National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory’s (NREL) Industry 
Growth Forum. 

As the number one U.S market 
for renewable energy, the 
’Mission to Colorado’ will enable 
participants to learn first-hand 
how to accelerate their business 
in the important U.S market. 


Plumbing boss to raise profile 


A WELL-KNOWN plumbing 
suppliers has appointed a new 
managing director to head-up 
seven branches across Kent. 

Drakes Plumbing Supplies has 
taken on Andy Clark, who has 
previously worked with various 
companies across London, North 
America, Hong Kong and the 
Middle East, to raise its profile. 

The Yalding resident will be 
based in Drakes’ head office in 


Tunbridge Wells. 

He said: “I am excited about 
the challenge of joining Drakes. 

“I have a lot of experience of 
working with teams of sales and 
service orientated staff and the 
customer service ethos prevalent 
at Drakes appealed to me. 

“I look forward to helping the 
company improve on the good 
service that it already enjoys a 
strong reputation for.” 


£1.4m refurb at coastal hotel 


SHEPHERD Neame will spend 
£1.4 million redeveloping a hotel 
at one of the most picturesque 
spots on the Kent coast. 

The Fayreness Hotel - regu¬ 
larly used as a film location - 
overlooks Botany Bay at Kings- 
gate, and will be renamed the 
Botany Bay Hotel. 

Work started in the autumn 
with a refurbishment of its 30 
bedrooms before the venue 


closes for 10 weeks from January 
to Easter. 

Two UPVC conservatories will 
be replaced by an orangery and 
exteriors will be clad in tradi¬ 
tional Kentish weatherboarding. 

Retail director Nigel Bunting 
said: "Botany Bay is probably the 
finest beach in Kent and a 
stunning location, so it makes 
sense to rename and redevelop 
the hotel for the many who use it.” 


For more business news visit www.businessforkent.co.uk 

»If you have a business story email us at editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
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r MHA MacIntyre Hudson n 

l National Firm of the Year 201 3^ 



The British Accountancy 

AWARDS 2013 

WINNER 


MHA MacIntyre Hudson is 
a growing and successful 
top 20 accountancy 
firm working with 
entrepreneurial 
businesses, groups and 
multinationals with 
L operations in the UK. ^ 


MHA MacIntyre Hudson have been awarded National Firm of the Year at The 
British Accountancy Awards 201 3. 

Rakesh Shaunak, MHA MacIntyre Hudson’s Chairman, says: 

“We are delighted to have been awarded National Firm of the Year. 

It is recognition of our strategy and continued growth by our peers. 
Everybody at the firm worked really hard to achieve this and I am really 
proud of the business we have built” 

Now in their third year, The British Accountancy Awards took place on 20 
November. The Awards attract more than 500 guests from practices all over 
the country including small local firms to larger regional, national and global 
players. Their criteria have been designed to recognise firms that have 
demonstrated excellence in their profession during the last 12 months. 

The judges were impressed by MHA MacIntyre Hudson’s desire to increase the 
quality of its client base, while investing in the business. Its strong Corporate 
Social Responsibility policy was also noted. 

James Gransby, Partner at the Maidstone office, says: 

“I was delighted to see the news of the award. To be part of a nationally 
recognised firm is very inspiring. Our staff are relishing the challenges 
and opportunities presented to them” 


About MHA MacIntyre Hudson 

Following a merger in July 201 3, MHA MacIntyre Hudson is in a strong position to 
help local Kent businesses via the Maidstone and Canterbury offices. 

We provide a wide range of services to our local community as follows: 


Our services 

• Advice and planning 

• Audit and assurance 

• Business strategy 

• Corporate finance 

• Restructuring and recovery 

• Financial training 

• HR solutions 

• Outsourcing 

• Tax planning 

• Wealth management 


Our sectors 

• Agriculture and rural business 

• Healthcare 

• Leisure and hospitality 

• Legal 

• Manufacturing and engineering 

• Media and entertainment 

• Not for profit (charities and schools) 

• Property and construction 

• Technology 

• Transport and logistics 

• Travel and tourism 


We are ranked in the Top 20 with 75 Partners and over 500 staff, our approach is always 
personal and in a changing world, our support is constant thus enabling our clients to achieve 
their goals. From the challenges of a growing business, to the complexities of incorporation 
and flotation, through compliance, taxation, acquisition or sale, MHA MacIntyre Hudson will 
help you take the initiative. Our priority is to protect your interests, individually as well as in 
business; to make sure you get the best out of the world you create. 


Contact details 



James Gransby 

Specialisms: SME’s, healthcare and not for profit 
Location: Maidstone office 
E: james.gransby@mhllp.co.uk T: 01622 754 033 



Jennifer Sherwood 

Specialisms: Owner managed businesses, charities and not for 
profit membership organisations. 

Location: Canterbury office 

E:jennifer.sherwood@mhllp.co.uk T:01 227 464 991 


For further information, and an initial free no obligation meeting, please contact your local office. 

www.macintyrehudson.co.uk/offices 
MHA MacIntyre Hudson 
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Business Briefs 


A sense 
have da 


ot routine can 


maaina 



Bev James warns against the pitfalls of complacency and 
how the tried and tested could prove bad for your business 


W HEN I want to unwind 
there is nothing I enjoy 
more than getting my 
bike out and going for 
long rides in the countryside around 
my home. 

As well as keeping me fit, I find 
regular exercise in the open air is a 
great way to clear my mind. 

Being away from mobile phones 
and the internet also gives me a 
chance to let my mind wander, so it 
is no coincidence I come up with new 
ideas and solutions to problems while 
I’m out on the road. 

Recently, while on a cycling 
expedition, I came across a scare¬ 
crow in a field, which happened to 
have a crow perched on its head. 

I smiled to myself first and then 
this sighting set off a train of thought 
around the nature of change and 
how to deal with problems as and 
when they arise. 

Obviously, a farmer had taken the 
time and effort to make a scarecrow 
and then put it in his field for a very 
good reason - to keep the birds away 
from his crops. 

However, the fact a crow was quite 
happy to use the scarecrow as a perch 
was a sure sign this tried and tested 
measure of keeping pests at bay was 
no longer having the desired effect. 

This made me think about how 
businesses deal with change and 
how sticking with the same routines 
and methods can fool people into a 
false sense of security. 

It is an easy trap to fall into, but I 
have lost count of the number of times 
I have seen companies making the 


same mistake over and over again. 

So many of us like routine and feel 
more comfortable with the familiar, 
but in business sticking with the 
tried and tested can sometimes lead 
to failure. 

When businesses are first set up, 
systems are devised to carry out 
certain functions, but often things 
are left unchanged as the firm 
develops and evolves. 

If you ask an individual employee 
why they are doing something in a 
certain way, they will usually tell 
you it is because they have always 
done it that way. 

It can often take someone from 
outside an organisation to point out 
obvious faults or mistakes. 

If a company is rigid and sticks to 
the same routines and methods, it 
runs the risk of repeating failures 
again and again. 

Of course, systems are put in place 
for a reason, and if something is not 
broken then there is no point in 
trying to fix it. 

However, if something is 
not working properly or is no 
longer a necessary part of the 
business, there is no point 
sticking with tradition for 
tradition’s sake. 

I would at this point urge 
caution when it comes to 
imposing whole-scale 
change in an attempt to 
try and fix an ailing 
business; it could be a 
product is no longer 
popular with customers 
or a rival has come up 


with a cheaper or better option. 

When a difficult situation arises, 
there can be a temptation to throw 
the kitchen sink at the problem and 
try to change everything in one go. 

In my experience this kind of 
shock and awe approach can be just 
as dangerous and damaging as 
blindly sticking with tradition. 

If you think of a business in terms 
of an engine, the organisation is 
operating at its best when all the key 
components are working together. 

If one part of a business ceases to 
function properly it makes no sense 
to scrap the whole engine; it is far 
more practical to fix or replace the 
misfiring component. 

That is why if there is a problem 
that needs fixing it is much better to 
take a methodical approach. 

Take a look at the processes within 
a business one step at a time rather 
than introducing a whole host of 
changes. If you work your way 
through each part logically and 
methodically then sooner or 
later you will find your own 
version of the scarecrow - one 
that actually works. 

■ Bev James is a successful 
serial entrepreneur with 
more than 20 years’ 
experience in coaching, 
training, recruitment 
and health & fitness. She 
is managing director 
and head of training for 
the Coaching Academy 
and the Entrepreneurs’ 
Business Academy. See 
www.bevjames.com. 



Boost for education centre's popularity 



A FORMER police training centre is 
fast becoming one of the best educa¬ 
tional activity centres in Europe after 
it received a cash injection from its 
parent company. 

Grosvenor Hall, in Kennington, 
Ashford, underwent a multimillion- 
pound upgrade before being opened 
to schools and colleges as an educa¬ 
tional facility in 2010. 

Now, Kingswood, which runs the 
site, providing residential trips across 
Kent, will invest £16 million across 
its outdoor education and adventure 
centres, including Grosvenor Hall. 

The 19th century building was the 
main facility for new recruits from 
police forces across the south east 
from 1973 until its closure in 2006. 

Kingswood says the cash injection 
will allow it to enhance activity 
equipment and rejuvenate teacher 
and student accommodation. 

John Bentley, chief executive officer 
of Education Travel Group, which owns 
Kingswood, said: “The four-year in- 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


vestment will help us expand the range 
of activities we offer, and enhance our 
facilities across all of the centres. 

“It’s vital the students and teachers 
who visit any of our centres have a 
fantastic experience and learn a lot, 
and spending millions over the next 
four years to add to our facilities will 
ensure they do that. 


“We want to give both new and 
returning guests an enjoyable and 
exciting stay and provide them with 
the best possible facilities.” 

One of nine UK centres, the Ash¬ 
ford site houses 50 acres of land and 
includes facilities for abseiling, climb¬ 
ing, laser games, orienteering as well 
as zip lines. 

KWE 


There's a new law firm in town 


A MEDWAY solicitors has shut 
down after 35 years, replaced by 
another law firm looking to serve 
Rainham and Sittingbourne. 

John Morley & Co and Lowes 
Solicitors has been forced to close 
following “unmanageable 
financial pressure” with Fosters 
Law stepping in to take over 
the leases of the high street 
properties as well as employing a 
number of former staff 


Ed Foster, senior partner of 
Fosters Law, said: “lam aware 
the former teams provided an 
excellent service to the local 
community for many years and 
although this is a new business 
with a new name above the 
doors, this is something that we 
hope to build upon. 

“We will continue to provide 
legal support for the people of 
Rainham and Sittingbourne.” 


Prize fund for 
low-carbon 
SME ideas 

TIME is running out for innova¬ 
tive low-carbon SMEs to grab a 
slice of a £330,000 fund. 

SMEs with viable low-carbon 
business ideas have until 
December 13 to apply for the 
Shell Springboard prize money. 

Since 2005, the programme 
has awarded £2.5 million to 71 
SMEs on a no strings attached 
basis, helping companies make 
their innovations a reality. 

Ed Daniels from Shell UK said: 
“Shell is committed to the twin 
challenge of reducing carbon 
emissions while meeting the 
growing global population’s 
rising demand for energy. 

“Since 2008, we have invested 
$2.2 billion in developing alterna¬ 
tive energies, carbon capture and 
storage, and other C02 related 
research and development.” 


Eco-friendly 
invitation to 
breakfast 

BUSINESSES interested in 
sustainable building are invited 
to visit Chandlers Building 
Supplies on Tuesday, December 
10, for a breakfast meeting with 
representatives from economic 
materials group Porotherm. 

Natural clay Porotherm 
products are said to provide a 
“thermal efficient living environ¬ 
ment” by evening out tempera¬ 
tures, protecting against the cold 
and reducing energy costs. 

John Rose, from Chandlers 
Thanet, said: “As more customers 
are looking for energy efficient 
and sustainable products, we 
wanted to invite people to speak to 
an expert about how Porotherm 
blocks can provide one solution. 

“Those attending will be able 
to enjoy a free breakfast roll and 
hot drink.” 


Awards triple for DFDS ferries 


DOVER ferry company DFDS 
Seaways has been awarded the 
World’s Leading Ferry Operator’ 
gong at the 2013 World Travel 
Awards for the third year in a row. 

Hailed as the premier titles in 
the travel and tourism industry, 
the World Travel Awards 
celebrate excellence throughout 
the global travel, tourism and 
hospitality sector. The winners 
are decided by travel industry 


professionals and consumers. 

Passenger director for DFDS 
Seaways Max Foster said: “This is 
a fantastic endorsement of the 
excellent service and standards 
we strive to deliver to our loyal 
customer base. 

“This prestigious award is 
testament to the hard work and 
commitment of our staff, who 
work tirelessly to provide the 
very best travel experience.” 


Pair to provide 

A NEW specialist firm offering 
insolvency and restructuring 
advice to businesses has 
launched offices in Maidstone. 

RNF Business Advisory will be 
led by female duo Ruth Duncan 
and Filippa Connor, both of whom 
have more than 20 years of 
experience in providing business 
recovery, restructuring and 
insolvency services. 

The launch comes as demand 


crisis advice 

for insolvency advice increases 
with firms feeling the pressure of 
the ongoing financial crisis. 

Ms Connor said: “Whether 
business owners, sole traders 
or individuals - suffering from 
financial difficulties can prove 
exceptionally difficult. Many 
people often don’t understand 
the true extent of their problems 
and the possible consequences 
of not seeking advice.” 


For more business news visit www.businessforkent.co.uk 

»If you have a business story email us at editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
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NVE STACO 

Estate Planning • Pensions • Investments • Mortgages 


Independent Financial Advisors, Investaco are 
on hand to offer you expert advice on the 
following services: 


.Estate Planning & Wills. Tax & Wealth 
Planning. Mortgages & Loans. Pensions & 
Investments. Insurance. Landlord & 


Business Advice. 



We protect you, your family and your assets 


Swale 

ACADEMIES 

TRUST 


Westlands School, Sittingbourne Community College, 
Meopham School, Westlands Primary School 
and Regis Manor Primary School 



School Direct is the new way of training 
teachers that puts schools at the heart 
of the process. 

It is an employment-based route into 
teaching for high quality graduates. 
Trainees will work as unqualified 
teachers in one of the schools within 
our Trust. 

Swale Academies Trust works in 
partnership with Canterbury Christ 
Church University (CCCU). 

We have a long history of teacher 
training within the Trust and have 
developed a rigorous and robust 
training programme. This consists of a 
combination of practical and theoretical 
elements delivered by a dedicated team 
at the Trust Training Centre. 


We recognise that trainees come 
with varying levels of previous school 
experience and our training is therefore 
tailored to the individual. Those who 
have plenty of relevant classroom 
experience have the opportunity to begin 
teaching whole classes early on in the 
programme. Those with less relevant 
experience will receive more guidance 
in the beginning, to build a firm 
foundation on which to base their 
classroom practice. 

Information about Swale Academies 
Trust, School Direct, the training provider 
and course content, are available on 
our website 

www.swaleacademiestrust.org.uk 


Westlands School, Sittingbourne Community College, Meopham School, 
Westlands Primary School and Regis Manor Primary School 

School Direct Teacher Training for the 2014/15 academic year 

Swale Academies Trust, working in partnership with Canterbury Christ Church 
University, invites high quality graduates interested in a career in teaching to 
consider the School Direct Training Programme 2014/15. We have places available 
under both School Direct training routes, some salaried and some which may be 
eligible for a training bursary or scholarship, subject to status. 

Please visit our website 
www.swaleacademiestrust.org.uk 

Swale Academies Trust has an excellent reputation for high quality teacher training 
within a friendly and supportive environment. This is an excellent opportunity 
to acquire practical teaching experience under the guidance of highly skilled 
and dedicated professionals. Westlands School, the lead training school, is an 
outstanding school as recognised by Ofsted. 

Professional help is given to successful applicants to enable them to begin teaching 
classes at the earliest appropriate opportunity. 

Information about the training provider and course content, 
are available on our website 

For preliminary enquiries you are welcome to contact the 
Staff Development Leader, Miss Elizabeth Frost, by 
e mail: schooldirect@westlands.kent.sch.uk 
Only applications made through UCAS Teacher Training, 
www.ucas.com/teacher-training will be accepted. 

Swale Academies Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 
of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. All staff are subject to an enhanced DBS check. 

Contact Details 


schooldirect@westlands.kent.sch.uk 
Trust Principal: Mr J Whitcombe MA 


Swale Academies Trust Company No 7344732 
Registered Office: Ashdown House, Johnson Road, 
Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1JS 




Canterbury 
Christ Church 

University 
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BusinessQuarter I Profiles 

If you would like to advertise in the next edition of BusinessQuarter please contact Sallie Payne on 01303 817056 or email sallie.payne@archant.co.uk 


You're in safe hands when 
using Right Guard Security 


Networking sessions offer 
companies a place to grow 


TRADING for more than 20 years, Right Guard 
Security has become synonymous with 
making sure your event or premises are in 
safe hands. 

Based in Canterbury it provides many 
services including crowd management, 
licensed trade security, guarding solutions, 
close protection and traffic management to the 
public, businesses and events around the UK. 

Events it has worked include the London 
2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games and the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 

It insists on the highest quality personnel 
and takes pride in providing highly trained 
and experienced door supervisors, security 
guards, close-protection operatives and crowd 
management stewards wherever, and when¬ 
ever, they are needed - even at short notice. 

It says its primary role is health and safety 
and customer care to both client and security 
staff. 

It is ACS accredited by the Security Industry 
Authority and has ISO9001 certification. 

Sister company, Mission Training and 
Consultancy Ltd, delivers a variety of courses 
ranging from first aid, fire health and safety, 
conflict management and security training 



which meet demands of new and existing 
legislation, including the Security Industry 
Authority (SIA) and the Licensing Act 2003. 

It means individuals employed in various 
industries can attend a range of programmes 
that will prepare them for future development 
and a job in the sector. 

It also offers a variety of courses aimed at 
educating security staff before they embark on 
a career in the security, leisure and licensed 
and entertainment sectors. Refresher courses 
on all of the above are available too. 

See www.rightguard.co.uk and www. 
missiontraining.co.uk. 


A NETWORKING event has been launched 
to great reception at offices in Kings Hill 

- spearheaded by CapitalSpace, a company 
which provides office space for start-ups 
and growing businesses. 

It operates the popular Churchill Square 
complex and saw more than 150 of its 
customers attend an early morning, informal 
breakfast networking session at the site. 

Those in 
attendance at 
the business 
centre, which 
has a mix of 
large and 
small offices 
to hire on a 
licenced basis, heard a host of inspiring 
presentations - with plenty more planned 
for the future. 

Working in close association with various 
organisations such as GrowthAccelerator 

- a partnership between private sector 
business growth experts and backed by 
the Government - CapitalSpace is speaking 
to customers to determine the most popular 
issues. 


It will then unveil plans for 2014. 

One such event took place on Wednesday. 

Organised with High Growth Kent, 
which offers guidance, coaching and 
mentoring, the ‘funding for business’ 
event saw valuable conversations on the 
key topics impacting on businesses going 
for growth. 

It was led by Alex Ledger, an approved 
Growth Accel¬ 
erator coach, 
representing 
High Growth 
Kent. 

He led 
discussions 
and carefully 
navigated through the options for west Kent 
businesses to tap into the financial support 
available. 

Amanda Robinson, manging director 
of Dotlmpact, a marketing firm based at 
Churchill Square, said: “Events like this 
are a worthwhile get together. This first 
presentation on funding options was a great 
idea as it’s a topic close to most business 
owners’ hearts.” 




• Crowd Mangement • Event Security 
• Stewarding Teams • Licensed Trade Security 
• Exhibitions and Hospitality • Traffic Management 


Teams • Uniformed Security Officers 

• Special Event and Venue Security 

• Close Protection • Dog Handlers • 




Flexible Office Space 

for growing businesses in Kings Hill 
Easy-in Easy-out on a monthly licence 


Churchill Square Business Centre 


Capital 


Kings Hrll West Mailing. Kent ME19 4YU 

01732 523415 


www.capitalspaCe.co.uk 
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Training, courses & careers 

Apprenticeships are 
on the rise as latest 
figures reveal spike 



A 



MOVING ON UP: Apprenticeships are rocketing in popularity 


THE number of apprenticeships 
across the UK is soaring, according 
to the latest figures. 

Government data revealed nearly 
870,000 people were taking part in 
an apprenticeship in 2012/13, with 
the gold standard of higher and 
advanced levels attracting record 
levels. 

The data indicates there were 
over 1.5 million apprenticeship 
starts since 2010, half a million of 
these were in 2012/13. 

Skills and enterprise minister 
Matthew Hancock said: “These 
figures show that a record 868,700 
people were in apprenticeships last 
year, which is up 77 per cent on 
2009/10.1 am also pleased to see 


that there were 13,000 people in 
higher apprenticeships last year, 
which is double the previous year’s 
figure. 

“This is good news for the 
economy, and good news for those 
getting the skills they need to 
prosper. 

' ‘I want the new norm for people 
leaving school or college to either 
go to university or choose an 
apprenticeship. By focusing on the 
quality and rigour that people and 
employers want from apprentice¬ 
ships, this will make the vision a 
reality. “ 

Higher apprenticeships intro¬ 
duced by this Government are now 
at the highest level they have ever 


been, while the participation in 
advanced level apprenticeships has 
increased by 19 per cent this year to 
nearly 380,000. 

To continue the work already 
being done to focus on the respon¬ 
siveness of the system, reforms 
were announced in October. 

The reformed apprenticeships 
will be employer-led and designed 


so they respond to the needs of 
industry, meaning each apprentice 
has the skills required by the sector. 
They will also focus on quality so the 
apprentice has to demonstrate their 
ability through rigorous assessment 
at the end of their apprenticeship. 

Each apprenticeship will then be 
graded on completion - pass, merit, 
or distinction. 


Firms prefer to 
hire from within 

MORE than two-thirds of 
employers want to recruit talent 
from within their organisation 
when looking to fill key man¬ 
agement roles. 

In a survey conducted by 
Investors in People South, 68 
per cent of business people said 
they look at promoting existing 
members of staff before going 
to external sources such as a 
recruitment agency. 

However, 36 per cent of 
respondents did not have a 
talent management programme 
in place to nurture talent. 

Young volunteers 
in sports scheme 

MORE than 150 MidKent 
College students have com¬ 
pleted at least 10 hours of 
voluntary coaching as part of 
the national Sport Makers 
initiative. 

It aimed to give students 
experience in the industry. 

Sport lecturer Mark Lampard 
said: “There’s no substitute for 
real-life work experience and 
hopefully they will be inspired.” 


ii What is your business doing to help our young people? If you have a good-news story, email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk or call 01303 817100. 



Kent 

County 

Council 


Fostering 


You can change the future 


Foster carers give children the 
stability they need for a great 
future. Find out about the 
rewards of fostering at an 
information event near you. 


www.kentfostermg.co.uk 
0845 330 2968 


Information Events 


Presentations start at 7pm 
Tuesday 10 December. 7pm-8.3Qpm 

Oakwood House, Oakwood Park, 
Maidstone ME16 8AE 


Wednesday 15 January, 7pm-8.3Qpm 

Dartford Girls Grammar School, 

Shepherds Lane, Dartford DAI 2NT 


Wednesday 22 January, 7pm-8.3Qpm 

The BayPoint Club, Ramsgate Road, 
Sandwich CT13 8QL 


Quote 1312KOS 

Follow us on Twitter for updates @kent_cc 



A great place to do 
business... 



THORLEYTAVERNC 

A •- STUNNING LOCATIONS -• ^ 

www.thorleytaverns.co.uk/hotels.asp 

PEGWELL BAY HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 599590 
OAK HOTEL, RAMSGATE T: 01843 583686 
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Advertiser’s Announcement 


Research & Development tax relief - 
The SME Scheme: Are you missing out? 

The majority of Small and Medium-size enterprises (SMEs) 
are missing out on making claims under the R&D tax legislation. 


According to HMRC’s 
estimates there should 
be approximately 50,000 
SMEs qualifying for R&D 
Tax Relief. Indeed this 
figure could be as high 
as 150,000 qualifying 
companies according to 
some HMRC sources. 

By contrast the latest 
available Research & 
Development Tax Credits 
Statistics as published in 
August 2012 show that in 
2010/11 only 8,170 claims 
were made. 

So why is the take 
up so low? There is a 
misconception that 

the scheme is complex, 
that it only relates to 
pure research facilities 
and that only scientific 
based companies can 
claim. In fact this is far 
from the reality of the 
situation. Innovation, 


extension of technical or 
scientific research and 
technical problem solving 
occurs throughout many 
Industries. 

As such there is a high 
chance that if an SME is 
undertaking innovation or 
solving technical problems 
in any Industry type there 
could be an R&D Tax 
Credit Claim to be made. 
The relief is granted on a 
project by project basis and 
in order to qualify a project 
must ‘seek an advance 
in science or technology 
through the resolution of 
scientific or technological 
uncertainty’. A word of 
caution is needed here as 
it should be noted that the 
mere increase in an SMEs 
own knowledge base will 
not necessarily qualify 
unless it also satisfies the 
stated criteria. 


Where a project does 
qualify for relief, a 
company can claim an 
additional tax deduction 
of 125% of qualifying 
expenditure where costs 
have been incurred on 
or after 1 April 2012. 
A qualifying spend of 
£100,000 could, after the 
enhancement, give rise to 
a total of £225,000 claimed 
against taxable profits in 
the company’s Corporation 
Tax computation. This can 
then lead to a reduction in 
tax payable, or should a 
company be loss making 
and a going concern, it 
is possible to make the 
claim for R&D Tax Credits 
and surrender the losses 
generated for cash. 

For R&D Tax Credit 
purposes an SME is defined 
as an entity having fewer 
than 500 employees and 


either an annual turnover 
not exceeding 100 million 
or a balance sheet not 
exceeding 86 million. 

Other extracts from 
HMRC’s statistics also 
make for interesting 
reading particularly with 
regard to the location of 
where the SMEs making 
the claims are located. By 
volume some 3,855 claims 
were made by SMEs in 
the areas classified as 
East of England, London 
and the South East which 
represents some 47% 
of the total claims for 
2010/11. By value these 
claims total £206 million 
which is 60% of the total 
value claimed for 2010/11. 
This clearly demonstrates 
that qualifying activity is 
being undertaken in the 
South East, London and 
Eastern regions and at 


considerable levels. 

It is essential that SMEs 
take advantage of the R&D 
tax relief rules if they are 
not already doing so, but to 
do that companies must be 
properly informed about 
the scheme and you should 
use a specialist in the field 


to properly advise you. 
Rick Schofield 
Tax Partner 
Ashford 
T:01233 629255 

E: rick. schofield@ 
wilkinskennedy com 




Stourside Place, Station Road, Ashford,Kent TN23 1 PP Suite 21, Innovation House, Discovery Park, Ramsgate Road, Sandwich, Kent CT1 3 9ND 


Chartered Accountants 
& Business Advisers 


Together 


buil 


we 


can 




ASHFORD OFFICE 
Is 01233 629 255 
f: 01233 643 901 
e: ashford@wilkinskennedy.com 


SANDWICH OFFICE 

t: 01304 897650 

e: sandwich@wilkinskennedy.com 


www.wilkinskennedy.com 
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»If you would like to 
advertise in this section, 
please telephone 
01303 817000 
or email 

advertising@kosmedia.co.uk 

» See the county's best 
homes for sale inside... 

Kent Life 


»100s of homes [|]&& 0 

available for sale 

or to rent at ^ STtSv- 

homesft.co.uk 


SIGN HERE: Buying or 
selling your home comes 
with a certain amount of risk 
so it's worth being aware of 
what costs may be incurred 


Understanding cost of the 
deal makers and breakers 


Solicitor dward Foster tackles both a positive and a negative 
aspect of the home-buying process - the troublesome issue of 
collapsed transactions and, more happily, paying the deposit 


With broken chains, gazumping and 
gazundering on the increase, what will I 
be charged if my transaction falls 
through? 

BUYING or selling property comes 
with risk, including the possibility 
that the conveyancing transaction 
can fall through due to factors 
beyond your control. 

Unfortunately, when this happens, 
more often than not costs relating to 
this will have already been incurred. 

If this happens, most solicitors will 
charge a reasonable proportion of 
their fee relating to the amount of 
work they have undertaken, plus any 
expenses or disbursements that have 
been incurred at that time. 

I can only speak for Fosters Law, 
but we would certainly look to do 
this. Therefore the cost to you is 
dependent on what stage the 
transaction had reached. 

Alternatively, we also offer a Fair 
Deal Conveyancing scheme, where 
we are able to guarantee that, if your 
sale doesn't proceed for reasons 
outside your control, you won't face 
the expense of our fees for dealing 
with your abortive transaction - you 
will only have to pay for the 
disbursements we have paid out on 
your behalf, such as search fees. 

This way you can minimise the 


costs associated with the risk. 

It is always best to clarify with your 
solicitor at the outset what their 
policy is on abortive transactions. 

This information should also be 
included in their terms and 
conditions, remembering to pay 
attention to the division and 
payment of fees and disbursements. 

What do we have to pay as deposit? 
DISCUSSION of deposits can cause 
confusion, as during a conveyancing 
transaction there are effectively two 
types of'deposit' that people refer to. 

More commonly, when people 
refer to the deposit they are using to 
buy a house, they are referring to the 
sum that is the difference between 
the amount being borrowed from 
their mortgage-lender and the actual 
purchase price of the property. 

However, when a solicitor refers to 
the deposit, they mean something 
very specific, namely the sum the 
buyer pays as a down payment on 
the property when contracts are 
exchanged. The balance of the 
purchase price for the property is 
then paid on the completion date. 

In theory the deposit should be 
10 per cent of the purchase price; 
however, the amount actually paid 
will depend on the transaction type 


and the amount that is being 
borrowed: for example, with a 95 
per cent mortgage it is sometimes 
possible to pay only a 5 per cent 
deposit at exchange of contracts. 

The actual amount payable will be 
negotiated by your solicitor. 

Also, in chains of transactions, the 
deposit tends to be passed up the 
chain, so effectively the buyer at the 
very bottom of the chain physically 
pays a deposit based on his or her 
purchase price, and then this money 
is used as a deposit by all other 
parties in the chain. 

If you are purchasing a property, 
your solicitor will request the deposit 
when they send all the contract 
paperwork to you for signing. 

When both parties have signed 
and 'exchanged' their respective 
contracts, your solicitor will pass the 
deposit over to the seller's solicitor. 

They then keep the deposit until 
the completion date and this is then 
offset against the purchase price. You 
can pay your deposit by cheque, 
electronic bank transfer or bank draft. 

However, you should note that if 
you pay by cheque or even bank 
draft, your solicitor will have to wait 
for your money to clear through the 
bank account, delaying the exchange 
by up to five working days. 


Edward Foster is 

senior partner at 
FostersLaw. 

If you have a question 
relating to this or any 
other matter, simply 
'Ask Ed' byemailing 
him atasked@ 
fosters-law.co.uk 

67 High Street 
Herne Bay 
CT6 5LQ 

Tel: 01227 283634 
Web: fosters-law.co.uk 

fosterslaw “ 
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Hyundai ilO 

Price: from £8,345 

Driving appeal: Yet to be tested 
Image: ★★★★ 

Space: ★★★★★ 

Value: ★★★★★ 

Running costs: ★★★★★ 

How green?: ★★★★★ 

Best rival: Skoda Citigo 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 


Kent Life 




LITTLE GEM: Hyundai 
claims to have adapted its 
revamped ilO even more to 
British and European tastes 


By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


lit? 


rw 


*/ 


rw 


it For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 


THEY must believe in ‘small is 
beautiful’ at Hyundai UK because the 
marque’s ilO city car has been and 
will be a pivotal model for the 
company. 

In 2008, riding the chill wind of 
recession, there arrived a five-door 
‘does what it says on the tin’ baby car 
perfectly suited to a new era of 
sobriety and more sensible spending. 

We welcome a radically different 
and more grown-up second- 
generation ilO at the end of January 
- a car more attuned to Britain’s 
growing optimism yet still with the 
value and economic efficiency of its 
predecessor. 

The original’s timing was more 
perfect than anyone could have 
foreseen in the company’s Korean 
homeland because the UK had also 
embarked on a controversial 
scrappage scheme offering a £2,000 
grant - half from the Government/ 
half from manufacturers - to anyone 
trading in their 10-year-old gas- 
guzzler for a new motor. 

The economical yet spacious ilO 
was literally right on the money 
and backed by Hyundai’s five-year/ 
unlimited-mileage warranty - no 
wonder the UK took a third of all 
European ilO sales. 

Helped by scrappage deals on other 


Other view... 

the Petrolhead 

It's still a Noddy car, 
albeit a slightly better¬ 
looking one, so I suppose 
that does offer some 
hope of a sporting 
version. 

the Woman Driver 

People are still snobbish 
about the Hyundai name 
and badge, but I can see 
why the brand has 
thrived in tough times. 

the Eco-warrior 

For people with a brain 
and public spirit, this is a 
winner: good-looking, 
affordable and 
cheap to run. 
Well done! 


baby due 


impressive new-generation Hyundai 
‘i’ models, the brand suddenly 
became a major UK player and was 
able to overhaul and expand its 
dealer network - there could be no 
going back. 

And there won’t be with this 
new ilO. It’s more in keeping with 
Hyundai’s new assurance, which 
has taken over from the ‘budget 
brand’ label, and it’s still affordable 
(from £8,345). 

The old ilO’s Noddy car-styling has 
also given way to a more sophisticated 
profile that is a credit to the design 
team; fitting a stylish car body 
around four to five people plus engine 
and boot gets harder as the car gets 
smaller and, necessarily, taller. 

Hyundai claims to have adapted 
the new car even more to British 
and European tastes - the original 
car belied its awkward looks by being 
good fun to drive. Ride and handling 
have been further tweaked and 
tuned during an arduous European 
testing programme including the 
Arctic wastes of Sweden and the 
summer heat of southern Europe. 

Built on an all-new platform, it 
has a longer wheelbase than before, 
highlighted by class-leading legroom 
and a relatively huge cabin, yet it is 
also lower in profile - qualities 


adding further to the car’s on-road 
ride and handling. 

Two petrol engines will be offered: 
one is a 66PS (65bhp) 1.0-litre three- 
cylinder with better low-end output 
than the previous car and offering a 
modest 0-62mph in 14.9 seconds. 

However, Hyundai expects 60 per 
cent of buyers to opt for the livelier 
87PS (86bhp) 1.2-litre four-cylinder 
unit (from £9,795), allowing 
0-62mph in 12.3 seconds. 

Hyundai says it has worked 
particularly hard on the ilO’s 
refinement or NVH (noise, vibration 
and harshness) - always more 
challenging in smaller cars - so 29.2 
per cent of the body structure is 
high-tensile steel, against just 9 per 
cent in the previous model. 

There has also been detailed 
sound-deadening work such as large 
hydraulic engine mountings and a 
triple-layer sound-deadening 
dashboard bulkhead, the sort of 
measures found in larger and more 
upmarket cars and likely to be absent 
from sector rivals. 

Hyundai also claims best-in-class 
luggage capacity for an A-segment or 
city car - luggage capacity is also up 
10 per cent to 252 litres with the 
seats up, compared with the first- 
generation car. 
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The New 
Dacia Range 
from £5,995* 

You do the maths 


Best wHiBrcifllr? 



Dacia Sandero = from £5,995* 



Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £7,995* 




Dacia Logan MCV = from £6,995* 


Dacia Duster = from £8,995* 


DACIA \_ 

MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

BIRCHOLT ROAD, PARKWOOD 
MAIDSTONE ME15 9XY 
TEL 0844 822 7112 


Logan MCV shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 From £8,995. 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

WESTMINSTER ROAD HILTON ROAD 

CANTERBURY CT11YY ASHFORD TN23 1EW 

TEL 0844 822 7100 TEL 0844 822 7094 WWW.MOTORLINE.CO.UK/DACIA 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the Dacia range are: Urban 27.2 (10.4)-65.7 (4.3); Extra Urban 40.3 (7)-80.7 (3.5); Combined 35.3 (8)-74.3 (3.8). The official C0 2 emissions for the 
range are 185-99g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. Fuel consumption and C0 2 may vary according to driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

*Prices shown include delivery to dealer, number plates, 20% VAT, 12-month Government road Fund licence and £55 First registration Fee. Prices shown are Manufacturer's Recommended Retail Prices, which apply to new Dacia vehicles when ordered by 31 December 2013. Metallic paint 
available at an additional £495. 



HYUnDHI 


nEW 

THinKIDG. 

nEW 

POSSIBILITIES. 




Call today to 
arrange a test drive and be the 
first to experience the new Hyundai ilO! 


MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood, 
Maidstone, Kent ME15 9YN 

Tel: 0843 658 2650 


Motorline Hyundai 

Official fuel consumption figures in mpg(l/100km) for the New Generation Hyundai ilO Range are: Urban 35.3 (8.0) - 55.4 (5.1), Extra-urban 55.4 (5.1) - 76.3 (3.7), 


CANTERBURY 

Units 2b & 2c, Westminster Road, 
Canterbury, KentCTI 1YY 

Tel: 0843 658 2663 


Its on 
it's way! 


NEW GENERATION 


HYUNDAI 

ilO 


arrives in 

am iar\/ 90121 


www.motorlinehyundai-maidstone.co.uk 


Combined 45.6 (6.2) - 65.7 (4.3). Official emission figures range from 142-98/km 


www.motorlinehyundai-canterbury.co.uk 
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THE REAL DEAL: Renault-owned Dacia has brought us the Sandero, above, the pricing of which starts at just £5,995. The Stepway, below, offers a higher spec. 


Britain's cheapest 
car... enough said 



Is the price right 
for Dacia’s bargain- 
basement Sandero 
supermini? You’ll 
need to do your 
sums to strike the 
right deal, writes 
Steve Loader 

BUDGET-BRAND Dacia finally 
arrived in the UK this year. 

I say finally, because this Renault- 
owned Romanian marque has been 
such a success across Europe that 
demand for left-hand-drive units is 
said to have swamped production 
capacity. 

But when the cars did come, we 
could see what all the fuss was 
about, because the cheapest Dacia 
(pronounced da-chi-ah ) was pegged 
at £5,995, making it Britain’s 
cheapest by a long way. 

You do get what you pay for, 
though. 

The model is Dacia’s Sandero 
supermini, said to be based on the 
late-1990s Renault Clio, with styling 
to match. 

The Access-entry model has no 
radio, comes only in white, and you 
get basic steel wheels and black 
bumpers and a sluggish 1.2-litre 
petrol engine - 0-62mph in 14.5 
seconds with the sails up. 

That said, it has five doors, all the 
safety kit expected - though the Euro 
NCAP safety rating was just three 
stars out of five for an adult occupant 
and four for a child - and the glassy 
cabin and boot are capacious. 

Ride quality and handling is also 
balanced to suit buyers who want an 
A to B motor at the best possible 
price, so it’s comfortable but leans a 
bit on the bends. 

Nevertheless, this is cheap but 
not particularly cheerful motoring 
unless your heart is completely ruled 
by head and wallet. 

As ever in the motoring world, 
though, a tempting base price gets 
people across the showroom 
threshold and into higher-spec yet 
still modestly-priced versions. 

Starting at £800 more, mid-range 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Ambiance trim delivers what we 
now expect such as radio/CD-player, 
remote central locking, electric front 
windows, body-coloured bumpers 
and wheel trims, plus bonuses such 
as remote controls for the sound 
system, USB and AUX inputs and 
Bluetooth. 

The interior also looks less basic, 
though most materials in the 
Sandero are durable rather than 
luxurious. 

The best-selling Stepway trim, 
though, is the flagship Laureate line 
(from £7,995) equipped with air-con, 
cruise-control and electric windows 
all round, though you pay extra for 
alloys. 

This is where it all become curious, 
however, because Dacia’s hitherto 
untouchable pricing then starts 
running into more modern and 
notable city-car and supermini 
competition, not to mention 


higher-quality second-hand 
examples - some with long and 
gold-plated warranties. 

Look more closely and you can see 
why the Sandero has thrived, aside 
from blinding some buyers with that 
sub-£6,000 headline-grabbing entry 
price. 

The reason is the Renault 
powertrains. Ignoring the 75bhpl.2 
engine that also belongs in the 
1990s Clio era, the car is available 
with Renault’s 90bhp three-cylinder 
0.9-litre TCe petrol turbo (from 
£7,595) and the marque’s tried and 
trusted 1.5dCi turbodiesel, also with 
90bhp. 

The little petrol turbo is nippy and 
a fun drive, if raucous and whiney. 

Driven with some decorum - if you 
can resist your urges - an average of 
50mpg should be normal, too. 

But the best buy is the diesel, 
priced from £8,595 and £9,795 in 
KWE 


Dacia Sandero 
Laureate 1.5DCI 

Price: £9,795 

Driving appeal: 

★★★ 

Image: 

★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★★ 

Road tax: 

zero 

Best rival: 

Skoda Citigo 

Kent dealers 

Motorline: 

Ashford 

0844 8227096 

Canterbury 

0844 8227104 

Maidstone 

01622 776477 

Lifestyle: 

Tun Wells 

01892 539466 


Laureate trim - another headliner as 
it limbos beneath the psychologically 
important £10,000 mark. 

Diesels in small cars are normally 
a pet hate, but this unit’s weight 
curbs the Sandero’s slightly bouncy 
suspension, delivers a good balance 
of power and economy - with a 
combined 74.3mpg on the combined 
cycle - while low C02 emissions 
make it exempt from road tax and 
congestion charge. 

You might also let your heart have 
a little sway here by losing the 
road-tax advantage and opting for 
the Sandero’s off-roader lookalike 
Stepway spin-off (from £7,995). 

There’s no 4x4 beneath that funky 
chunky styling... but lots of fun for 
your money. 


FirstGEAR 


Motoring news 



Turning Japanese 

SELLING coals to Newcastle comes 
to mind with news that the VW Golf 
has become the first imported 
car to win Japan’s Car Of The Year 
award. 

It scored 504 out of a possible 600 
points, a record for an import. 

The German star was praised for 
high levels of ride comfort and 
driving pleasure, excellent safety 
standards, clean design, high quality 
and advanced and frugal turbo¬ 
charged petrol engines. 



A fast new course 


VOLVO’S tuning arm, Polestar, has 
operated under the radar as far as 
many consumers are concerned, 
but a scorching new limited-edition 
V60 Polestar will surely change that. 

This stylish fast estate features a 
throaty 350bhp six-cylinder turbo¬ 
charged T6 petrol engine mated 
with a six-speed auto gearbox 
with racing-style paddleshifts, plus 
all-wheel-drive and capability of 
0-62mph in 4.9 seconds. 

It arrives next June - prices are to 
be confirmed. 



Mazda's market in 

MAZDA says it is ‘rebooting’ its UK 
market position on the back of a 10 
per cent sales lift ahead of forecast 
and a wave of new products. 

Dartford-based Mazda UK says 
the revival follows recent launches 
of the Mazda CX-5 and latest 
Mazda6 and the imminent arrival 
of the third-generation Mazda3 - all 
with the Japanese marque’s 
performance- and economy¬ 
enhancing Skyactiv technology - 
plus the promise of more to come. 
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DIG MOTORING WDfT 


TVIO 




CHRISTMAS HAS COME EARLY ^ 

AT CANTERBURY 

mmsm. A BIG MOTORING WORLD! 

v * *FREE FLATSCREEN LED 
40” TV WITH EVERY 

y||i VEHICLE PURCHASED >H" 

ON RECEIPT OF THIS AD W 

VALID FROM 7th-15th DECEMBER JVf 

Proud to be winners at this week’s 
Blackhorse Car Dealer Awards - l 

Best Used Car Website 2013 

Highly Commended Best New Used Car fin 
Dealership 2013!” 

Kent’s largest used BMW and Mercedes prestige dealer with over 1250 cars in group stock 
TAILOR-MADE FINANCE PACKAGES AVAILABLE, CALL FOR A QUOTE 


Sturry Road, Canterbury CT11DS' Tel 01227 479338 


www.bigmotoringworld.co.uk 

*subject to purchase at full retail price 



7 SEATER 1 .6 Proton 



COMING 

DECEMBER 

5 years warranty 
5 years Roadside assistance 
5 years servicing 
3 years road tax 


EXPRESS GARAGE (HERNE BAY) LTD, 227 SEA STREET, HERNE BAY, KENT CT6 8LF 
t: 01227 364077 e: roger@expressgarage.co.uk w: www.expressgarage.co.uk 
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Kent on Sunday 


jobs 24.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPH0NE:01303 817056 

EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



Public Sector 


TO ADVERTISE: 

EMAIL: sallie.payne@archant.co.uk 


Win a Car Dash Cam! 


Plus one of 10 Autoglym Winter Care Kits 



Drive24 has teamed up with Wilcodirect.co.uk to bring 
you the perfect winter car gift. We have a Mio 
MiVue 338 Dash Cam and 10 Autoglym 
Winter Care Kits to give away to our London 
and Kent readers! 

First prize: 

- Mio MiVue 338 Dash Cam with 8GB Micro SD 
memory card, worth over £100 

- Autoglym Winter Care Kit including fc'Tj 
500ml Screen Wash, 500ml De-icer, 

Premium Ice Scraper and Interior 
Microfibre Cloth, RRP £14.99 

- £10 gift voucher to use at 
Wilcodirect.co.uk 


Runner-up prizes: 

- 10 runners-up will receive an 

Autoglym Winter Care Kit and a 
£10 Wilco Direct voucher 

v— .. c 

How to enter: 

Visit www.drive24.co.uk and tell 

us how many used cars are for sale 
on the site. Submit your answer, 
along with your name and address, 
through our entry form found at http://blog.drive24.co.uk 

The competition closes on December 8th 2013. 

For full terms and conditions go to http://blog.drive24.co.uk 


drive24.co.uk 



Fill your job 
vacancies 


fast 




To advertise in 
this section call: 

7040 
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jobs24muk 
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Sir Joseph Williamson’s Mathematical School 

Maidstone Road 

Rochester, Kent ME1 3EL 

Tel: 01634 844008 

Email: office@sjwms.co.uk 

Website: www.sirjosephwilliamson.medway.sch.uk 


An 11-18 Boys’ Grammar School of 1200 students including 
350 in the co-educational Sixth Form 
A member of The Williamson Trust 


‘OUTSTANDING’ Ofsted November 2008 - “a buzz of excitement pervades the school” 

Two Part-time Associate Staff Required 


Cover Supervisor 
NJC Grade D2 
£15,039 - £19,126 pro rata 

We require a full time Cover Supervisor for 37 hours per week, 
term time only to start in January 2014. Salary will be NJC D2 
point 12. The role is for one term only in the first instance from 
6th January 2014 until 14th February 2014. 

The school will use the cover supervisor to enhance our 
pastoral structure and allow teachers to be at the forefront of 
learning. 

• Do you relate well to young people? 

• Could you support students at times when they meet 
barriers to their learning? 

• Would you be able to liaise with parents, teachers and other 
professionals in support of individuals? 

• Would you be interested in developing your skills with 
classes of young people? 


Learning Support Assistant 
NJC Grade 2 
Part time 

20 hours per week 
£15,039 - £19,126 pro rata 

We require a Part-time Learning Support 
Assistant from January 2014 to cover 
maternity leave for 20 hours per week, 5 
days a week. The successful candidate 
will work closely with the SENCO at this 
‘Outstanding’ grammar school. 

You will be a motivated, conscientious and 
a reliable person able to work effectively as 
a member of a team as well as individually. 
Experience in a similar role would be an 
advantage. 


OFSTED awarded the school an outstanding grade in every category in our most recent inspection, 
commenting that “students thrive within its distinctive ethos, enabling them to succeed academically and to 
develop into confident, well-rounded individuals who are prepared extremely well for their future lives.” 
The School was designated one of the first 100 National Teaching Schools and is a National Support School. 
If you are interested in working with bright, talented pupils, then please contact the P A to the Headteacher 
Mrs Jacqueline Harrison, harrisonj@sjwms.co.uk 01634 844008 or visit our website www.sirjosephwilliamson. 

medway.sch.uk where further details and an application form can be downloaded. 

The Williamson Trust currently consists of Sir Joseph Williamson’s Mathematical School, the Hundred of Hoo 
Academy, High Halstow Primary Academy, Elaine Primary Academy, All Hallows Primary Academy and finally 
St James Primary as a co-sponsored academy all providing exceptional career development opportunities. 
We are committed to the safeguarding and wellbeing of children and any offer of employment will be subject 
to a satisfactory Disclosure and Barring Service check. 

Closing date for applications - 9th December 2013 
Interviews will be taking place on 11th December 2013 

Aspire - Achieve - Excel 
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Get your CV in front of 
local employers 


Upload it to jobs co.uk today 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Media Sales Executive 

Ashford Office based 
Competitive Salary, 
plus bonus potential 



To find out more : 
www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 


or email : 

employment@archant.co.uk 


ARCHANT 


, inspiring 
Communities 


linvicta 

1 www.Ehflirwiuagratjp.M.ufc 

Experienced Quantity Surveyor; 
Ceilings, Drylining 

The Invicta Group 
(www.theinvictagroup.co.uk) are 
looking for an experienced quantity 
surveyor to join their Ceilings, 
Drylining and Partitions division. 

The role will encompass running 
Ceilings, Dry Lining and Partitions 
projects ranging from £10,000 to 
£750,000 in value in the London and 
Kent areas (projects already secured). 
Previous experience in estimating and 
contracts management an advantage. 
Package to be negotiated in line with 
experience. Company car included 
- full and current UK driving license 
essential. 

Please send your CV and a brief cover 
letter to 

careers@theinvictagroup.co.uk 


Career opportunities at MidKent College 


MidKent College are currently looking for people to join our busy 
Creative & Visual Arts department at our Medway Campus. 

We currently have vacancies within the following area: 


Vocational Skills Tutor 

Part Time only (0.5) 


Salary: £28,263 

pro rata, depending on qualifications and experience 
location: Medway Campas 


Closing: 04/12/2013 


Ref Number: P091 


An experienced teacher is required to teach Level 1 students with 
a range of learning needs and abilities within a thriving area of 
the curriculum. You will be required to teach personal and social 
development as part of a team within a creative arts curriculum. 
The ideal candidate will have experience of working within FE 
education, has good knowledge of working with learners at level 
1 and is passionate about re engaging learners within education. 
Experience of employment within the creative arts subject sector 
would be beneficial 


To apply for this position please contact 
job.applications@midkent.ac.uk for an application pack. 

The College is committed to safeguarding young people and 
vulnerable adults therefore any offer of employment will be subject 
to a DBS check. 

& _j&)_ {.&/ o */" 
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I " Link Education 

Are currently recruiting 
TEACHERS 
rrltncry Teadiere 

mjmml - day to day & \trn% Iv rrn poaU 
ALL LONDON BOROUGHS 

Call unil npOAk C.a- 0 -Ttt Ciftpur iSiM.Ijl‘iLL -1 

CciuifilEanift 

01689 878565 

^' www. ] Luk-educa lion .co.uk 


Assistant Cook 

£6.70 per hour 34 hours a week 


"’age 


We have an exciting opportunity for a talented 
and enthusiastic Assistant Cook. 

The position held will be part of a team working alongside our 
Head Cook to ensure our kitchen and hot meal delivery services 
run efficiently. The position also requires the post holder to 
possess good communication skills. 

For an information Pack or further information please 
contact Dr Neil Brown Age UK Canterbury, Castle Row, 
Canterbury CT1 2QY 

Tel: 01227 462368 email: neil.ageukcanterbury@gmail.com 
Closing date for applications Monday 16th December 2013 


Career oppcxtunittes at MidKent College 

MidKent College are currently looking for people to 
join our busy Creative & Visual Arts department at our 
Medway Campus. We currently have a vacancy within 
the following area: 


Lecturer in Singing 

- Part Time 

Anticipated Starting Salary -£25,855 (Pro Rata) 
depending on qualifications and experience 

Medway Campus 

Closing: 17/12/2013 _ 


An enthusiastic, part time singing teacher is required 
to work in a dynamic and thriving department. 
Responsibilities include curriculum delivery of vocal/ 
singing technique across a range of styles but 
particularly in relation to musical theatre performance. 
Working as a course tutor in a college with state-of- 
the-art resources, the successful candidate will work 
collaboratively with other lecturers on a wide range of 
performing arts projects. The candidate should have an 
industry background, a specialist degree and a teaching 
qualification. The ability to work as a musical director for 
productions is desirable. 

Interviews will take place the week beginning 
13 January. 2014 


To apply for this position please contact 
job.applications@midkent.ac.uk for an application pack. 
The College is committed to safeguarding young people 
and vulnerable adults therefore any offer of employment 
will be subject to a DBS check. 
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Job Vacancies 



Dover Leisure Centre 
Lifeguards anti Facilities Assistants - FT 

Up to £6.73 per hour/£13,648 per annum 

Reportable to: Centre Manager/Team Leaders 


• National Pool Lifeguard Qualification 
desirable though not essential, as full 
training will be given. 

• Can obtain NPLQ (National Pool Lifeguard 
Certificate) on our 6th-1 Oth January course. 

• Have the ability and attitude to learn 
multiple functions within the organisation. 

• Have the desire to deliver excellent 
customer service. 

• Will comply with the Companies Health and 
Safety policies. 

• Successful candidates will be subject to a 
full DBS check. 


Closing date for all posts 16th December 2013 


For full details including pay rates 
and an application form please 
visit our website 
www.yourleisure.uk.com 
or call Head Office on 01843 868302. 

Alternatively you can collect an application 
form from Dover or Tides Leisure Centres. 


BE PART OF YOUR COMMUNITY 

Advertise here Call 01303 817056 www.kentnews.co.uk 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (ENGLAND) ORDER 2010. 

NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 13(3) AND 13(4) OF APPLICATION 
FOR PLANNING PERMISSION ACCOMPANIED BY AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT. 

Proposed development at LAND NORTH OF THE FINCHES 
CARAVAN & MAIDSTONE, CHARTWAY STREET, EAST SUTTON, 
MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 3DU 

I give notice that Mr R Schroeder 

has applied to the MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL for 

Change of use of land to a site for 20 log cabins to be used 
for holiday lettings with hardstanding and associated works 
(resubmission of MA/12/1361). 

And that the application is accompanied by an environmental 
statement and is a major development as defined in Article 2 (1) 
of the Town and Country Planning (Development Management 
Procedure) Order 2010. 

Application Reference MA/13/1783. 

Members of the public may inspect copies of the application 
and environmental statement on the Council’s website via www. 
maidstone.gov.uk or at our Reception at the address below 
during office hours (Monday to Friday 8.30am - 5.30pm, Saturday 
9.00am -1.00pm) excluding Bank Holidays. 

Members of the public may obtain copies of the environmental 
statement from the offices of the Lee Evans Partnership, St 
John’s Lane, Canterbury, Kent, CT1 2QQ (01227 784444) so long 
as stocks last, at a charge of £15 for a paper copy and free of 
charge for a CD copy. 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about this 
application should do so via the link on the Council’s website 
www.maidstone.gov.uk or write to the Council, quoting reference 
MA/13/1783, at:- 
Maidstone House, King Street, 

Maidstone, Kent. ME15 6JQ 
by 26th December 2013 



WELCOME TO 
THE ALL-NEW 

jobs 24 .co.uk 

more features 



Discover it today. 
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PLANNING 


THE MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Town and Country Planning Act 
Notice of Applications 

MA/13/1607/S - FORSTAL FARM, STOCKETT LANE, COXHEATH, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 6HA - 
Change of use of land from agriculture (orchard and open grassland) to tourism use for camping and 
caravanning with associated utility block and office/store. Reason: 6 

MA/13/1687/N - VALLEY PARK COMMUNITY SCHOOL, HUNTSMAN LANE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 
5DT - An outline application with all matters reserved for future consideration for a new 12 court 
sports hall and ancillary accommodation. Reason: 6 

MA/13/1729/S - 53/53A, LONDON ROAD, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME16 8JH - Change of use of offices to 
house of multiple occupation (HMO). Reason: 1 

MA/13/1887/S - BELL HOTEL, HIGH STREET, STAPLEHURST, TONBRIDGE, KENT, TNI 2 OAY - Erection 
of 6No dwellings. Reason: 1,2 

MA/13/1889/N - OLIVERS ROW, THE STREET, BEARSTED, KENT, ME14 4EL - Single storey extension 
to dwelling and conversion and extension of garage to form annex. Reason: 2 
MA/13/1897/N - THE COCK HORSE INN, 39, THE STREET, DETLING, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 3JT - 
Listed Building Consent for new signage on public house, including three externally-illuminated signs 
and eight non-illuminated signs. Reason: 2,3 

MA/13/1903/N - THE BLUE HOUSE, CHARTWAY STREET, EAST SUTTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 
3DN - Replacement of windows and the erection of a rear extension and conservatory. Reason: 1 
MA/13/1909/S - THE BLUE HOUSE, CHARTWAY STREET, EAST SUTTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 
3DN - Application for listed building consent for the replacement of windows and the erection of a 
rear extension, conservatory and internal alterations. Reason: 3 

MA/13/1931/N - NEWNHAM COURT SHOPPING VILLAGE, BEARSTED ROAD, WEAVERING, KENT 
- Demolition of existing buildings and redevelopment of site to provide new retail development 
comprising food store (A1), general A1 retail units, A3 cafes/restaurants and A3 conversion of existing 
oasthouse with associated highway works, closing up of existing site access, formation of new 
access via New Cut Roundabout and Newnham Park spine road, associated earthworks, parking and 
landscaping. Reason: 6,8,9 

MA/13/1934/S - TUDOR BARN, FORSHAM LANE, CHART SUTTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 3EP - 
Erection of an extension to the south elevation. Reason: 1 

MA/13/1943/S - LAND REAR OF THE HARDWICKS AND ELIZABETH HOUSE, GRIGG LANE, HEADCORN, 
MAIDSTONE, KENT, TN27 9TD - Outline planning application for the erection of a children’s’ nursery 
school, 20 residential units (comprising 17 detached, semi-detached and terraced houses and 3 
bungalows) and provision of a children’s’ play area together with off-site highway improvements to 
the junction of Oak Lane and Wheeler Street (A274). Approval is sought for access, appearance, layout 
and scale with landscaping as a reserved matter. Reason: 6,7,9 

MA/13/1949/S - MIREMBE, CLAYGATE ROAD, YALDING, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME18 6BD - Removal of 
render and replace with weatherboarding to match the existing; Removal, of plywood shutters on two 
front first floor windows Erection of satellite dish to the rear. Reason: 3 
MA/13/1952/N - NEW BARN CONVERSION AT SOUTHERNDEN, SOUTHERNDEN ROAD, HEADCORN, 
ASHFORD, KENT,TN27 9LL - Single storey side extension and installation of 2 no: conservation style 
rooflights in existing roof. Reason: 1 

MA/13/1953/N - PROPOSED KENT CLINIC INSTITUTE, NEWNHAM PARK, BEARSTED ROAD, 
WEAVERING, KENT - Application for the removal of condition 2 of MA/09/0973 (Application for 
amendments to MA/07/0382 (Tertiary Medical Centre comprising a complex of eight buildings 
ranging from two to four storeys, car parking, landscaping, access road and associated highways 
improvements) being changes to building names, minor increase in building footprints, changes 
to building functional requirements, changes to approach and parking, changes to energy plant 
and oxygen plant, improvements to the environment and development of elevation materials). 
Condition 2 states: No development hereby permitted shall be occupied unless and until the 
completion and opening to traffic of a scheme of improvements generally shown on drawing no. 

HTT91271 A/1080.1/I A, (or such other scheme of works substantially to the same effect which has 
first been approved in writing by the Secretary of State for Transport (in consultation with the Local 
Highway Authority) and thereafter approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority). Reason: 6 
MA/13/1975/S - LAND SOUTH OF, WALLIS AVENUE, MAIDSTONE, KENT - Application for the variation 
of condition 8 (landscaping) of permission MA/12/1051 (Erection of 18 flats and 51 houses together 
with 225m 2 of community/commercial space) to substitute the approved landscape plans with 
amended planting showing tree species substitution. Reason: 6 

MA/13/1981/N - LEEDS CASTLE, ASHFORD ROAD, HOLLINGBOURNE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 1PL - 
A planning application for the extension of existing causeway rag stone wall. Reason: 1,7 
MA/13/1985/N - MILLSTREAM HOUSE, BOARLEY LANE, SANDLING, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 3DD - 
A planning application for the erection of a side and rear extension and infilling of front balcony with 
new dormer window along with a new front porch. Reason: 1 

MA/13/1986/N -THORNHAM FRIARS, PILGRIMS WAY, THURNHAM, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 3LN - 
Application seeking planning permission for change of use of former coach house to provide single 
dwelling with associated parking and amenity space. Reason: 1 

MA/13/1987/N - THORNHAM FRIARS, PILGRIMS WAY, THURNHAM, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 3LN - An 
application for listed building consent for conversion of existing building to provide a two bedroom 
dwelling. Reason: 3 
Reasons for advertisement key: 

1 - Applications affects the setting of a Listed Building. 

2 - Application affects the setting of a Conservation Area. 

3 - Application is for Listed Building Consent. 

6 - Application is Major Development. 

7 - Application affects a Public Right of Way. 

8 - Application is the subject of an Environmental Assessment. 

9 - Application does not accord with the Local Plan. 

Copies of applications listed may be seen at Maidstone Gateway, Maidstone during office hours 
(Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm, and Saturday 9am to 1 pm). Any representations should be 
made in writing to me by no later than 22nd December 2013, quoting the application number. 

Rob Jarman, Head of Development Management, Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, 

King Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ. Dated: 8th December 2013. 





Swale 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 


Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority has received 
the following applications which are being advertised to ascertain 
the views of persons living near the sites and other interested 
parties. The proposed developments relate to one or more of the 
following: 

1. The site of the application is within/affecting a designated 
Conservation Area (Section 73) of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

2. The proposed development may affect the Listed Building or 
it’s setting. 

3. The application is for a Major Development. 

4. The application would affect a right of way to which Part 
III of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 
applies. 

6. This application may be of wider public interest. 

REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 23 DECEMBER 2013 
SW/13/0914: 

Proposed menage for private use and associated fencing. - 
Whipstakes Farm, Stockbury Valley, BREDGAR; REASON 3 
SW/13/1363: 

Advertisement Consent for 1 non-illuminated fascia sign with 
built up letters. 1 replacement internally illuminated projecting 
sign panel - New Look Retailers Ltd, Unit 1, 90-102 High Street, 
SHEERNESS; REASON 1 
SW/13/1395: 

Application for variation of conditions 8 (inspection and 
maintenance regime), 14 (shadow flicker mitigation), and 25 
(health & safety inspections) of planning permission SW/11/1607. 

- Port of Sheerness, Isle of SHEPPEY; REASON 3 
SW/13/1398: 

115m 2 rear extension along with changes to car park, entrance/ 
exit and shopfront - Former Focus Store, 52 West Street, 
SITTINGBOURNE; REASONS 2 & 6 
SW/13/1404: 

Increase in height of east wing of property by 1.2m & insertion 
of 2 front and rear dormer windows to provide additional 
accommodation - Spinnaker Reach, Bounds Lane, BOUGHTON; 

REASON 1 
SW/13/1419: 

Proposed four bedroom detached house with associated parking 
(amendments to previously approved application SW/12/0867) 

- Land adjacent 157 Peregrine Drive, SITTINGBOURNE; 

REASON 4 
SW/13/1434: 

Demolition of rear conservatory and rear porch removal of 
dangerous chimney. First floor rear extension and internal works 
reinstatement of front door on front comer - 4 Napleton Road, 
FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 
SW/13/1441: 

Redevelopment of the Old Cold Store Site to provide 14 dwellings 

- The Old Cold Store, South Street, SELLING; REASON 3 
SW/13/1444: 

Proposed single storey rear extension, loft conversion and 
replacement brick boundary wall to the front boundary - 5 
Napleton Road, FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 
SW/13/1451: 

Change of use from shop (Use Class Al), and residential flats 
(Use Class C3) to public house (Use Class A4), extension, 
external seating area, new roof top plant, new shopfront and other 
associated works - 22-24 High Street, SHEERNESS; REASON 1 
SW/13/1455: 

Outline planning application for the residential development (of 
up to 500 houses) - Land at Harps Farm, Parcels D,E,F & G, 
Thistle Hill, MINSTER; REASONS 3 & 4 
SW/13/1458: 

Listed Building Consent to demolish an internal cupboard and 
pier at rear of the cupboard to open up the family room area - 5 
Ospringe Place, FAVERSHAM; REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/13/1462 & SW/13/1463: 

Retrospective consent for two 1,2m microwave dishes installed at 
a height of 40m on the existing 110m tower, associated cabling 
and the installation of a small equipment cabin at ground level - 
MOD Dunkirk, Courtenay Road, DUNKIRK; REASON 2 
Particulars of the proposal(s) can be obtained from Planning 
Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingbourne, where copies of the applications and all documents 
submitted with them may be inspected during office hours; any 
representations should be made in writing to this address. 

James Freeman 
Head of Planning 
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DOVER 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
LISTED BUILDING CONSENTS 
CONSERVATION AREA CONSENTS 


DOV/13/00986 Variation of condition 23 of planning permission DOV/98/00686 to 
allow the movement of delivery vehicles and/or unloading between 
the hours of 06.00 - 22.00 on Mondays to Saturdays and 08.00 to 
19.00 Sundays (Section 73 application) 

Aldi Foodstore, Cherry Tree Avenue, Dover, CT16 2NL MAJ 
DOV/13/00984 Erection of a single storey rear extension, installation of 
replacement windows and doors to rear 

5 Upper Strand Street, Sandwich, CT13 9EE LCN 

DOV/13/00985 Erection of a single storey rear extension, installation of replacement 
windows and doors to rear and associated internal alterations 
5 Upper Strand Street, Sandwich, CT13 9EE LCN 

DOV/13/01005 Erection of a two storey side extension 

1 Catherine Cottages, Alkham Valley Road, Alkham, Dover, 

CT15 7BX RSLC 


DOV/13/00990 Erection of a replacement clubhouse and creation of associated car 
parking 

Deal Town Football Club, Mill Road,(St Leonards Road), Deal, 
CT14 9AU MAJ 

DOV/13/00833 Conversion of former store building to form dining room and link to 
main building (Plot 1) as part of conversion 
Former Lagan Restaurant, 60 The Street, Ash, Sandwich, 

CT3 2EW LCN 


DOV/13/00834 Conversion of outbuilding to form a dining room and erection of a 
link to connect with 60 The Street, (Plot 1) 

Former Lagan Restaurant, 60 The Street, Ash, Sandwich, 

CT3 2EW LCN 


DOV/13/00852 Installation of double glazing within existing window frames and 
doors 

8 The Old Gymnasium, Halliday Drive, Walmer, Deal, 

CT14 7AX LCN 


DOV/13/00853 Installation of double glazing within existing window frames and 
doors 

8 The Old Gymnasium, Halliday Drive, Walmer, Deal, 

CT14 7AX LCN 


DOV/13/00965 Erection of a single storey rear extension and removal of chimney 

27 Union Road, Deal, CT14 6EA LCN 

DOV/13/00966 Erection of a single storey rear extension, removal of chimney and 
internal alterations 

27 Union Road, Deal, CT14 6EA LCN 

Reason for Advert Codes:- 

LCN - Listed Building in a Conservation Area MAJ - Major Development 
RSLC - Affects the setting of a Listed Building, a Conservation area and a public 
right of way 

Some applications are not publicised in this list. All applications may be 
inspected at the Council Offices, White Cliffs Business Park, Dover, to which 
address any representations (to include a postal address) should be sent within 21 
days marked “for the attention of Planning”. Applications may also be viewed, and 
comments on applications may be made on our website www.dover.gov.uk/planning 
or at Dover Gateway, 71 Castle Street, Dover, Deal Library or the Area Office, The 
Guildhall, Sandwich 

Failure to meet the above deadline may jeopardise the chances of 
representations being considered. Any representations received may be 
made available for inspection by the public, and may be copied to others, 
including the secretary of state and the applicant if there is an appeal against 
the council’s decision. Representations will not be acknowledged until an 
application has been determined. 

Please note that the Council does not accept any responsibility for any incomplete 
or inaccurate description of any application. 


Folkestone 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y13/0953/SH# - 25 High Street Lydd Romney Marsh Kent TN29 
9AH - Listed building consent for the insertion of a suspended 
ceiling , the lining of internal walls, the Infilling and enlargement 
of existing openings and creation of a new openingall to ground 
floor. 

Y13/1172/SH - 1 Albion Villas Folkestone Kent CT20 1RP - 
Crown reduction of a Beech tree situated within a conservation 
area. 

Y13/1186/SH - 23 Stade Street Hythe Kent CT21 6DA - Erection 
of a single storey rear extension. 

Any representations should be made in writing to the Head of 
Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to planning® 
shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in writing within 
21 days from the date of publication. It should be noted that 
any representations received will be made available for public 
inspection. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 
to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked 
as follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 
Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 
Applications can be viewed and comments made online at 
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning 
Shepway District Council 
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PLANNING 


PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 
& VILLAGE GREENS 


Planning applications 

CANTERBURY 
CITY COUNCIL 


Notice under Article 13 of the Town & Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2010 
Notice under Article 8 of the Town & Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 
Notice under Section 67 and/or Section 73 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Notice under Regulation 5 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990 

Notice under Regulation 5A of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2004 

The following applications have been submitted for consideration by the council: 

CA//13/02172/FUL: 19 Victoria Park, Herne Bay, CT6 5BJ Replacement of natural slate roof covering with interlocking reconstituted/artificial 
slates. Applicant: Mr K Davis Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/02181/FUL: 13 Arkley Road, Herne Bay, CT6 5SL Replacement of existing timber framed windows with new uPVC windows to front of 
dwelling. Applicant: Mr P Clarke Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/02204/FUL: Bulls Head, 9 The Street, Adisham, CT3 3JJ Demolition of existing public house and erection of five dwellings and parking 
Applicant: Mr K Stampe Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/02206/FUL: 48 Northgate, Canterbury, CT1 1BE Change of use to ale and cider house (Use Class A4). Applicant: Mr Robson 
Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//13/02208/FUL: 31 Norman Road, Canterbury, CT1 3LX Loft conversion with rear dormer and rooflights to front roofslope. 

Applicant: Dr R and Mrs L Jolliffe Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/02211/FUL: 2 Joy Lane, Whitstable, CT5 4LS Demolition of existing single-storey rear extensions and erection of two-storey rear 
extension and single-storey sun room. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Keam Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//13/02234/FUL: 1 Oast Cottages, Riverside, Chartham, CT4 7JS Construction of a two bay garage. Applicant: Mr Mitchell 
Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//13/02235/VAR: Bridge Methodist Church, Patrixbourne Road, Bridge, CT4 5BP Proposed changes relating to condition 02 including 
changes to materials of existing building, specifically roof and walls and the addition of architectural details which will affect the appearance of 
the original building including a porch and bellcote. Change of position of type of window detailing that has been proposed for the extension. 
Applicant: MrW Howe Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/02247/TPO: Chaucer Court, New Dover Road, Canterbury Works to fell Yew tree subject of TPO No 3, 1970. Applicant: Leisure 
Grounds Maintenance Ltd Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/02253/ADV: 8 St George’s Street, Canterbury, CT1 2SR Internally-illuminated hanging and fascia sign. Applicant: Warren James Ltd 

Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/02254/FUL: 8 St George’s Street, Canterbury, CT1 2SR Alterations to shopfront including addition of roller shutter. 

Applicant: Warren James Ltd Reason: Conservation area. 

Any representations should be submitted via public access on the planning pages of the website www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc to arrive on or before 

Monday 6 January 2014. 

The weekly list of applications can be viewed on our website at www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc 

Ian Brown, Head of Planning and Regeneration 
Friday 6 December 2013 



NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
PLANNING PERMISSION 
NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 13 OF THE TOWN AND 
COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 (AS AMENDED) 
KCC/SW/ 0346/2013 - Proposed development at 
Unit 15 B, Ridham Dock Industrial Estate, Ridham 
Dock Road, Ridham, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME 9 8 SR 
SITA UK Ltd is applying to Kent County Council for 
planning permission forthe variation of condition 9 of 
planning permission SW/11/548 (use of building 15B 
to install and operate materials recycling facility (MRF) 
and a refuse derived fuel (RDF) facility and to use 
existing weighbridge, weighbridge office, site office 
and washroom/toilets to the south of building 15a) to 
allow an increase of HGV movements from 58 to 98 (49 
in and 49 out) for a temporary period of 12 months. 
You may view the application at Swale Borough 
Council, Swale House, East Street, Sittingbourne, 
Kent. ME10 3HT 

Alternatively, details of all applications can be viewed 
on Kent County Council’s website at www.kent.gov. 
uk/viewapplications or at our offices in Maidstone at 
the address below during all reasonable office hours. 

We accept comments online via our website, by email 
to planning.applications@kent.gov.uk or in writing 
to Planning Applications Group, Kent County Council, 
First Floor, Invicta House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent 
ME14 1XX within 21 days from the date of this notice. 
Please quote the application reference number and 
note that comments may be drawn to the attention of 
Council Members, the applicant and other interested 
persons and may include publishing on the Borough 
Council website. 


Sharon Thompson 
Head of Planning 
Applications Group 
Kent County Council 
Dated: 8 December 2013 
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Town and Country Planning Acts 

The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 

13/03466/FULL Burrs Hill Farm Horsmonden Road, Brenchley 

- Minor material amendment - Replacement agricultural storage building incorporating controlled 
atmosphere fruit stores - vary drawing no. ENQ/1153/02A to show clear perspex corrugated roof 
lights on the north roof elevation and the size of the roller shutter door enlarged to allow HGVs 
to reverse into the building. Variation of wording of condition 13 - to all movements of heavy 
goods vehicles associated with the use of the cold stores in the building hereby permitted shall 
be restricted to 7am to 7pm on Mondays to Saturdays and 8am to 4pm on Sundays and bank 
holidays (TW/13/00215 refers) (MAJOR) 

13/03428/LBC 35 Mount Ephraim Royal Tunbridge Wells, Culverden 

- Listed Building Consent: Creation of a toilet at ground floor level (LB) 

13/03489/HOUSE Great Owl Castlemaine Oast, Horsmonden 

- Outbuilding for use as gym/pool (LB) 

13/03396/FULL Little Scotney Farm Land And Buildings Hastings Road, Lamberhurst 

- Retrospective - Change of use of farm buildings to equestrian use (LB) 

13/03508/LBC 3 Berkeley Place Berkeley Road, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Listed Building Consent: Change of use to form two dwellings within the existing envelope by 
the enlargement on two floors above of the self contained flat at lower ground floor level (LB) 
13/03517/HOUSE Croft House 5A Frant Road, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Two-storey side extension (CA) 

13/03521/FULL 3 Berkeley Place Berkeley Road, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Change of use to form two dwellings within the existing envelope by the enlargement on 
two floors above of the self contained flat at lower ground floor level (LB) (CA) 

13/03356/HOUSE 12 Princes Street Royal Tunbridge Wells, Park 

- Loft conversion with dormer at rear and velux windows at front (CA) 

13/03390/HOUSE Creggans 2 Dunorlan Park, Park 

- Double garage (CA) 

13/03519/HOUSE Little Woodlands Pembury Road, Park 

- Single-storey front extension and creation of new parking area (CA) 

13/03479/HOUSE South View Queen Street, Sandhurst 

- Retrospective - Ancillary building to be used as secure storage and studio/workshop (CA) (LB) 
13/03531/FULL Salomons Centre David Salomons Estate, Southborough Town Council 

- Erection of hotel building in the Walled Garden, including demolition of two existing buildings 
and creation of new car park (LB) (MAJOR) 

13/03534/LBC Salomons Centre David Salomons Estate, Southborough Town Council 

- Listed Building Consent - Erection of hotel building in the Walled Garden, including demolition of 
two existing buildings and creation of new car park (LB) 

13/03019/LBC Broomlands Broom Lane, Speldhurst 

- .Listed Building Consent - Damp remedial repairs in laundry room including taking up an area of 
ground floor and forming a new concrete floor (LB) 

(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of way (CA) 
Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) Major Applications (MAST) 
Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA Statement. 

You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire 
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. We accept 
comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing to the 
address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice, although 
we may accept them after this date. 

You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for inspection, 
placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish signatures, 
telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet. 

James Freeman 

Head of Planning Services, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells TNI 1RS 

Dated: 7 December 2013 
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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY - IN THE 
DISTRICT OF DOVER 


NOTICE OF MODIFICATION ORDER 
WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 
DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT 
FOR THE COUNTY OF KENT 
THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(RESTRICTED BYWAY EE485 AT STOURMOUTH) 
DEFINITIVE MAP MODIFICATION ORDER NO. 2, 2013 
The above Order was made on 11th November 2013 
under section 53 of the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 and supersedes the Kent County Council 
(Restricted Byway EE485 at Stourmouth) Definitive 
Map Modification Order 2013. If confirmed, it will 
modify the Definitive Map and Statement forthe 
area by adding a Restricted Byway (and upgrading 
the affected sections of Public Footpaths EE133 and 
EE129 to Restricted Byway status) which commences 
at the northernmost end of Church Lane at West 
Stourmouth (NGR TR 2562 6308) and runs in a north¬ 
easterly through south-easterly direction for 1.25km 
to a junction with Plucks Gutter at East Stourmouth 
(NGRTR 2662 6301). The route has a width of 4 
metres forthe first 130 metres of its length from 
Church Lane at West Stourmouth, then a width of 3 
metres for the next 530 metres, followed by a width of 
2 metres forthe next 150 metres and finally a width of 
2.6 metres forthe final 460 metres to its junction with 
Plucks Gutter at Heronsgate Farm. All distances are 
approximate, all directions are general. 

A copy of the Order and Map may be seen free of 
charge during normal office hours at the offices of 
Dover District Council, Council Offices, White Cliffs 
Business Park, Dover, Kent Cti6 3PG or at the Kent 
County Council, Countryside Access Service, Invicta 
House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME141XX. 

Copies of the Order and Map may also be purchased 
there at the price offs. 

Any representation about or objection to the Order 
must be sent or delivered in writing to Ms. Melanie 
McNeir at the Kent County Council (address as below) 
no later than Wednesday 22 nd January 2014 . Please 
state the grounds on which they are made. 

Please note that objections/representations 
cannot be treated as confidential and may come 
into the public domain. Copies of any objections 
or representations received may be disclosed 
to interested parties, including the Planning 
Inspectorate where the case is referred to it for 
determination. 

If no such representations or objections are duly 
made to the Order (or to any part of it), or if any 
so made are withdrawn, the Kent County Council, 
instead of submitting the Order to the Secretary of 
State (or part of it if the Authority has by Notice to 
the Secretary of State so elected under paragraph 
5 of schedule 15 to the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981) may itself confirm the Order (or that part of 
the Order). If the Order is sent to the Secretary of 
State forthe Environment (in whole or in part), any 
representations or objections which have been duly 
made and not been withdrawn will be sent with it. 


Public Rights of Way and Access Service 

Kent County Council 

Invicta House 

County Hall 

Maidstone 

Kent 

ME 141 XX Dated: 8 th December 2013 

This document is available in alternative formats 
and can be explained in a range of languages. 


For further information, 


please contact Kent Public Rights of 

Kent 

Way and Access Service, 

County 

on 0845 345 0210 

Council 

(Mon-Fri 8am-8pm) or visit 

kent.gov.uk ^Hj 

www.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess 
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HIGHWAYS - CANTERBURY AREA 


HIGHWAYS - MAIDSTONE AREA 


MAIDSTONE: 


HIGHWAYS - THANET AREA 


SOUTH BARHAM ROAD, BARHAM 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To allow sewer repair works to be carried out, Kent 

County Council has made an Orderto temporarily 

prohibit through traffic on part of South Barham Road, 

Barham. 

A closure is planned to commence from n December 
with estimated completion by 20 December 2013. 
South Barham Road will be closed in the vicinity of the 
junction with The Causeway. 

The alternative route is via South Barham Hill, 
Derringstone Hill and Derringstone Street. 


SWEECHBRIDGE ROAD, HERNE BAY 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 
DECEMBER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to plane and resurface the 
carriageway, Kent County Council has made an Order 
to temporarily prohibit through traffic on part of 
Sweechbridge Road, Herne Bay. 

It is planned Sweechbridge Road will be closed from 
Friday 13 December 2013 at 19:00 hours through to the 
afternoon of Sunday 15 December, re-opening once the 
works have been completed. Due to the nature of the 
works, it is unlikely the road can be re-opened outside 
working hours. 

The closure is in the vicinity of the junction with Neville 
Road, with no through access between A299 Thanet Way 
and Reculver and Beltinge. 

The alternative routes are as follows 
Northbound (towards Reculver) via Heart in Hand Road, 
A299 Thanet Way and off-slip, Margate Road (South), 
Margate Road Interchange, Margate Road (North) and 
Reculver Road 

Southbound (from Reculver) via Reculver Road, Margate 
Road (North), A299 Thanet Way and Sweechbridge Road 


HIGHWAYS - DOVER AREA 


NIGHTINGALE ROAD, DOVER 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County 
Council has made an Orderto temporarily prohibit 
northbound traffic on part of Nightingale Road, Dover. 

A northbound closure is planned to commence from 9 
December 2013 for up to 2 weeks, with the possibility 
of an additional week’s closure from 6 January 2014, 
subject to progress with the works. 

Nightingale Road will be closed to northbound traffic 
between the junctions with Barton Road and Heathfield 
Avenue, with no access into it from Barton Road. 

The alternative route is via Minerva Avenue and 
Heathfield Avenue. 

Southbound traffic is unaffected, and will still be able to 
still exit into Barton Road. 


NORTHBOURNE ROAD, GREAT MONGEHAM, DEAL 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of works to provide a water supply to a new 
development, Kent County Council has made an 
Orderto temporarily prohibit through traffic on part of 
Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal. 

A closure is planned to commence from 9 December 
2013 for up to 3 days. Due to the nature of these works, 
it will not be possible to re-open the road outside 
normal working hours. 

Northbourne Road will be closed in the vicinity of Old 
Barn Cottage. Access remains from either direction up to 
where the road is closed, but no through access. 

The alternative route is via Willow Road, Deal Road and 
The Street. 


BROOMFIELD ROAD, BROOMFIELD & KINGSWOOD 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of repairs to the culvert, Kent County Council 
has made an Order prohibiting through traffic on 
Broomfield Road, Broomfield & Kingswood, on or after 9 
December 2013 for up to 10 days or until the works have 
been completed. 

The road will be closed between A20 Ashford Road and 
Park Barn Road. 

The alternative route is via A20 Ashford Road, Chegworth 
Road, Lenham Road and Gravelly Bottom Road. 


B2163 UPPER STREET, LEEDS 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of repairs to the carriageway, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on B2163 Upper Street, Leeds, on or after 24 
December 2013 for up to 5 weeks or until the works have 
been completed. 

The alternative route is via B2163 Lower Street/Penfold 
Hill, A20 Ashford Road, Willington Street, A274 Sutton 
Road and B2163 Leeds Road. 


(BOROUGH OF MAIDSTONE) (WAITING RESTRICTIONS) 
VARIATION N0.18 CONSOLIDATION ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

The Kent County Council, in exercise of their powers 
and under Sections 1(1), 2(1) to (3), 3(2), 4(1) and 
(2), 32(1), 35(1), 44, 46, 49 and 53 of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 and of all other enabling powers, 
and after consultation with the chief officer of police in 
accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the Act, hereby 
makes the following Order:- 
The effect of the proposed named Order (Waiting 
Restrictions) will introduce new or to amend existing 
waiting restrictions in the following length or lengths of 
road (in this part of the notice DYL means waiting to be 
prohibited at all times by double yellow lines); 

ARMSTRONG ROAD, MAIDSTONE 

1) On the north side of the road; 

From its junction with Postley Road in an easterly 
direction for a distance of 199 metres 

2) On the south side of the road; 

From its junction with Postley Road in an easterly 
direction for a distance of 226 metres 

Full details are contained in the Orderwhich, together 
with the relevant plans, any Orders amended by the 
proposals and a statement of reasons for proposing to 
make the Order may be examined on Mondays to Fridays 
at Sessions House, Maidstone ME141XQ, between 
8.30am and 5.00pm and at Maidstone Borough Council 
Offices, Maidstone Gateway, King Street, Maidstone, 
during normal openingtimes. 

Anyone wishing to support the new proposal or object to 
the proposed Order should send the grounds in writing 
to: The Traffic Schemes and Member Highway Fund 
Manager, Kent County Council Highways, Javelin Way, 
Ashford, TN24 8AD or by email to TRO@kent.gov.uk by 
noon on Monday 30th day December 2013. 


(VARIOUS ROADS, BOROUGH OF MAIDSTONE) 
(WAITING RESTRICTIONS) VARIATION 
N0.17 CONSOLIDATION ORDER 2013 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
proposes to make the above named Order underthe 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other 
enabling powers, and after consultation with the chief 
officer of police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 
9 to the Act: 

The effect of the proposed named Order (Waiting 
Restrictions) will introduce new or to amend existing 
waiting restrictions in the following length or lengths of 
road (in this part of the notice DYL means waiting to be 
prohibited at all times by double yellow lines); 


Bower Lane; DYL’s, western side, from its junction with 
Tonbridge Road to its junction with Upper Fant Road in a 
southerly direction. 

Bower Lane; DYL’s, eastern side, from its junction with 
Tonbridge Road in a southerly direction for a distance of 
38 metres. 

And DYL’s, from a point 27 metres south of its junction 
with Evelyn Road for a distance of 6 metres in a 
southerly direction. 

And DYL’s, from a point 10 metres north of its junction 
with Newton Close to a point 20 metres south of its 
junction with Newton Close. 

And DYL’s, from its junction with Bower Place in a 
northerly direction for a distance of 12 metres. 

Full details are contained in the proposed Order, any 
Orders which will be amended by the proposed Order, 
a statement of the Council’s reasons for proposing to 
make the Order and maps indicatingthe location and 
effect may be examined at the Sessions House, County 
Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX and at the Kent County 
Council Highways, 4 Javelin Way, Henwood Industrial 
Estate, Ashford, TN24 8AD during normal office hours. 
Anyone wishing to support the new proposal or object to 
the proposed Order should send the grounds in writing 
to: The Traffic Schemes and Member Highway Fund 
Manager, Kent County Council Highways, Javelin Way, 
Ashford, TN24 8AD or by email to MHF@kent.gov.uk,by 
noon on Monday 30th December 2013. 


HIGHWAYS - SEVENOAKS AREA 


MANOR ROAD, HARTLEY AND LONGFIELD 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of detailed railway bridge examination 
works, Kent County Council intends to make an Order 
prohibiting through traffic on Manor Road, Hartley and 
Longfield, on or after 22nd December 2013 for up to 1 
night from the hours of 02:00am until 06.35am or until 
the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed near Manor Farm and there will 
be no access for through traffic at this location. 

The alternative route is via: from Manor Road, Hartley 
Bottom Road, Main Road, Manor Road and vice versa. 


HIGHWAYS - SHEPWAY AREA 


CASTLE HILL AVENUE, FOLKESTONE 
(PROHIBITION OFWAITING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER DECEMBER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
To allow safe access to a temporary site entrance, 

Kent County Council has made an Orderto temporarily 
prohibit waiting on part of Castle Hill Avenue, 
Folkestone. 

Waiting will be prohibited on both sides of the 
northbound carriageway of Castle Hill Avenue, from a 
point level with the northern boundary of the offices 
of Smith-Woolley 81 Perry northwards to the existing 
entrance to Ingles Manor. 

Waiting will be prohibited at any time within the 
following periods 

Mondays to Fridays from 07:00 hours to 18:00 hours 
each day 

Each Saturday from 07:00 hours to 13:00 hours 
These restrictions take effect from Monday 9 December 
2013 with an anticipated end date of September 2014. 
The restrictions will be indicated by relevant No Waiting 
signage and single yellow lines (possibly initially No 
Waiting cones) on site. 


SURREY ROAD, CLIFTONVILLE, MARGATE (TRAFFIC 
RESTRICTIONS) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Forthe safety of the public and workforce duringthe 
construction of new dwellings, Kent County Council 
has made an Orderto temporarily suspend the One¬ 
way Traffic Order in respect of part of Surrey Road, 
Cliftonville, Margate. 

The One-way Order will be suspended to allow 
construction traffic to exit northbound from Surrey Road 
onto B2051 Eastern Esplanade. 

The section of Surrey Road affected is from a point level 
with the southern boundary of 4 Surrey Road northwards 
to the junction with Eastern Esplanade. 

This applies solely to vehicles involved in the 
construction of new dwellings on the site of the former 
Hotel Leslie, when the specific signage is in place. 

To allow space for construction vehicles to exit, waiting 
will be prohibited on both sides of Surrey Road, from a 
point level with the southern boundary of 4 Surrey Road 
northwards to the junction with Eastern Esplanade. 
Waiting will be prohibited at any time Mondays to 
Fridays, from 07:00 hours to 18:00 hours each day. 
These restrictions commence from 9 December 2013 
onwards, with an estimated completion in May 2014. 

The restrictions will be indicated by the relevant signage 
and single yellow lines on site. 


THE VALE, BROADSTAIRS (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To allow works to be safely carried out to remove trees 

near a railway bridge, Kent County Council has made an 

Orderto temporarily prohibit through traffic on part of 

The Vale, Broadstairs. 

A closure is planned for Saturday 14 December 2013 
from 08:30 hours to 20:00 hours, with the road re¬ 
opened as soon as works are completed. 

The Vale will be closed in the vicinity of the railway 
bridge, with access from either direction as far as the 
bridge, but no through access. 

The alternative route is via Ramsgate Road and Luton 
Avenue. 


HIGHWAYS - TUNBRIDGE WELLS AREA 


BARDEN ROAD, SPELDHURST 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of a carriageway change of priority, Kent County 

Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic on 

Barden Road, Speldhurst, on or after 9 December 2013 

for up to 3 days or until the works have been completed. 

The whole length of the road will be closed. 

The alternative route for westbound traffic is via B2176 
Penshurst Road, Poundsbridge Lane, Poundsbridge, 
Penshurst Road and Speldhurst Road and for eastbound 
is via B2176 Penshurst Road/Bidborough Ridge, A26 
London Road, Speldhurst Road, Etherington Hill and 
Speldhurst Hill. 


John Burr 

Director of Highways 81 Transportation 
Kent County Council 
Invicta House 
County Hall, 

Maidstone 

Kent ME 14 lXQ Dated 8 th Decmber 2013 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 03000 418181 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 


Kent 

County 

Council 

kent.gov.uk 
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Sport 

Change of scenery doing 
sprint star world of good 


Adam Gemili switched coaches this autumn and is now 
working with the nation’s best sprinters in Loughborough. 
He talks to Greg Miles about what the move is doing for his 
development and what he is hoping for from next season. 



ACTION : Gemili takes time out of his schedule to help out as a new ambassador for the Jaguar Academy of Sport 


T HEY say a change can 
be as good as a rest, not 
that Adam Gemili is in 
any mood for putting 
his feet up at the mo¬ 
ment. 

The sprint star feels he is reaping 
the benefits of a new coaching envi¬ 
ronment after switching mentors this 
autumn. 

The Dartford sensation, who has 
gone from non-league footballer to 
world junior champion and Olympi¬ 
an in the last 24 months, has partly 
switched his regime to Loughbor¬ 
ough. 

There he joins Britain’s current 
number-one 100-metres man James 
Dasalou under the tutelage of Steve 
Fudge. 

It comes after he decided to split 
from previous coach Michael Afilaka, 
with whom he had worked since 
January last year, as the pair could 
not agree on a way forward for his 
development. 

There is no animosity between the 
two but a mutual respect built over 
the last few years that has seen 
Gemili come from nowhere to taking 
praise from Usain Bolt for his rapid 
rise to stardom. 

“Myself and Mike had different 
ideas about how to move forward. I 
just wanted a bit more openness and 
input in what happened,” said the 
20-year-old. 

“Unfortunately, we couldn’t come 
to an understanding. I have taken a 
new direction with Steve Fudge.” 

Gemili, who was playing for Thur¬ 
rock in the Ryman League on loan 
from League Two Dagenham & 
Redbridge when he decided to switch 
to athletics, feels that the new set-up 
can help challenge him in a new way. 

That will come with having the 
nation’s number one in Dasalou 
alongside him on the track. That’s not 
to say, though, that every day will be 
a competition. 

“I’m really enjoying the training 
with James Dasalou, who is doing 
great things in the 100m. I’m with a 
really good group of guys,” said Gemili. 

“The guys I was training with be¬ 
fore are at a very good level, but this is 
very different. I can push myself and 
challenge myself in a new way. 

“We don’t compete against each 
other - we all work together to help 
each other improve.” 

He continues to use the Lee Valley 
training centre in north London 
three days a week, while spending 
another three days a week at Lough¬ 
borough. 

It adds another pressure on his al¬ 
ready hectic lifestyle, which has been 
added to by PR commitments over the 
last year, including a race against a 
robot. 

The itinerary is further increased 
by his giving advice to fellow sports¬ 
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men and women, including Wasps 
rugby-club winger Tom Varndell. 

“Things take a bit of juggling some¬ 
times,” he said. “You find a lot of other 
sports are interested in sprinting be¬ 
cause it’s a big part of most sports. 
It’s great that they come to me for 
advice.” 

There is also his degree at the 
University of East London to think 
about. However, he manages to get 
around not going to lectures by 
catching up in his down-time. 

“I spend half the week at home as I 

V The guys I was 
training with before 
are at a very good level, 
but this is very 
different. I can push 
myself and challenge 
myself in a new way. 


Adam Gemili, 

Dartford sprinter 


still live with my parents, who have 
been a massive support in my life,” 
said the former Dartford Grammar 
School student. 

“They like to be involved and I 
want them to come to events I’m in¬ 
volved in. 

“A lot of my university lectures are 
put online for me and I listen to pod¬ 
casts of lectures, too,” he said. “They 
are very accommodating and help 
me. If you manage your time well and 
you’re committed, it can be done.” 

I t is all a far cry from his previous 
regime, which would see him up 
at 6am to train at Lee Valley be¬ 
fore heading off to lectures for 
the day. 

On the track there is still more 
focus on improving his technique 
than desperately trying to beat the 
clock, which is understandable given 
the potential career ahead of him. 

After all, there can be a danger of 
peaking too soon, as many British 
teenage sprinters have found out in 
the past, with plenty of potential ap¬ 
parently going to waste. 

There have been dozens of medals 
won at international junior athletics 
competitions in recent decades that 


simply have not been reproduced in 
the senior environment. 

That is not to say Gemili will fall 
foul of such a trend, though, as he 
continues to take a level-headed 
approach to what he does. 

“I never really think about setting 
times - when I run I don’t think I 
would like to break British records. I 
don’t work like that,” said Gemili, 
who is more interested in his develop¬ 
ment as an athlete. 

“I need to improve and learn my 
sport - if I do that I hope the times 
will come. It’s a question people are 
going to ask. I’m not bored by it, but I 
just think about my development.” 

Gemili initially excelled at the 
100m but proved he could also cut it 
at the top in the 200m during the 
World Athletics Championship in 
Moscow, where he just missed out on 
a medal, finishing fifth in the final, a 
fraction of a second outside a podium 
place. 

It stunned superstar and race- 
winner Bolt, who labelled Gemili’s 
performance as “outstanding”. 

Gemili has no desire to choose be¬ 
tween the two distances just yet and 
in fact hopes to mirror the approach 
taken by the greats such as Bolt and 


take on both one day. 

“I’m pretty open-minded,” he said. 
“The best sprinters are able to go to 
the major championships and run 
the 200m as well. 

“I’m still trying to learn from both. 
I’m still going to practise that. I think 
it is going very well. 

“I’m hoping that when I’m older 
and fitter I can go to a championship 
and do both, like the Jamaicans. 

“Both races are very different, so 
you just work with whatever you 
have to learn. 

“You develop that fundamental 
fitness. It’s a different type of run¬ 
ning. It takes a lot of learning and you 
have to put in a lot of hours.” 

The nation still has two and a half 
more years to cherish the memories 
from London 2012, with Rio fast ap¬ 
proaching on the horizon. 

B etween now and then there is 
plenty of hard work to get 
through and the immediate 
future, post- Christmas, 
promises plenty of new experiences 
for Gemili. 

One of those, the Commonwealth 
Games, should prove to be like a mini 
London 2012, with it being sort of on 
home turf, in Glasgow. 

“My main thing is the outdoor 
season and the Commonwealth and 
European championships,” he said. 

“I do want to do some indoor runs 
for the experience, though. The Com¬ 
monwealth Games will be great with 
home fans there.” 

Gemili is the latest ambassador for 
the Jaguar Academy of Sport, which 
aims to nurture and inspire British 
sporting excellence. 

He recently helped out at work¬ 
shops sharing his tips on training 
strategies. 

“It’s good, I like sharing my experi¬ 
ences,” said Gemili. “I have had so 
many good people that have shared 
things with me and it really does help. 
It can give you that inspiration you 
need.” 

He is in good company at the 
academy, joining Hildenborough’s 
Dame Kelly Holmes, who is its patron. 
She was also at the workshops with 
Gemili. 

“The pathway from being a talent¬ 
ed junior athlete stepping up to senior 
level to become world class is full of 
challenges and the commitment and 
hard work required year after year 
cannot be underestimated,” said 
Dame Kelly. 

“Coping with injury is something I 
had to deal with for seven years of my 
senior international career. 

“My focus and self-belief got me 
through, but there were times when I 
couldn’t cope and had to turn to peo¬ 
ple around me.” 

■ For more information, visit www. 
jaguaracademyofsport.co.uk 
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From studs to 
spikes, Adam 
is on fast track 

Adam Gemili burst on to the 
athletics scene on June 2 last 
year when he won the 
Sparkassen Gala in 
Regensburg, Germany in an 
Olympic qualifying time of 
10.23 seconds. 

He had only been in 
athletics for six months, having 
given up life as a professional 
footballer with Dagenham & 
Redbridge; he had also been a 
trainee at Chelsea and 
Reading from a young age. 

Football was his dream, 
which he pursued in the 
winter, but come the summer 
he was hitting the track, 
representing Dartford 
Grammar School and then the 
county at meets before 
deciding he had to switch 
sports eventually. 

Three weeks after that run 
in June last year, he shone 
again in the heats of the British 
trials for the Olympics, 
running 10.11 seconds. Then 
he clocked a time of 10.08 
seconds in the final to become 
the second-fastest-ever British 
junior over 100m. 

In July he won gold at the 
World Junior Championships 
over 100m with a time of 10.05 
seconds, breaking the 
championship record. 

At the London Olympics he 
finished third in his semi-final 
in a time of 10.06 seconds, 
narrowly missing out on a 
place in the final. 

He elevated his status to a 
new level this summer, 
winning gold in the 100m at 
the European Under-23 
championships in Finland. 

Then he firmly established 
himself as a contender over 
200m at the World Athletics 
Championships in Moscow, 
running the second-fastest 
time of any Brit over that 
distance -19.98 seconds. 

In the final he finished fifth, 
just a fraction of a second 
outside a medal place. 

So just who is 
Steve Fudge? 

STEVE Fudge is a spring 
coach for UK Athletics. 

He is based at 
Loughborough and coaches 
James Dasalou, Britain’s 
number one sprinter, who, 
after years of injury, was 
transformed into a sub-ten- 
second runner by Fudge. 

Also under his wing is 
former youth world 400m 
champion Chris Clark, 
Commonwealth 200m 
gold-medallist Leon Baptiste 
and amputee sprinter, Jonnie 
Peacock, who in the summer 
added the T44 100m crown to 
his Paralympic title he won in 
London last year. 
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Taylor’s options shortened as 
injuries end loan duo’s stay 

GILLINGHAM have been dealt a double blow with 
the loss of loanees Elliott Hewitt and John 
Mousinho through injury. 

Mousinho had to come off after 20 minutes in 
the defeat to Rotherham at the weekend with a 
hamstring strain and has returned to Preston 
North End, while Hewitt has returned to Ipswich 
with a fractured ankle. 

Winger Craig Fagan missed the game on 
Saturday with a knock from the win over 
Stevenage last week. However, Steven Gregory and 
Amine Linganzi are nearing a return. 

Gills boss Peter Taylor said of Mousinho’s injury: 

“After 20 minutes it’s unusual, normally it’s an 
early one or a very late one. He must have warmed 
up properly as it was all right and then it goes. 

“That’s a bit of a blow for us and we’ve been 
unlucky with him, and for Elliott Hewitt.” OUT: John Mousinho 




SHORTLISTED: Asher-Smith, left 

Sprinter on 
shortlist for 
top award 

TEENAGE sprint star Dina 
Asher-Smith has made the shortlist 
for the Young Sports Personality of 
the Year award. 

The 18-year-old Blackheath and 
Bromley runner is one of 10 to make 
the shortlist, which will be whittled 
down to three on the Blue Peter TV 
show on December 12. 

The overall winner will then be 
announced at the awards night in 
Leeds three days later. 

Asher-Smith from Orpington was 
crowned the 200m European Junior 
Champion and won the 4x100m 
relay with a UK junior record time. 

She then won a bronze medal at 
the World Championships in Moscow 
as a member of the 4x100m relay 
team, and also as the youngest 
member of the whole Great British 
squad at the competition. 


Kent derby in FA 
Trophy for plucky 
Whitstable Town 

WHITSTABLE Town have been 
handed a Kent derby in the second 
round of the FA Trophy after 
continuing their impressive run in 
the competition. 

The Oystermen picked up a 2-1 
win at Ryman Premier hosts Hendon 
and have been given a home tie with 
Conference South team Ebbsfleet 
United. 

Dover Athletic will play 
Leamington Spa in the second 
round after a 3-1 replay victory over 
East Thurrock. 

Tonbridge Angels would have 
faced Cambridge United, but they 
were thrashed 4-0 in their replay 
with St Albans City on Monday. 

Conference Premier Dartford also 
crashed out 1-0 in their replay with 
Forest Green Rovers. Second-round 
ties will take place on Saturday, 
December 14. 

Allen recalled by 
Gills from Lambs 

CHARLIE Allen has been recalled 
from his loan spell at Tamworth. 

The Gillingham midfelder went on 
loan to the Conference Premier side 
last month but was given a straight 
red card within eight minutes of 
coming on as a sub on his debut on 
November 2. 

He has not played since but is in 
contention, with injuries mounting. 


Aston Martins unveiled by Motorbase 


WROTHAM-BASED Motorbase 
Performance will field two Aston 
Martin Vantage GT3s next season. 

The team will put the cars to use in 
the Avon Tyres British GT 


Championship and the Blancpain 
Endurance Series. 

The team will also announce their 
driver line-up in the coming few 
weeks. 


Keep up to date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

Twitter @KentSport ^ Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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Maidstone’s 

used car 

supermarket 
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BARNES 


AUTO 

STORE 



BuySure 


For added piece of mind, 
all our cars come RAC 
Buysure approved. 

There’s a great deal in store for you 



62 Reg Ford 
Fiesta 1.25 82 
Zetec 5dr 

10,250 Miles 



Only 


10 Reg Mini Cooper 
1.6 3dr 

30,464 Miles 


8,691 


10 Reg Mitsubishi 
Colt 1.3 CZ2 
ClearTec 3dr 

50,256 Miles 



60 Reg Mini One 
1.6 3dr 

22,041 Miles 



62 Reg Nissan Juke 
1.5 dCi Acenta 
[Premium 
Pack] 5dr 

15,135 Miles 

1,891 


Only 



10 Reg Nissan 
1.5 dCi 
Acenta 5dr 

30,765 Miles 

,441 



60 Reg Renault Clio 1.5 
86 Dynamique 
TomTom 3dr 

28,928 Miles 



62 Reg Volkswagen 
Polo 1.2 60 
Match 5dr 

10,000 Miles 



62RegVauxhall Corsa 
1.2 SXi [AC] 3dr 

12,300 Miles 


If you’re looking for choice, value and quality then Barnes Auto Store has to be on your 
shopping list. With over 300 used cars from just £1999, the Auto Store has a car for 
everyone. Add, affordable finance packages and generous part exchange allowances 
and the value becomes simply unbeatable. 


60 Reg Audi A31.6 Technik 3dr 20,744 miles £10,383 

11 Reg Chevrolet Spark 1 .Oi LS 5dr 31,161 miles £4,503 

10 Reg Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 16V Exclusive 5dr 30,055 miles £7,472 

60 Reg Fiat Panda 1.2 Dynamic ECO 5dr 33,758 miles £4,243 

12 Reg Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec [82] 5dr 30,399 miles £7,812 

10 Reg Ford Fiesta 1.4 Titanium 5dr 27,321 miles £7,623 

09 Reg Ford Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 5dr 37,519 miles £6,910 

60 Reg Ford Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 5dr 4,474 miles £8,550 

61 Reg Ford Focus 1.6125 Zetec 5dr 24,432 miles £10,272 

61 Reg Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec 5dr 30,692 miles £9,892 

13 Reg Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec 5dr 5,210 miles £12,423 

60 Reg Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec 5dr 31,287 miles £7,112 

10 Reg Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec 5dr 22,234 miles £7,122 

60 Reg Ford Focus 1.8 Titanium 5dr 54,897 miles £6,912 

60 Reg Ford Focus 1.8 Zetec 5dr 13,722 miles £7,853 

12 Reg Ford Focus 2.0 TDCi Zetec Powershift 5dr 30,341 miles £11,083 

10 Reg Ford Fusion 1.6 Zetec 5dr Auto [Climate] 5dr 22,011 miles £5,633 

10 Reg Ford Galaxy 2.0 TDCi 140 Zetec Powershift 5dr 28,104 miles £12,853 

12 Reg Ford Mondeo 1.6 EcoBoost Zetec [Start Stop] 5dr 33,537 miles £10,643 

13 Reg Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi 140 Titanium Powershift 5dr 11,605 miles £15,853 

62 Reg Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi 163 Titanium X Powershift 5dr 24,765 miles £15,033 

10 Reg Kia Picanto 1.01 5dr 12,476 miles £4,531 

12 Reg Kia Picanto 1.0 2 5dr 16,208 miles £7,704 

12 Reg Kia Venga 1.4 2 EcoDynamics 5dr 33,780 miles £8,053 

10 Reg Mercedes Benz B-Class B180 CDISE 5dr 19,959 miles £9,823 

60 Reg Mercedes Benz CLC-Class 160 BlueEFFICIENCY 

Sport Auto 3dr 29,851 miles £12,470 

60 Reg Mini Cooper 1.6 3dr 10,477 miles £9,441 

13 Reg Mini Cooper 1.6 3dr 5,757 miles £13,612 

60 Reg Mini Cooper 1.6 3dr Auto 11 ,657 miles £9,663 

60 Reg Mini Cooper 1.6 3dr Auto 19,192 miles £9,443 

10 Reg Mini Cooper 1.6 [122] 3dr 30,916 miles £8,391 

10 Reg Mini Cooper 1.6 [122] 3dr 23,879 miles £9,014 

60 Reg Mini One 1.6 3dr 10,742 miles £8,893 

62 Reg Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Acenta [Premium Pack] 5dr 13,234 miles £11,971 

62 Reg Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Acenta [Premium Pack] 5dr 12,536 miles £12,061 

60 Reg Nissan Note 1.6 N-Tec Auto 5dr 14,357 miles £7,353 

60 Reg Nissan Note 1.6 N-Tec Auto 5dr 19,936 miles £7,233 

60 Reg Nissan Note 1.6 Tekna Auto 5dr 10,977 miles £7,763 

13 Reg Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi [110] Acenta 5dr 2,094 miles £13,673 

11 Reg Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi [110] N-Tec 5dr 25,668 miles £12,660 

62 Reg Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi [110] N-Tec+ 5dr 13,513 miles £14,271 

60 Reg Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi Acenta 5dr 22,221 miles £10,032 

60 Reg Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi Acenta 5dr 33,133 miles £9,783 

12 Reg Nissan Qashqai 1.6 [117] N-Tec 5dr 30,509 miles £12,032 

61 Reg Nissan Qashqai 1.6 [117] N-Tec+ 5dr 3,304 miles £12,801 

61 Reg Nissan Qashqai+21.5 dCi [110] Tekna 5dr 36,391 miles £14,953 

60 Reg Peugeot 2071.6 HDi 92 Sport 5dr 20,244 miles £7,713 

60 Reg Renault Grand Scenic 2.0 dCi Privilege TomTom Auto 5dr 11,645 miles £9,573 

10 Reg Renault Megane 1.616V 1-Music 5dr 7,055 miles £6,522 

60 Reg Renault Scenic 1.5 dCi Dynamique TomTom [106] 5dr 13,898 miles £7,692 

60 Reg Renault Scenic 1.5 dCi Dynamique TomTom [106] 5dr 33,931 miles £7,172 

62 Reg SEAT Leon 1.6 TDi CR Ecomotive SE Copa 5dr 16,047 miles £11,051 


60 Reg SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi CR FR 5dr 20,452 miles £11,882 

10 Reg Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSi 105 SE 5dr 21,732 miles £6,551 

11 Reg Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSi Elegance 5dr 6,976 miles £7,941 

59 Reg Skoda Fabia 1.416V3 5dr 24,248 miles £5,242 

10 Reg Skoda Fabia 1.6 TDi CR 90 SE 5dr 24,409 miles £7,762 

12 Reg Toyota Avensis 2.0 D-4D TR 4dr 34,454 miles £11,823 

12 Reg Toyota Avensis 2.0 D-4D TR 4dr 33,473 miles £11,883 

13 Reg Vauxhall Adam 1.4i Jam 3dr 3,425 miles £8,551 

62 Reg Vauxhall Agila 1.012V [68] ecoFLEX S [AC] 5dr 5,632 miles £6,551 

60 Reg Vauxhall Agila 1.216V Design 5dr 7,162 miles £6,002 

62 Reg Vauxhall Antara 2.2 CDTi [184] SE Auto 5dr 8,091 miles £16,953 

13 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1.3 CDTi 16V ecoFLEX Tech Line 5dr 7,773 miles £12,541 

80 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1.4 [60 PS] LS 4dr 80,786 miles £100 

62 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1.4i 16V SRi 5dr 12.100 miles £9,311 

62 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1.6i 16V Elite 5dr 22,694 miles £10,233 

13 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1.6i 16V Elite Auto 5dr 10,786 miles £12,183 

12 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1.6i 16V Exclusiv [115] Auto 5dr 13,261 miles £8,151 

61 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1.7 CDTi 16V Exclusiv 5dr 15,603 miles £9,535 

09 Reg Vauxhall Astra 1.8i VVT SRi [Exterior pack] 3dr 47,209 miles £6,351 

60 Reg Vauxhall Astra 2.0 CDTi 16V SE Auto 5dr 38,811 miles £8,363 

13 Reg Vauxhall Astra GTC1.4T16V Sport 3dr 1,001 miles £12,001 

61 Reg Vauxhall Astra GTC 1.6T16V SRi 3dr 23,876 miles £12,060 

13 Reg Vauxhall Cascada 2.0 CDTi SE 2dr 3,358 miles £16,000 

62 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Active [AC] 5dr 2,314 miles £8,201 

13 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Energy [AC] 3dr 2,632 miles £8,701 

10 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.3 CDTi ecoflex SE 5dr 14,032 miles £6,724 

12 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SE Auto 5dr 19,236 miles £7,621 

61 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SE Auto 5dr 25,442 miles £7,482 

62 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.4i 16V [100] SXi [AC] 3dr 12,172 miles £7,492 

08 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.4i 16V Design 3dr 38,134 miles £4,715 

60 Reg Vauxhall Insignia 1.6T16V SRi 5dr 36,039 miles £7,873 

61 Reg Vauxhall Insignia 1.8i 16V SRi 5dr 35,464 miles £8,853 

09 Reg Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi Exclusiv Nav [160] 5dr 47,547 miles £6,982 

60 Reg Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi SE Auto 5dr 31,401 miles £8,983 

12 Reg Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi [160] 5dr 31,655 miles £10,443 

62 Reg Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi Vx-line [160] 5dr 10,986 miles £13,461 

62 Reg Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi Vx-line [195] 5dr 7,218 miles £15,851 

62 Reg Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi SRi Vx-line Red [160] 5dr 6,548 miles £14,701 

62 Reg Vauxhall Meriva 1.3 CDTi Tech Line 5dr 9,479 miles £11,001 

61 Reg Vauxhall Meriva 1.4116V Exclusiv 5dr 15,899 miles £7,523 

61 Reg Vauxhall Meriva 1.7 CDTi 16V [130] Exclusiv 5dr 6,487 miles £8,881 

11 Reg Vauxhall Meriva 1.7 CDTi 16V [130] Exclusiv 5dr 6,302 miles £8,393 

10 Reg Vauxhall Zafira 1.6i [115] Energy 5dr 20,785 miles £6,771 

11 Reg Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi ecoFLEX Design [110] 5dr 34,282 miles £8,323 

60 Reg Vauxhall Zafira 1.9 CDTi Exclusiv [120] 5dr 18,564 miles £7,892 

62 Reg Vauxhall Zafira 2.0 CDTi [165] Tech Line Auto 5dr 12,695 miles £16,881 

62 Reg Vauxhall Zafira 2.0 CDTi SE 5dr 17,981 miles £16,121 

57 Reg Volkswagen Beetle 1.6 Luna 3dr 52,466 miles £5,433 

10 Reg Volkswagen Golf 1.4 TSi SE 3dr 20,601 miles £9,541 

09 Reg Volkswagen Golf 1.6 S 5dr 50,562 miles £7,203 

10 Reg Volkswagen Golf 1.6 TDi 105 S 5dr 45,878 miles £8,381 

62 Reg Volkswagen Polo 1.2 60 Match 5dr 7,629 miles £9,001 

62 Reg Volkswagen Polo 1.2 60 Match 5dr 5,100 miles £9,131 
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Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Vehicles shown for illustration purposes only. 
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All vehicles with savings have been available at the higher price for a minimum of 10 days. 
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